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MINUTES FOR HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MONTHLY MEETING 

APRIL 8, 2013 

 

Judy Taylor, HNA President, opened the meeting at 7:00pm.  She also gave the invocation.  There were no reports given or new 

business discussed. 

 

The program was the three candidates for the District 5 city council position:  Frank Moss, Gyna Bivens, and John Turnmire.  Judy 

Taylor was the program moderator.  The program began with each candidate speaking for three minutes.  Then Judy asked the candi-

dates questions that had been submitted in writing by the audience.  Each candidate had one minute to respond.  Kimela Ledbetter, 

HNA Secretary, served as timekeeper while the candidates were speaking. 

 

Judy Taylor adjourned the meeting at 8:00pm. 

 

Submitted by 

Kimela Ledbetter 

HNA Secretary 

 

Handley Neighborhood Association 
Treasurer's Report 

March 11, 2013 – April 20,2013 
 

April is included with this report because of the District 5 Forum 
 

Balance Forward: $ 3,051.19 
Deposits 

Member Dews 3/18/13 $ 332.00 
4/5/13 12.00 

US Treasury Return 4/16/13 400.00  
Total $ 744.00 + 

Balance $ 3795.19 
 

Disbursements 
 

#2051 Betty Coomer Stamps 3/6/13 $ 46.00  
#2053 Betty Coomer News Letter 3/11/13 93.99 

#2054 Glenn Cornwell Web Page 3/22/13 300.00 
#2955 Office Depot Mail labels, seals 3/30/13 20.55 

New Check order with Carbon 3/27/13 
#2201-2320 21.75 

#2201 Kwik Kopy April News Letter 4/4/13 93.99 
Total $ 576.28 - 

Balanced with Bank statement 4/20/13 Balance $ 3218.91 
 

Submitted by President Judy Taylor 
until new treasurer is elected 



VOLUME 12,  ISSUE 5  Page 3 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

May, 2013 

Come and Gone  

 

The pleasure of being president of HNA gave me a great chance to serve as moderator of the association sponsored 

district forum, how fun it was to see the questions and interest of those attending to learn before they go to the poles. 

What should you have been there to ask and learn? What a great opportunity to strengthen our information necessary 

to be an informed voter in the up coming May City Council election, on Monday April 8,2013, Handley Neighborhood 

Association was privileged to host a forum of the three candidates running for District 5 Council seat. The weather 

was very accommodating for Texas, in the spring, no storms were predicted so we gathered and waited for all the 

crowd to file into the Handley United Methodist Fellowship Hall, our expectations were great, when 7 p.m. came a 

crowd of around 40 anxious listeners were ready. Council person Frank Moss and challengers Gyna Bivens and John 

Tunmire were seated at a table before us ready with three minutes of facts they wanted us to know about themselves 

and their qualifications and their desire for District 5 in the future. All were knowledgeable about our challenges and 

opportunities and had different ideas as to what can happen with community corporation. The people had presented 

their questions upon arrival and were interested as each candidate gave a one minute answer to things such as street 

repair, library changes and future, opportunity for new jobs, rail travel, challenges of the gas industry question, long 

and short term projects, dead trees in the right-of-way and litter along our streets. Other questions such as the abun-

dance of payday loans businesses and pawn shops, unwanted criminal activity at car wash businesses, are you pro-

life and how do you look at Trinity River Vision. There were also inquires on the proposed allowance of the sale of 

alcohol within 300' of churches, schools and hospitals and Agenda 21 and even more stressful why do other districts 

get things done that never seem to happen in District 5. The evening was relaxed and offered a chance for a personal 

time as we closed out the meeting. The time has passed so now you must find a way to be comfortable with the infor-

mation you have on the people running for office. 

There are many beautiful flowers blooming in our area that could create a wonderful chance for you to find a friend or 

family member and take a drive through our wonderful community. As you venture out this spring and summer make 

sure you remember the sunscreen and bug spray. A mark on the calendar to remind you to attend a City sponsored 

program on the dangers and options for protection from West Nile Virus would be a wise choice, that mark needs to 

be on April 18,2913 at 6:30 p.m. See you at the Botanic Garden for that meeting. 

