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HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MINUTES 
OCTOBER 8, 2012 

The Handley Neighborhood Association met on Monday, October 8, 2012 at the Handley United Methodist Church.  
President Joann Ehlers called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.   All guests and members were welcomed.  There were 
29 in attendance including three new members. 
The minutes and Treasurer’s reports were read and approved.                               
The following announcements were made by President Joann Ehlers: 
A new business has opened called General Store of Historic Handley owned by Paul Dahlman. 
Handley Festival will be October 13 and the Railroad Museum at 3024 Forest will hold an open house. 
Bill Stevens introduced the slate of officers for next year.  Paper ballots were passed out.  
The ballots were counted and the new officers are: 
 President – Marti Lawrence 
 Vice President – Judy Taylor 
 Secretary – Joann Ehlers 
 Treasurer – Betty Coomer 
 Member-at-Large – Shirley Collins-Cornwell 
Freddie Holcomb, Code Blue Coordinator invited all to consider becoming new members of Code Blue. 
Police Captain Barclay spoke and invited all to call him if he can help. 
The program for the evening was playing Bingo and was enjoyed by all. 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:50pm. 
Respectively submitted by 

 
Shirley Collins-Cornwell, Secretary 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

November, 2012 

Sunday, November 4th--Daylight Saving ends 
Tuesday November 6th--Election Day--Be sure and vote 
Sunday, November 11th--Veterans Day--say thank you to them 
Thursday, November 22nd--Thanksgiving 
At our October meeting we had a fun time playing Bingo. This is one of our more 
popular meetings. 
We also had election of Officers for 2013. Elected were: 
President--Marti Lawrence 
Vice-President--Judy Taylor 
Secretary--Joann Ehlers 
Treasurer--Betty Coomer 
Member-at-Large--Shirley Collins Cornwell 
Lets support the new Officers as they assume their positions in January. 
We have a new business in the Historic business strip. It is in the old Bob Dollar store. Paul Dahlman is the owner 
and it is named The General Store in Historic Handley. He sells antiques and other interesting items. Drop in and wel-
come him to the area and perhaps buy something. 
Saturday, November 10th from 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. at LaGrave field, 301 NE 6th St., rain or shine, it is Shred it, Recycle 
it, Donate it day. Free shredding of up to 5 boxes of personal documents (no more than 40# per box). Tire collection 
by Bridgestone Firestone who will collect and recycle 4 passaenger tires per household. All types of residental light 
bulbs and batteries. Good Will will be accepting electronics, small appliances, household items, furniture and clothing. 
Ft. Worth residents only and Driver's License or water bill required. For the last 2 years I have taken material for 
shredding and it is easy and fast.  
I want to thank those that volunteered at the HNA booth at the Handley Festival. We made $51 selling t-shirts and 
passed out many newsletters and brochures about the association. Hopefully, we will get some new members. 
Judy Taylor, Shirley and Glen Cornwell and I attended the second meeting of the Northeast Economic Development 
Summitt. Those that attended that have an interest in E. Lancaster had a lively discussion on the revitalization of E. 
Lancaster from downtown to Handley. Our next meeting is October 26th for a follow-up summation of ideas and the 
vision we have for the area. Hopefully good things will happen from these meetings. 
Our next meeting is Monday, November 12th at Handley United Methodist Church, 2929 Forest. A light meal will be 
served at 6:30 P.M. with the meeting starting at 7:00 P.M. The program will be a speaker from the Trinity River Vision 
project.  
Please come and join us. 
Joann 

Your ad  
could  

be here 
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Hello--I hope this finds everyone bright 
eyed and bushy tailed. Here it is almost 
time for the ghosts and goblins to come 
out, October 31, 2012. It's not really 
safe for those older folks of us to be out 
after dark on Halloween night or to 
really open our doors if we are home 
alone. Most schools and churches hold 
parties for the kiddo-es now days--not 

like it used to be when I was younger. We went from 
door to door with baskets and sacks for goodies for peo-
ple to fill them with. Be careful if you have to get out. 
 
Our HNA and Code Blue member, Jody Hughes, made 
headlines in the Star Telegram recently when five young 
black men with a gun kicked in her front door and in-
vaded her home. She was so fortunate they didn't hurt 
her-- they only stole material things, which can be re-
placed. 
 
