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SAY FOLKS: OUR CELEBRATION THIS YEAR FOR OUR AREA OF HISTORIC HANDLEY 

WILL BE HELD AT THE GAZEBO 

 

ON HANDLEY DR. (3800 BLOCK HANDLEY DRIVE.) 6-9 P.M. , TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2011. 

 

WE WILL HAVE MUSIC, FOOD AND MAYBE SOME GOODIES TO GIVE AWAY. PLEASE 

COME OUT & SUPPORT US THIS YEAR AND JOIN IN THE FUN. BRING YOUR CHAIRS IF 

YOU'D LIKE TO STAY AWHILE AND VISIT AND GET ACQUAINTED WITH YOUR 

NEIGHBORS, AS WELL AS YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD POLICE OFFICERS. WE'D LOVE TO 

HAVE YOU ATTEND---BRING YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS. 

 

ANY QUESTIONS CALL : BETTY COOMER H: 817-457-9059 OR CELL: 682-365-3261 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

October, 2011 

Have a safe and Happy Halloween. 
We had a fun and informative meeting last month, Better Business Bureau Bingo. Learned about the good 
and bad business practices they monitor. 
We have a new Code Compliance Officer for our area. Her name if Ann Joiner, phone # 817-733-9596. 
She is very enthusiastic about working with us. Give her a call if you need to 
report a compliance issue. 
The next several items were reported at the September meeting, but will include in the newsletter for those 
who were not there. 
I reported in the last newsletter about the water situation at the caboose property. After letters were sent to 
the Mayor and City Council members, the Water Department will install the water to the area with no 
charge to the HHDC.  
I'm sure you are aware of the Stage 1 water restrictions. No watering between 10am to 6pm. 
Even addresses may water on Wed and Sat, and odd addresses on Thur and Sun. No watering on Mon-
day. The Water Department is monitoring the neighborhoods for non-compliance. . If you know of someone 
who is not following the schedule, you may call 817-392-4477. You will remain anonymous. 
We are working with the Historic Handley Development Corp and FWISD on obtaining the Odd Fellows 
Building on the corner of Church and Forest. It will be called Handley Cultural Center. We will be able to 
hold our meeting there and there is ample space for all our supplies. We are finally moving forward on 
some of our plans. 
Received a notification from the city regarding an application for a gas well to be drilled on 303 near Big 
Daddy's Corp office. It has to go before the City Council for approval. 
Our election for 2012 officers is coming up. Nominees will be presented at the Oct meeting with the elec-
tion in Nov. Judy Taylor is chairman of the nominating committee and if you have a person in mind who is 
willing to serve and attend meetings please give her a call. Her number is 817-451-4125. 
I want to thank Nedia Dryden for taking the minutes at the Sept meeting. Shirley was out of town attending 
her High School reunion. Our next meeting is Monday, Oct 10th at HUMC, 2929 Forest. Program for the 
evening will be Deborah Coffman, Family Service Consultant for Shannon Rose Hill. Our meal will be chili 
with all the trimmings served at 6:30pm. Desserts are always needed, and we have certainly had some 
great ones. Thanks to all who 
bring food and who feed the kitty. 
Hope you can make the meeting. 
Joann  
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Eastside Antiques 
Open Monday-Tuesday By Chance 
Open Wednesday– Saturday 11-5 

 
 
3132 Handley Dr. 
Fort Worth, Texas 76112           817-492-4200 
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Hello- Hey, how about that rain? 

Wasn't it great? I could have told 
you it was going to rain. Every 

time I put out fresh birdseed it 
rains. I waited until it got cooler, 

set everything in my garage out-
side to try to get some of the 

items organized--it rained or 
rather sprinkled. Such is life I guess. We desper-

ately needed the rain. All my flowers died from 

the heat, even my artificial ones died. 
 

I trust everyone had a fantastic Labor Day holi-
day and that you got to spend some time with 

loved ones.  
 

Our Historic Handley Street Festival will be here 
on October 8th--10:00 a.m. till 10:30 p.m. 

Please come out & support your town. 

There will be lots of eats, crafts, entertainment 
and things to occupy your time all day long. 