On May13, 2013 HNA will enjoy a program delivered by Dawn Youngblood of the Tarrant Archives. We will hear lots 

of fun things about Handley, not the history of who, when, and why she has promised some pictures. It has been 

mentioned that if you have pictures or articles from life in Handley you would like to donate they will be preserved in 

special ways to keep them safe for the future. 

HNA needs you to help us update our records so we can better contact you in the future. We will have a chance at 

the May meeting for you to check your contact information to be sure we have address, phone and e-mail information 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Hi-Such beautiful weather we are 
having now. Spring is upon us--gardens 
are thriving--flowers, especially Iris, are 
beautiful this time of year. The Garden 
Club of Handley have planted flowers all 
around the Gazebo and rose bushes in 
the other beds. Ray and Brad are  
working to get the sprinkler system back 
up and running. As some of you know, 

several years ago we had a sprinkler system installed at 
the Gazebo. It wasn't installed one week before  
someone stole the sprinkler box off the post. We, 
"Friends of Old Towne Handley", are fixing to put cans 
out in various businesses again--we got a Clock for  
Historic Handley last year--we will now be collecting 
money for a new fence around the gazebo. We hope 
you will support us in this. Have you noticed the banners 
on the light posts all over Handley Dr., E. Lancaster and 
Forrest? They are in pretty bad shape--most are faded, 
ragged and just not in very good shape at all. If we get 
enough money on the fence, we would like to get some 
new banners for the area also. We would like to thank 
Jody Hughes and Dr. Tim Reeves for their generous 
donations toward purchasing a new fence. Jody Hughes 
donated another quilt and we had a ticket drawing for 
the quilt. Mrs. Quimby from the antique mall won the 
quilt. She was thrilled to death. 
 
The Enchanted Doll shop still has a lot of "Barbie Dolls" 
for sale at seventy-five % off. Their last day is Thursday, 
April 25th, unless Peggy Yale, the owner, decides to 
keep the shop open another week. For all you parents 
out there, whose little girls love Barbies, it's a good 
chance to get Birthday & Christmas presents, at greatly 
reduced prices. 
 
Our Handley High School Alumni Luncheon had 60 
members in attendance. on April 13th at Smokey's on 
East Lancaster. Smokey's did a superb job for us again 

this year. The food was delicious as ever and they even 
decorate with purple and white tablecloths and cloth 
napkins as well. Purple and white were our school  
colors. We had a drawing for two free lunches--one for 
the oldest member there, who was Detheda Fletcher, 
Larry Fletcher's Mom, who was in her 90's. The second 
lunch was who came the farther-est and they were Bill & 
Melita McGee, from the class of 1958. We all had a  
visiting good time. We meet every six months. 
 
Our Handley Code Blue Group met at Catfish Sam's for 
dinner on April 15th. We had 21 in attendance including 
our Code Blue Coordinator Freddie Holcomb and her 
husband Dub, Kim Gardiner, our Neighborhood Police 
Officer and several other guests. A good time was had 
by all. 
 
One of our members of Handley Neighborhood Assoc. 
and Handley Code Blue, Doris Thomas fell recently and 
was in the hospital several days for tests and is now in a 
rehab place on Hulen, "Stonegate". I know she would 
appreciate some cards. She is so good to send to  
others. Please remember her in your thoughts and 
prayers. My sister, Bonnie Opitz, is home and doing 
good after her back surgery. Please remember both 
Bonnie & Doris in your prayers. Doris's address is 7205 
Jewell, Ft. Worth, Tx 76112. Gary Kauth from Eastside 
Antiques has been under the weather recently. We miss 
you, Gary. Hurry & get well.  
 
Doris Harrison lives in West. I talked to her after the  
explosion down there. Luckily she and her family were 
not hurt in the explosion. She lives with her daughter 
and they lived far enough away that they were not   
affected. 
 
Get your calendars out and mark April 29th for Captain 
Barclay's Meeting at 6:00 p.m. at the Handley Rec.  

(Continued on page 5) 

BETTY’S ISLAND 

May, 2013 

Eastside Antiques 
Open Monday-Tuesday By Chance 
Open Wednesday– Saturday 11-5 

 
 
3132 Handley Dr. 
Fort Worth, Texas 76112           817-492-4200 
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Center. 
 
