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BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

LaVelle Bothe; 2/04
A.D. Williamson; 2/05
Matthew Hoover; 2/06/81
Mary Pluenneke; 2/10/45
Jackie Walton; 2/10
Will Dryden; 2/13
Sharen Mobley 2/14/52
Paula Church; 2/15/1951
Lillie Fletcher 2/16/1957
Leola Taylor Bright;2/17
Doris Raymond; 2/19/1941
Marvel Storey; 2/19/1930
Edward Raymond; 2/21/1939
Betty A. Coomer; 2/23/1940
Marie Kauth; 2/23
Ella M. Stewart 2/23/26

Barbara Gatewood; 2/5/1976
Will & Nedia Dryden; 3/14
Edward & Doris Raymond; 3/20/64
Mr. & Mrs. F.D. Lawson; 3/28
Javier & Shelley Ruiz; 3/30/87
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HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MINUTES
FEBRUARY 11, 2013
The Handley Neighborhood Association met on Monday, February 11, 2013 at the Handley United Methodist Church.
Vice President Judy Taylor called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. Prayer was given by JoAnn Wells. All guests and
members were welcomed. There were 26 in attendance.
Judy Taylor introduced Monica Neal and Ashley Cooper from Treasure Chest Learning Center and thanked them for
providing the food tonight. The Treasure Chest Learning is located at Handley United Methodist Church and is open
from 5:30am -8:30pm. Presently have 47 children and five teachers.
The minutes and treasurer’s reports were read and approved.
Wanda Conlin presented a petition for a new Fort Worth Library at Oakland and E. Lancaster to be included in the 2014
bond package. Can go to Kwik Kopy to sign or sign the petition tonight.
NPO Kim Gardner reported that there were 5 offences during the week of February 2 thru 8. Flyers were passed out on
the Nextdoor.com website which is being used across the country. Nextdoor makes it easy to communicate with your
neighbors about the issues that matter most in your community.
Betty Coomer, Code Blue reported that there have been many breakins and recommended a Door Devil . The Historic
Handley Development Corp. received an estimate for fencing around the gazebo today. Tickets are on sale for $2on a
beautiful quilt. The drawing will be March 2 with the funds going toward the fence for the gazebo. There will be a Chili
dinner on Friday, February 22 at the Cultural Center on Forest at 5:00pm-7:00pm. Donations are $5.
Joann Ehlers announced that she received a letter from IRS that the Association has been reinstated as a tax exempt
organization.
John Paul Puryear announced that he was forming an Alumni Association for Eastern Hills High School. Also, a Fort
Worth Clean Up will be held on April 6. Submit a requisition on areas to be cleaned up.
Ballots were passed out to vote for President, Vice President and Secretary. The ballots were counted by Acting Secretary Shirley Collins-Cornwell and Bill Stevens. While ballots were counted word games were passed out and worked.
Elected were President – Judy Taylor, Vice President- Shelley Ruiz and Secretary – Kimela Ledbetter.
The March meeting speaker will be Mayor Betsy Price.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm
Respectively submitted by
Shirley Collins-Cornwell
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
March a month for a NEW BEGINNINGS at HNA, my desire for Handley Neighborhood Association is that we can
bloom and grow in support and respect for one another and become a group of people not acting alone but as a
group for the betterment of our community. The encouragement and support you are showing me as I step into this
unknown role as leader of a great bunch of people has me in awe. As this year gets under way I need your input as to
what you would like to accomplish and learn in 2013, together we can do great things, as one I am limited, so please
stop and think of what service projects we need to do and what programs would interest, educate and entertain you,
then let me know and we will be on a path of success. We will soon have more daylight available since our clocks will
SPRING FORWARD on March 10, lets use our time to the betterment of HNA. Another date to remember is March
31, when we can celebrate the resurrection of Jesus with praise at sunrise services and egg hunts for children. Be
thinking about whether you would like for HNA to join other groups in the great City of Fort Worth for the Cowtown
Clean up, on Saturday, April 6, we need a group of willing people who can and will help in the clean up of trash
around Handley. There are a variety of ways you can help, some might hold the bag open as someone else picks up,
bring a picker so you don't have to bend over while working, deliver water, collect the bags and deliver them to the
pick up sight, be creative and join the group for fellowship as we clean. Jo Ann Ehlers will be leading this project if we
decide we want to participate this year, check your calendar and save the date, April 6, 2013, so you will be able to
sign up when the sign up sheet comes around.
See you March 11, 2013 for HNA meeting;
Judy Taylor
President
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TREASURER’S ISLAND
Hi I hope this finds everyone well
and happy. Say, how do you like this
weather we are having--hot one day
--cold the next? No wonder we all
have the sniffles and allergies. We
are never happy. Summer will soon
be upon us and we'll be wishing for
winter again. Not me, since I lost
150 lbs. I freeze to death.
Well, I went to see old "BO", the battle scarred,
blood-shot eyed old hound dog over at Jane's Secret place last Monday. He remembered me and let
me love on him. He has been adopted by a doctor
who lives and works over in the hospital district.
The doctor comes by and gets "BO" every evening
and they both prance up the street to his new
home. He no longer has to be outdoors in bad
weather at night and on week-ends. He's one lucky
dog.
Just FYI, The application for the quiet zone for the
intersection of Handley Dr. is finally going forward.
Handley, as we already know is quite close to the
railroad line. Over the next few months, we will be
seeing more work being completed in order to be
able to have the quite zone at this crossing. This is
definitely a huge factor when it comes to development when Handley is this close to the railroad line.
Lets support and help the city any way we can as
we go through the process of establishing the quiet
zone for Handley. There are a few more major
tasks to be completed before this can become a
reality. Paper work and necessary work hopefully
will be finished by the end of this year.