 
National Night Out Against Crime will be held at 

the Gazebo on Handley Dr. & Church Streets on 
October 4th-Tuesday evening, 6-9 p.m.. We will 

also have eats, music & drawings for some good-
ies. Bring your chairs and come support us this 

year. Bring your family, friends, relatives and 

neighbors. Please, come and get to know your 
neighbors and neighborhood police officers and 

fire department people. Rain or shine, we will be 
here. Brad Haskovec from Handley Station Cafe 

will be cooking the hot-dogs and maybe some 
other goodies for us. One of the drawings will be 

a gift certificate for a meal or two from the Hand-
ley Station Cafe.  

 

You missed it if you didn't eat at the Handley 

Station Cafe several weeks ago. I was the 71 
year old waitress--taking orders, refilling drinks, 

serving the food and cleaning off tables. Ray Bar-
nes was out of town and Brad needed some help. 

It was volunteer work with the exception of the 
tips that I got, if any--they would go to the Clock 

Fund. Believe it or not, I did get some tips, which 
I greatly appreciated. We are in the process of 

finding a four sided clock that not only strikes but 

chimes too. Our other clock was destroyed when 
a woman's car jumped the curb and knocked it 

down several years ago. We are going to have a 
quilt donated by Jody Hughes, which we will be 

selling tickets for as one of our money makers. 
We will also have a silent auction on display at 

the Cafe. I am putting out cans in the businesses 
in Handley for donations, as we did for the Rail-

road Museum fund. Our Handley Neighborhood 

Association is donating $100.00 and also our 
Handley Code Blue is donating $100.00 and our 

Handley High School Alumni is donating $100.00 
toward the clock. If any other Neighborhood As-

sociation and or Code Blue Groups would like to 
donate, it would be greatly appreciated. Any 

business or individual who donates $100.00 or 
more will have their name put on a plaque by or 

on the clock. The clock will cost $3,000.00 TO 

$4,000.00 or more. We need all the help we can 
get. Individuals can contribute any amount they 

wish. Every penny counts. If we get enough 
funds, we hope to have it installed before Christ-

mas. If we have any funds left over, they will be 
saved for the maintenance of the clock. Please 

help us achieve this goal, so we can get a clock 
that Historic Handley can be proud of. I've al-

(Continued on page 6) 
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TREASURER’S ISLAND 
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ways said I couldn't sell life belts in a flood and I 

was married to a man who could sell bird seed to 
a C. clock manufacturer. I don't know how to 

spell the bird---how do they expect you to look up 
a words spelling iffin you don't know how to spell 

it to start with? Gees 
 

Ray Barnes of The Handley Antique Mall has 
taken over "The Kolache Shop" again. Its located 

at 6724 Brentwood Stair Road, (East of 820). Go 

by and have breakfast with him and eat some of 
those delicious Kolaches. They are closed on Mon-

days. 
 

Our HHDC Board met at the new location of the 
Railroad Museum, the old Odd Fellow's Lodge on 

Forest & Church St. The artifacts and railroad 
memorabilia will be on display at the Cultural 

Center (Odd Fellows Lodge) during the Street 

Festival.  
 

If you haven't driven around the grounds of the 
new Jean McClung Middle School, you are really 

missing something. The grounds are beautiful. 
The building is huge. You ought to take the time 

to drive around the whole block. It's fantastic. 
 

I talked to Stella Bishop, one of our HNA mem-

bers. She said she was not on hospice, but her 
son Steve is. Stella has been sick, but is doing 

some better now. 
 

One of our long time Handley residents, Richard 
Brown, 57 years old, passed away this week. 

Richard never met a stranger and if he knew you 
needed help he was there for you. He helped Cecil 

& I through the years, when we lived on Canton 

Dr. When Cecil was in the hospital and in hospice 
he was there for us. He kept Heidi our little 14 

year old dachshund dog. He brought her to see 
Cecil when he was in hospice. He will be greatly 

(Continued from page 5) missed by all who knew him. 
 

Christmas is just around the corner. We will have 
tree lighting and festivities at the "Gazebo" on 

Saturday night, Nov. 26th, after Thanksgiving. 
Please plan to attend. We will have music & 

snacks. Please put all these dates on your calen-
dar. 