The city finally came out and connected the electricity to 
our new clock on Handley Drive. It is up and running and 
is all lit up at night. We need to do some trimming of a 
tree to hopefully make the clock more visible from E. 
Lancaster. Go by and see the clock and 2 benches sur-
rounding it. Sometime in the near future we hope to 
have chimes connected to it and also Smitty's Little 
Church on Handley Drive. 
 
The small alumni gathering on the night of October 19th, 
was a success. The men from the Handley United Meth-
odist Church served the dinner, which was delicious. We 
had approximately 30 in attendance. It was decided we 
would not have the dinner again until 2015. We decided 
to skip a couple of years, in hope that more would attend 
at a later date. 
 
I have another article in the paper about the Handley 
High School Alumni Luncheon on Saturday , Oct. 20, 

2012, at Smokey's. 
We had a real nice gathering and lots of reminiscing . 
Coach Mitcham and his wife were in attendance as was 
Detheda Fletcher, mother of Larry Fletcher. Detheda is 
in her ninety's.. Larry Fletcher, our President, brought 
out some very good points regarding a few of our mem-
bers, who were constantly complaining about the roster 
and any thing else they could find fault with. I think it's a 
shame when sometimes all one does is set around and 
find fault with other peoples work. They need to get a life 
and put their thoughts and energy toward other worth 
while activities. It's all volunteer work and it's a lot of 
work and no one is perfect. Jody Hughes and I have 
taken on the job of helping Freddie on the HHS Roster, 
which a new one will be coming out next April. 
 
Our Handley Street Festival was smaller than usual this 
year, but we didn't know until the very last minute almost 
if we could even have it, due to the money situation. 
Thanks to Kirk Lancaster and Paul Kerpoe for coming to 
our rescue. We had even thought of not having it for a 
couple of years, but then we would have had to start all 
over with permits and rules and regulations, where hav-
ing it every year we are locked into a grand-fathers 
clause from our lst year of having it. Smokey's BBQ and 
the Cafe inside the antique mall were the only food ven-
dors this year. We are planning on much bigger and bet-
ter things next year. More food vendors, areas for chil-
dren and etc. The entertainment was good. It was 
thought for awhile that we would have to close early as 
high winds and hail were coming our way from 
Weatherford. Due to this, the parade of cars from the car 
show had to cancel the parade of cars to avoid the hail. 
It ended up just raining a few sprinkles, so the entertain-
ment continued. 
 
I have decided to keep the steers & or bulls in my drive-
way. It hasn't been worth the hassle of deciding where to 

(Continued on page 5) 

TREASURER’S ISLAND 

November, 2012 

Eastside Antiques 
Open Monday-Tuesday By Chance 
Open Wednesday– Saturday 11-5 

 
 
3132 Handley Dr. 
Fort Worth, Texas 76112           817-492-4200 
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put them. People can see them from my drive-way gate 
and are welcome to take pictures of them, as they did all 
during the festival. They thought they were and are real 
neat and would have been an asset to the community 
either at the gazebo area or down by the caboose area. 
Jody Hughes still plans to donate a quilt to go to our 
"Friends of Old Towne Handley" . We will be selling tick-
ets for $1.00 each and the quilt will be on display at the 
Handley Antique Mall . Tickets will be at various busi-
nesses in Handley for you to purchase. 
 
Our National Night Out Against Crime was a huge suc-
cess. We had approximately 70-75 people attend. We 
were thrilled with the turnout of our Handley Station 24 
Fire Department's attendance as well as the Fort Worth 
Police Department's attendance. We served hot dogs 
from the Meat Market on East Lancaster and all the trim-
mings. There was ticket drawings for mostly past festival 
t-shirts as well as items from the Fruit Stand from Gina , 
items from M & M Resale Shop and a coupon from Ray 
Barnes Kolache Shop for a large tray of Kolaches. I won 
it last year & shared it with one of my CB Groups meet-
ings. Jody Hughes won the tray this year. 
 
The 1958 class of Handley High School met at Jean 
McClungs for a pot luck dinner and reminiscing of olden 
times. We had approx 25 in attendance. Thank you Jean 
for opening your lovely home to us year after year. We 
always have a good time seeing and hearing about other 
class mates. 
 