The next meeting of the Eastside Community Advisory 
Committee will be on a Monday night, May 6, 6 p.m. at 
the Handley Rec. Center. 
 
The next training "COPS TRAINING" will begin on May 
18th at the Police Training Center, 8 a.m.--4 p.m. 
 
Handley Neighborhood Assoc. meets 2nd Monday of 
each month, and Handley Code Blue meets the 3rd 
Monday of each month. 
 
Eastside Ministries is in great need of men's clothing as 
well as food. Remember, you can also donate to ESM in 
someone’s memory or to honor someone. 
 
Meals on Wheels need volunteers to deliver food to our 
needy. It just takes 1 1/2 to 2 hours of your time. It's very 
rewarding. I enjoy my clients and look forward to seeing 
them twice a week. 
 
Be sure to be on the lookout for anything or anyone  
suspicious when you are out driving around. Call the 
police if you see anything going on. Keep your doors of 
your car as well as your house locked at all times. 
 
I went to see Old "BO" again the other day. He's a sweet 
old battle scarred warrior. He still goes to church on 
Wednesday's up on the hill from Jane's Secret Place. He 
gets fed chicken. When he needs his shots or anything, 
all the merchants up and down Bryan Street kick in & 
help pay for it. In the evenings the Doctor comes by and 
"Bo" follows him home for the night. 
 
My parrot, "Maggie Mae" talks up a storm, but boy oh 
boy does she have a temper. I guess she doesn't like for 
me to talk on the phone. She will screech to the top of 
her lungs until I get off the phone. She jabbers a long 
sentence, don't have any idea what she is saying, but 
that might be a good thing, as she may be blessing me 
out. I do so enjoy her. 
 

(Continued from page 4) I just got through taking a brush and Odor-Ban cleaner 
and tried to clean my carpet in the den. My little 15 year 
old Dachshund, Heidi, is a mess. The other two dogs will 
go in & out the dog door, but not her. She gets even with 
me for leaving her. I tell you what, "Iffin there is any dog 
poop to clean up at the pearly gates, I'm a gonna take 
my chances below." 
 
I continue to go to WinStar--we have fun and good eats. 
Seems as though lately I have been leaving a deposit up 
there to keep the other deposits company that I have left 
there before.  
 
Don't forget every 1st Saturday during the spring and 
summer & fall months there is a flea market at the Hand-
ley Antique Mall. 
 
We would like to thank the Handley Fire Department for 
mowing and weed-eating the grass at the Gazebo on 
Handley Drive. It is greatly appreciated. 
Take care until next time. Betty Coomer 
 

 

5,000 ATTEND OUR FIRST FESTIVAL IN HISTORIC 
HANDLEY 
 
An estimated 5,000 people attended our First Festival 
and Street Dance on Saturday, October 23, 1999. We 
had a delightful evening with perfect weather and a full 
moon. Our festival was truly a family affair. It got under-
way about an hour early with the Moslah Temple Bed-
ouin Band marching up Handley Drive to our new ga-
zebo for their evening performance. A number of historic 
homes & businesses were open for touring. We had 54 
antique cars and trucks entered in our show with fifteen 
plaques and trophies awarded to the winners. 
 
Handley-Hicks Gallery hosted a special exhibition of 
photographs and memorabilia recounting the history of 
the community of Handley. Music for the evening was 
provided by Memory Makin' Music. An outstanding  

(Continued on page 6) 
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railroads.  
 
To meet its lifesaving goals, Operation Lifesaver strives 
to increase public awareness of the highway-rail grade 
crossing environment and to improve driver and  
pedestrian behavior at these crossings. Enforcement a 
ctivities encourage compliance with traffic laws relating to 
crossing signs and signals. Operation Lifesaver also  
supports engineering improvement, including installation 
and upgrading of crossing warning devices and signs, 
where appropriate. 
 