 
It's voting time again for Handley Neighborhood 

Assoc. officers. Please try to attend the next 2 

meetings especially. We have 2 people running 
for President: Joann Ehlers & Lloyd Jones. We 

also have 2 people running for vice-president--
Neta Dryden and Will Stevens. For the offices of 

Secretary we have Shirley Collins and for Treas-
urer we have Betty Coomer. If you have anyone 

else you would like to nominate, when motions 
from the floor are announced ,you can nominate 

them also. You have to live within the boundaries 

of HNA to be able to vote. Please come & put your 
two cents worth in and exercise your right to 

vote. We need you. 
 

A new group has been formed in Historic Handley 
called "The Friends of Old Town Handley." One of 

our first projects is to replace the clock on Hand-
ley Drive that was destroyed several years ago. 

They have also pulled up the dead pine tree by 

the gazebo.  
The Friends of Old Town Handley is a community 

driven "goodwill", non profit organization for His-
toric Handley. We feel that our area needs this 

kind of organizing group. We feel the organization 
needs some kind of definite structure, so that 

everyone has a voice and a part as well as the 
organization being responsible for the resources it 

receives. We want to be able to do things for peo-

ple in need in Handley. We want to get our Hand-
ley businesses involved. Those people attending 

the first meeting were: Ray Barnes, Brad 
(Continued on page 7) 

October, 2011 
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Handley Happenings 
Advertising Rates 

business card ad: $25 per month 
1/4 page ad: $40 per month 
1/2 page ad: $70 per month 

6 month  business card  ad:  $120 
We reserve the right to refuse ads. Acceptance of an ad  

is not an endorsement of products or services. 
Ads must be received by the 15th of the month in order 

to reserve a space. To place an ad call, 
Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059 

Haskovec, Kirk Lancaster, Lloyd Jones, Betty 
Coomer, Jody Hughes, Kelly Brandt, Kaye Hos-

tler,Paul & Linda Kerpoe, David Martin & Paul 
Tessier. 

 
The Handley Street Festival as well as the Hand-

ley High School Alumni will be on October 8, 20ll. 
The alumni will have their gathering at Smokey's 

on East Lancaster. The night of the 8th, the class 

of 1958 will meet at Jean McClung's beautiful 
home for pot luck dinner. 

 
Our own Eastside Ministries desperately needs 

canned goods (peanut butter and canned vegeta-
bles) and men's clothes. Don't forget you can also 

donate in honor of someone and in memory of 
someone.  

 

Our Code Blue & Handley Neighborhood Associa-
tions are donating money to go towards Christ-

mas sacks for our clients. Jody Hughes, Joann 
Ehlers & I deliver MOW to about 12 clients a 

week. Sometimes we are the only connection to 
the outside world many of these people have--

some have no family. They appreciate anything so 
much. 

 

The Code Blue Seminar was a huge success. This 

(Continued from page 6) was Code Blue's 20th year celebration. There 

were 17--20 year members in attendance. The 
seminar was held at the River Ranch Stockyards. 

Master of ceremonies was Scott Murray. Enter-
tainment was ""4 Day Weekend." Chief Halstead, 

Mayor Betsy Price, Judge Sharen Wilson & Judge 
Brent Carr were all present. Training sessions 

consisted of talks of Gangs in Fort Worth, Graffiti, 
Dope and Alcohol abuse. Judge Wilson had with 

her a speaker from AA who was a professed alco-

holic. He told of how his life had changed since 
becoming a member of AA and how much all the 

programs they offered helped him. He gave a fan-
tastic talk. There were many awards given out 

and many door prizes. We were fed both break-
fast & lunch. I won a door prize donated by Scott 

Murray which consisted of 2 tickets to Texas Mo-
tor Speedway. 

Vip Parking and a pass to get to go in the car pits 

and talk to the people. It was a very good semi-
nar. 

 
Please remember our sick & bereaved members in 

your thoughts and prayers. Doris Thomas is still 
at Stonegate Nursing Home. 