I hate to keep harping on this, but it upsets me very 
much. It was recently brought to my attention that there 
were several people trying to cause me problems and 
questioning my honesty. 
I am treasurer of Handley Neighborhood Assoc., Hand-
ley Alumni Assoc., Code Blue , Friends of Old Towne 
Handley & in years past Treasurer of Handley Order of 
Eastern Star. I have worked in banking many many 
years in both Handley & Long Beach, California --have 
been bonded, finger printed, lie detector tested, many 
many cash audits through the years when I was in bank-
ing and never once did they find anything I had done 

(Continued from page 4) dishonest. 
I have nothing at all against audits or being audited, I 
was just audited in HNA due to Joann & Bill our Pres. & 
V-Pres. request and nothing was found dishonest I had 
done. Evidentally that was not enough. I was informed 
that my alumni association president was called and had 
been shown papers from my HNA audit and told since I 
was also treasurer of that association, they needed to 
have me audited too. I feel since they have no affiliation 
what-so-ever to do with the alumni association, a line 
was crossed , doubt was put on my honesty and its a 
form of harassment. & defamation of character.  
 
Please put on your calendars these dates for upcoming 
events. 
October 29, 2012 Captain's meeting --6:00 p.. at Com-
munity Center on Beaty. November 5th CAC --6:00 p.m. 
Community Center on Beaty--speaker will be Heidi Ti-
water, who works with CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN 
UNIT. A lite meal will be served. 
November 16th East Division will tour the Crime Lab on 
East Lancaster. It's on a first come-first serve basis as 
just a certain number can go in at a time. So--space is 
limited. 
Captains meeting November 26th after Turkey Day 6:00 
p.m. at Community Center on Beaty. There will not be a 
CAC meeting in December, but the Code Blue Christ-
mas Party will take its place.  
 
Be sure to be aware of your surroundings at all times--
look out not only for your own home, but your neighbors 
home as well. 
Take a few minutes by getting to know your Neighbor-
hood Patrol Officer. Report anything suspicious going on 
in your neighborhood. Reducing crime in your neighbor-
hood begins with you. Sam Brinegar is the Neighbor-
hood Patrol Officer for the Ryanwood area and Kim 
Gardner is for the Handley area. 
 
Please remember in your thoughts and prayers all who 
are sick and all who have lost loved ones. Until next time
--take care and be careful... BE SURE TO GET OUT 
AND VOTE. 
Betty "Drinkard" Coomer 
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HANDLEY HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
LUNCHEON DRAWS 60+ MEMBERS 
 
Although the school has long since been demolished and 
a new one built in its place in 2012, the memories of the 
years spent there still remain in the minds and hearts of 
the Handley High School Alumni Association members. 
What is it that draws us back every six months to remi-
nisce about earlier times spent at this school? Is it the 
enjoyment of the fellowship of those we spent the better 
part of our young lives with, the memory of years gone by 
or the remembrance of some of our teachers, who en-
abled us to go forward and become useful and productive 
citizens in our communities? Miss Arabella Odell, Miss 
Bedell, Mr. Avery, Mr. Harkrider, Coach Harris, Coach 
George Mitcham and Mr. Ross, who walked the Bataan 
Death March, were but a few teachers who helped us 
along the way. 
 
The Alumni Association luncheon was held October 20, 
2012, and was attended by 60+ members from all walks 
of life, in all age categories; and from all over the United 
States. This shows how strong the bond is with our 
alumni members--some members traveled from Oregon, 
Alabama, and from all over Texas. 
 
The meetings take place at Smokey's BBQ on East Lan-
caster every six months and regardless of whether or not 
you graduated from the school, but attended at some 
time during your school years, you are invited to attend. 
The gathering starts at 10:00 a.m. with a $10.50 lunch 
served at noon. A short program follows with updates of 
deceased members since the last meeting, and reminisc-
ing of happenings of long ago and what program would 
not be complete without the joke telling of our leader, 
Larry Fletcher? The next Alumni luncheon will be Satur-
day, April 20, 2013. 
************************************************** 
CHEERS-to Chesapeake Energy Corporation and 
Heather Scoggins for donating a 2009 Chevrolet Silver-
ado pickup truck to EASTSIDE MINISTRIES of FORT 
WORTH. The truck will allow us to continue offering food 
to needy families in east Fort Worth. What a fabulous 
blessing . Now we have a used truck we are needing to 
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sell. Folks, Eastside Ministries can really use your help and support. With Thanksgiving and Christmas coming up, they 
have had approximately 500 requests for sacks of food. They can use food, clothes, and money. Remember--you can 
donate money in someone's memory or to honor someone. They can always use volunteers.  
*********************************************** 
Since Halloween is just around the corner, I thought you might enjoy reading about some haunted houses & or busi-
nesses in Fort Worth. I bought this book "HAUNTED FORT WORTH" on Houston 
Street at the "RETRO COWBOY". 
****** 
DEL FRISCO'S STEAKHOUSE 
 