The train has one diesel engine at one end and two  
diesel engines on the other end. The front engine is 
equipped with a camera that enables you to watch the 
tracks where you are going and oncoming trains on a 
television monitor in each train car. The train has 11 cars 
that include a sleeper car, a baggage car, two dome cars, 
a private car for the Chef and mechanics, a dining car, 
lounge car with bathrooms, and coach cars. The seats 
are nice and big with lots of room. At sixty mph the ride 
was smooth and comfortable. Each car had a  
representative of the railroad to inform the passengers 
about safety and details of the train. Trains cannot stop 
quickly; an average freight train traveling 55 mph requires 
approximately 5,260 feet or one mile stopping distance. 
They reminded us to always look both ways at a Railroad 
Crossing before crossing. Highway-rail grade crossing 
collisions in Texas have been reduced each year since 
1994 as a result of this program. Our trip was enjoyable 
and many of us passengers were having their first train 

ride. 
 
This article was 
written by William 
Ludwig from the 
same newsletter 
of 1999. 

(Continued on page 7) 

performance by Christian country artist, Stephanie 
Reeves, was enjoyed by all. Trolley rides were provided 
by the Moslah Temple Shrine Clowns. Fire Station #24 
held an open house and let kids of all ages ride the Pa-
rade Fire Truck. One of the booths that drew a large 
crowd was Martin Martinez of Cosmo Universal Art with 
his unique art designs. Vendor booths lined both sides of 
Handley Drive with arts and crafts, animal petting, food 
and drink, cake walks, games and contests. Becky  
Haskin read proclamation on behalf of Mayor Kenneth 
Barr for the First Handley Festival and Street Dance and 
presented it to Doris Harrison. She also presented Sid 
Landrum. President of the Handley Ex Students  
Association with a proclamation honoring the Handley 
High School Ex Students who were in Handley for their 
fall reunion. Most of them attended our festival after  
enjoying their reunion that morning and afternoon. "Air 
One" Police helicopter flew over with their spotlight  
lighting up Handley Drive and the neighborhood and 
sounding their siren acknowledging our festivities.  
 
A special thanks to all who worked so hard to make this 
festival a great success. Planning is underway to have an 
even bigger and better festival on October 14, 2000. After 
festival expenses our estimated profit is a little over 
$13,000. It will go toward the Handley revitalization  
efforts of the Handley Initiative. The tee shirts were  
designed by Mary Jeter especially for our festival. 
 
This article was in our Neighbors In Handley--Handley 
Neighborhood Association, Fourth Quarter, 1999, Volume 
1-Number 3 Newsletter. 
************************** 
ALL ABOARD THE OPERATION LIFESAVER SPECIAL 
On a sunny October afternoon over 300 people of all 
ages boarded the Union Pacific Operation Lifesaver  
special in downtown Handley for a free round trip to 
Grand Prairie. The Operation Lifesaver is an active,  
continuing public education program designed to  
eliminate collisions , deaths and injuries at highway-grade 
crossings and on railroad right-of-ways. It is sponsored 
cooperatively by federal, state and local government 
agencies, highway safety organizations, and the nation's 

(Continued from page 5) 
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*************************** 
HANDLEY HIGH SCHOOL REUNION 
The Handley High School Ex Students Association held 
their fall reunion at the Handley-Meadowbrook Lion's 
Club on Saturday, October 13, 1999. Their Alumni  
Association consists of over a thousand members who 
reside in 35 states: 293 continue to live and contribute to 
the quality of life in Fort Worth, 153 are still in the  
Handley area. 225 exes attended their reunion and many 
of them attended our Festival Saturday night where 
Becky Haskins read and presented their President, Sid 
Landrum, with a proclamation declaring Saturday as 
Handley High School Ex Students Association Day in 
Handley. The exes will return to Handley April 29, 2000 
for their Spring Reunion. 
 
Our Handley High School Alumni Assoc. used to have 
over 1000 members. We now have approximately 60  
attend our luncheons. People moving away, illnesses and 
deaths have taken their toll on our membership. Betty 
Coomer 

(Continued from page 6) 

Your ad  
could  

be here 
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Handley Happenings 
Advertising Rates 

business card ad: $25 per month 
1/4 page ad: $40 per month 
1/2 page ad: $70 per month 

6 month  business card  ad: $120 
We reserve the right to refuse 

ads. Acceptance of an ad is not 
an endorsement of products or 

services. 
Ads must be received by the 15th 
of the month in order to reserve a 

space. To place an ad call, 
Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059 

current. Would you like to see some recognition of your birthday or anniversary can't happen if you have not provided 

the dates. We are desiring to reach each home quickly and at an economical price by using e-mail to all those con-

nected. When have you told a friend or neighbor about HNA opportunities for information and fun? Let's try to involve 

more people in the association it is a great place to feast, fellowship and have fun. What is it that you think would be a 

good program for the future, we would like to hear your ideas, take a minute to share with us at a meeting, by e-mail at 

HNAofficers@yahoo.com. This is your organization what can you tell someone in the area about us?  