Until next time take care--Betty "Drinkard" 
Coomer  
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Continued from the September 2011 Newsletter from a pamphlet put out by the Fort Worth National Bank years ago.  I do 
hope you enjoy reading about the history of our great town, Fort Worth, in its early days.  Betty Drinkard Coomer 

A number of firsts were made during 1956.  With the B-58 Hustler, as it was called, making its first test 
flights overhead, the first Texas National Championship sports car races were being held at Eagle 
Mountain National Guard Base.  The Fort Worth Floodway Program was completed as the year drew to 
a close. 
The next year marked new progress for the Fort Worth-Dallas area.  The Turnpike opened for the first 
deluxe expressway travel. Along its right-of-way the Great Southwest Corporation was in the process of 
developing 5,000 acres for modern  industrial progress and construction. 
“The most magnificent in the world, was the description of the new Shady Oaks Golf Club founded by 
Marvin Leonard in 1958.  And not to be overlooked was Casa Manana, an aluminum-domed building on 
University Dr. (the same site as the old Casa Manana) that housed a “theater in the round.” Fort Worth 
now had its own little acre of Broadway that was to please the people of the city with its summer pro-
ductions. 
The automobile industry was not the only one with a new look in 1959. Fort Worth underwent its own 
changes. The new nine-story Telephone Building was completed, the Fort Worth Club was revamped, 
the Chamber of Commerce moved into its new luxurious facilities and work began on the 18-story First 
National Bank Building. 
After many years of work, including the draining and excavation of Katy Lake at Seminary Dr. and 
South Freeway, the World’s largest Sears Roebuck and Company store was completed in 1960. Semi-
nary South, with its malls, fountains and assorted businesses, occupied 85 acres. 
Montgomery Wards feature was its huge distribution center near its W. 7

th
 store.  Other clearing was 

being done for a new $20,000.000 Carling Brewery Company plant south of the city. 
At last the fight for water rights was settled on the lower Trinity River.  Fort Worth, Dallas and Houston 
were in agreement and plans could be put into effect for canalization of the Trinity from Fort Worth to 
the Gulf Coast. 
The Amon Carter Museum of Western Art opened in 1961 displaying collections of Frederick Reming-
ton’s and Charles Russell’s works plus many other objects of art.  During the year Bell Helicopter, which 
had been advancing rapidly during the past years, landed  several  huge contracts adding much to the 
economy of the city. 
Under the sweeping reorganization Convair became General Dynamics-FW. 
To the east of the city, Six Flags Over Texas threw open its gates to reveal a colorful amusement park 
that would be enjoyed by young and old alike. 
The final and last part of Fort Worth 1800 To Now will be continued in the November Newsletter. Betty 
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October 6 - Open Festival Meeting -  
All Welcome  

 

October 7 - Festival Work Day  
 

November 17 - RECAP  
(Festival Committee Only)  

 

  Iona’s Unique Designs 
    We Design I Love You’s to I'm Sorry’s  
    With Fresh Flowers 
 

  Iona Palmer  
  Owner 

   palmer.iona45@yahoo.com 

   6267 Brentwood Stair Rd 
   Fort Worth, TX 76112  

  817-446-3434    Fax 817-446-3521 

  www.ionasuniquedesigns.com 
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Help YOUR newsletter grow   
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area 
(they will be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next 
newsletter.  

Send in your favorite stories and pictures to: 
Handley Happenings 

P. O. Box 8037 
Fort Worth, Texas 76124 

Or e-mail them to: 
lloyd@historichandley.org 
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Membership Enrollment Form 

        Have a voice in your community.  
      Help shape and improve your 

Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the 
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference. 

  

  

Name __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

        Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
 

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________ 
 
 

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________ 
 
 

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________ 
 
 

Date________________________ 
 
 

Birth date/s_______________________________  Anniversary_______________ 
 
 

Dues are $12.00 per household a year 
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association 

And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037 
 

 

October, 2011 



HISTORIC HANDLEY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

 ASSOCIATION 
P.O.  Box  8037 

Fort Worth, TX  76124-8037 

Helping the community 
through community 

involvement 

In God  
We Trust 

October, 2011 

Historic Handley 
Street Festival  
October 8, 2011      