In the 1800's this area in what is now downtown Fort Worth was known as Hell's Half Acre, a rough-and-tumble area 
where outlaw's enjoyed the likes of saloons, brothels and gambling halls with no one to tell them any better. This particu-
lar address where the two-story building complete with dark wood paneling is now Del Frisco's Double Eagle Steak 
House, was at one time in the 1800's a bathhouse where it is said a man was shot in the head and killed. Apparently he 
still wanders up and down the halls, which have been converted into banquet halls and a bar located upstairs. While the 
steak house is said to serve some mighty fine steaks, it's the ghost that I was interested in when I visited. 
 
As far as Hell's Half Acre, I knew it was a large part of what is now southern downtown Fort Worth and at one time 
spanned the area from Seventh Street to Fifteenth Street. Rumor has it that Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid en-
joyed time here, as well as Wyatt Earp and Doc Holliday, to name a few. So without hesitation, you can see why there 
were probably a couple of murders as well as some interesting stories pertaining to the trouble that can be had in broth-
els, involving prostitutes. In fact, it was a lovely young lady who was said to have hand-filled the murdered man's bath in 
the bathhouse where he took his final hot one. 
 
There were great pains to clean up Hell's Half Acre after a few unsavory incidents occurred, like a prostitute was found 
nailed to the door of a building and, of course, the famous shootout involving Jim Courtright while he was trying to clean 
up "the Acre" but didn't quite accomplish it. Finally, Reverend J. Frank Norris got serious about cleaning up not only that 
area, but the corrupt city leaders as well. He met with some difficulty, but by 1917, Hell's Half Acre was all but gone. 
 
These days, in addition to the possible murdered man's 
ghost, the staff will sometimes tell you about the foot-
steps belonging to no one that can be heard after the 
restaurant is closed. There are also the telling signs of 
cold spots or a gentle brush on the shoulder by an un-
seen hand or just the feeling that someone is watching 
you when the room is empty otherwise. 
 
Go in for a steak; it's one of the best in town. But while 
you're at it, snoop around and see what else you can 
find.  

(Continued from page 6) 
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Protect Your Property: Egret Workshop 
 
The City of Fort Worth is hosting an educational workshop to inform residents about deterring nesting of federally pro-
tected birds. 
 
This free workshop is open to all Fort Worth residents, but especially recommended for residents with mature trees on 
their property.  
 

Egret Workshop 
Saturday, Nov. 10 

9 a.m. - Noon 
Christ Chapel Bible Church, Oak Room 

3701 Birchman Ave. (I-30 at Montgomery) 
 
Why attend? 
Learn to identify nuisance birds. 
Get practical tips to discourage nesting in your yard and protect you property from noise, odor and damage bird nesting 
can cause. 
 
Workshop Schedule 
9-10 a.m.   Brett Johnson, Texas Parks & Wildlife 
      Bird Identification & Legal Issues 
10 a.m. -10:45 a.m. Fort Worth Code Compliance 
      Answers to Frequently Asked Questions 
11 a.m.-Noon  Allyson Baughn, Carrollton Resident 
      Neighborhood Success Story & Practical Tools 
 
For more information, please call the Neighborhood Education Office at 817-392-6201or  
visit: http://fortworthtexas.gov/migratory birds 

http://fortworthtexas.gov/codecompliance/info/default.aspx?id=100194&linkidentifier=id&itemid=100194
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Handley Happenings 
Advertising Rates 

business card ad: $25 per month 
1/4 page ad: $40 per month 
1/2 page ad: $70 per month 

6 month  business card  ad:  $120 
We reserve the right to refuse ads. Acceptance of an ad  

is not an endorsement of products or services. 
Ads must be received by the 15th of the month in order 

to reserve a space. To place an ad call, 
Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059 

Help YOUR newsletter grow   
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area (they will 
be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next newsletter.  