Looking forward to seeing you at the May meeting; 

Judy Taylor 

President 

 
 

HNA is collecting supplies to be given to East Handley Elementary School teachers to help them with things needed to 

help students. These supplies will be collected at each meeting till August when school starts. Please keep the list 

handy so you can pick up something each time you are out shopping. 

Glue Sticks # 2 Pencils 

Map Pencils Water-based Markers 

Pocket Folders Notebook Paper 

Composition Notebook 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Help YOUR newsletter grow   
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area (they will 
be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next newsletter.  

Send in your favorite stories and pictures to: 
Handley Happenings 

P. O. Box 8037 
Fort Worth, Texas 76124 

Or e-mail them to: 
lloyd@historichandley.org 

 

HNA is collecting supplies to be 

given to East Handley Elementary 

School teachers to help them with 

things needed to help students. 

These supplies will be collected at 

each meeting till August when 

school starts. Please keep the list 

handy so you can pick up some-

thing each time you  

are out shopping. 

Glue Sticks # 2 Pencils 

Map Pencils Water-based Markers 

Pocket Folders Notebook Paper 

Composition Notebook 

Your Ad  
Could Be Here 
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Hello Everyone... 
 
Just FYI for those of you interested... 
 
The whole issue of the railroad "quiet zone" has been talked about so much in the past years, especially as the track 
got busier -- and in recent years, as the school was planned, built, and opened. We thought, several years ago, that 
we had a chance of getting the quiet zone established, but negative media attention put a hamper on that as railroad 
engineers and planners had to re-think the whole process. The good news is that the application for the quiet zone 
for the intersection of Handley is going forward. This is definitely a huge factor when it comes to development 
when Handley is this close to the railroad line. 
 
The improvements that we saw at the crossing located at Handley Drive over the past month included the initial nec-
essary changes to infrastructure to accommodate the quiet zone requirements and process. Over the next few 
months, we will be seeing even more work being completed in order to be able to have the quiet zone at this crossing. 
Since the initial work being completed, there are now three more "major" tasks to do, which are: 
 
the removal of the abandoned railroad track that is currently there at the intersection; 
 
building a median on both sides of the track (which is now under design); 
 
and the last step will be to file the paperwork with the railroad and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA).  

Thankfully, the Transportation and Public Works Department for the City of Fort Worth is spearheading and oversee-
ing the necessary work, and they expect to be finished with it, as well as completed the necessary paperwork for the 
railroad, by the end of this year.  
 
If anyone has any questions about the quiet zone process, the person to contact with the City of Fort Worth will be Tai 
Nguyen, with the Transportation and Public Works Department, who works with the City of Fort Worth Railroad Safety 
Program. His email his Tai.Neguyen@FortWorthTexas.gov.  
 
Again, this is just FYI for those of you who have been campaigning for the quiet zone...let's continue to support it and 
help the City any way that we can as we go through the process of establishing the zone for Handley. 
Brad Haskovec 
General Manager of the Historic Handley Antique Mall 
t: 817-451-8663 | m: 682-231-2723  

 
 
 

http://us.mc28.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Tai.Neguyen@FortWorthTexas.gov
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Membership Enrollment Form 

        Have a voice in your community.  
      Help shape and improve your 

Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the 
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference. 

  

  

Name __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

        Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
 

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________ 
 
 

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________ 
 
 

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________ 
 
 

Date________________________ 
 
 

Birth date/s_______________________________  Anniversary_______________ 
 
 

Dues are $12.00 per household a year 
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association 

And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037 
 

 

May, 2013 



HISTORIC HANDLEY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

 ASSOCIATION 
P.O.  Box  8037 

Fort Worth, TX  76124-8037 

Helping the community 
through community 

involvement 

In God  
We Trust 

May, 2013 

 