Send in your favorite stories and pictures to: 
Handley Happenings 

P. O. Box 8037 
Fort Worth, Texas 76124 

Or e-mail them to: 
lloyd@historichandley.org 

Your ad  
could  

be here 

Rain barrels on sale again 
They’re Back! 

The City of Fort Worth is again offering the very popular, green, 50-gallon, recycled plastic 
Ivy rain barrels through Rain Water Solutions at the same low price of just $58. 
 
Harvesting rainwater is a great way to conserve water, reduce stormwater pollution and help 
prevent flooding. Use the collected water to soak your foundation, water your garden and 
plants or even wash the car. Purchasing rain barrels this fall will position you to collect water 
to use during the spring growing season. 
 
Ordering an Ivy rain barrel is easy: 
Check out the features of the Ivy 50-gallon rain barrel at RainBarrelProgram.org/
CityofFortWorth. These rain barrels can be linked together to create a larger water storage 
system so buy several at this great price. 
Order and pre-pay for rain barrels with a credit card. Print the receipt to bring to the pick-up 
site. 

Pick up your rain barrel on Nov. 10, 2012 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at America Recycles Day  (LaGrave Field parking 

lot, 301 NE 6th St. Fort Worth 76164). Rain barrels must be picked up at the event. They cannot be delivered to 
your home. 

http://www.rainbarrelprogram.org/cityoffortworth
http://www.rainbarrelprogram.org/cityoffortworth
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Start Early to Stay Well this Winter 
 

Why is it that we have smartphones but still no cure for colds and flu? It’s because we’re dealing with smart 

viruses. Any one of dozens of viruses can infect you — and before you know it, you are coughing, sneezing, 

and sniffling. We only have immunity to those rhinoviruses that we’ve been infected with already— so our im-

mune system needs to be able to optimally react to the various cold or flu germs that can, and will, come our 

way! And each year, the common flu virus is different from the previous year. Why? Because the influenza vi-

ruses are constantly morphing. So, let’s talk about strategies to help you and your family stay as healthy as 

possible this winter! 

Talk to your doctor about immunizations. I encourage everyone to talk to their doctor about whether or not 

getting a flu vaccine and/or a pneumonia vaccine is a good idea—especially if you or a family member fall into 

those groups most at risk. 

Wash your hands frequently. This remains one of the most effective ways to protect yourself and your family 

from colds and flu. Use plain old soap and water. Lather, rinse, and repeat throughout the day—especially after 

you’ve touched door handles or been around anyone who is ill. 

Eat a healthy diet, full of antioxidants and immune supporting nutrients.  This means both avoiding the 

high fat, often fried, and usually unhealthy fast foods, and committing to eating at least FIVE servings of fresh 

fruits and vegetables every day! I personally take 500 mg vitamin C daily through the cold and flu season—and 

double that if I am feeling run-down or have been around someone with a cold! 

Get plenty of rest. Inadequate sleep negatively impacts your immune response.  If you have school-age chil-

dren, make it a priority for them to get at least nine hours of sleep each night. Moms and dads, you should 

strive for seven to eight hours yourself! 

Try a natural approach. Scientific research has led to the discovery of a combination of plant extracts that 

naturally boost the body’s own production of interferon, a component of the immune system that helps fight off 

viruses. Other plant compounds found in elderberry and echinacea extracts can help too. Take these when you 

feel the first sign of something coming on, and continue taking them for about a week as needed. 

Washing hands is one way to keep your immune system strong. 

To your health- 

 
Marti, James and Carter Lawrence 
Shaklee Independent Distributors 
817-925-7608  
817-228-7175 
martiandjames.myshaklee.com  

http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/common-cold/DS00056/DSECTION=causes
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/high_risk.htm
http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/antioxidants-your-immune-system-super-foods-optimal-health
http://pathmicro.med.sc.edu/mhunt/interferon.htm
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Membership Enrollment Form 

        Have a voice in your community.  
      Help shape and improve your 

Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the 
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference. 

  

  

Name __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

        Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
 

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________ 
 
 

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________ 
 
 

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________ 
 
 

Date________________________ 
 
 

Birth date/s_______________________________  Anniversary_______________ 
 
 

Dues are $12.00 per household a year 
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association 

And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037 
 

 

November, 2012 



HISTORIC HANDLEY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

 ASSOCIATION 
P.O.  Box  8037 

Fort Worth, TX  76124-8037 

Helping the community 
through community 

involvement 

In God  
We Trust 
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