A note from Carol Austin, who is a Handley High
School Alumni member and also a HNA member.
"I enjoyed your story about "Smitty". Of course, I
lived around the corner from him and was best
friends with Betty Walling, his step-daughter. The
five of us girls that ran around together in high
school have stayed friends all thru the years and all
lived around the old Handley High School. They
were Betty Walling, Shirley Ingle, Patsy Pridgeon,
Anna Myrl Rutledge and me. Betty and Anna Myrl
have died, but the rest of us are still kicking!!
Thanks for the memories." Smitty had the little
church up on the hill on Craig Street.
Here are some dates for you to put on your calendars.
Crime Control and Prevention District--Citizens Input Meeting to discuss the Crime Control & Prevention District (CCPD) funding priorities and to identify
ongoing and future program initiatives relative to
the FY 2014 CCPD Budget.
Thursday, March 7, 2013--6:30 p.m. at City Hall
Pre Council Chambers---1000 Throckmorton
Street, 2nd floor, Ft. Worth, Texas 76102
The Cowtown Clean-Up is Saturday, April 6th from
8a.m. to 11a.m.To register as a member of Handley Neighborhood Association go to :
www.FortWorthTexas.gov/KFWB Information as to
where you will meet--you need to contact Judy Taylor our new Handley Neighborhood Association
President at : bobby_j_taylor@sbcglobal.net .
(Continued on page 5)

Eastside Antiques
Open Monday-Tuesday By Chance
Open Wednesday– Saturday 11-5
3132 Handley Dr.
Fort Worth, Texas 76112
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(Continued from page 4)

Citizens on Patrol Appreciation Luncheon-Saturday, March 9th, 2013, 7:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Will Rogers Memorial Center,
3401 West Lancaster Ave.--Registration and
Breakfast: 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. All C.O.P. members and their spouses are invited to attend this
annual event.
Friday, March 15th--6:00 p.m. is the Lion's Club
Auction on Craig Street. Good eats and good auction and lots of fun.
The 2 remaining Chief's Meetings for this year are
the quarterly meetings August 13 , 2013 and November 12, 2013.
Handley Neighborhood Assoc. meets March 11th,
2013 at Handley United Methodist Church--6:30
p.m.
Handley Code Blue meets March 18th, 2013 at the
store front on Forest Ave.
Captains meeting is March 25th, 6:00 p.m. at the
Handley Community Center.
Handley Alumni Luncheon is April 13, 2013 at
Smokey's-10am-2pm.
The fall alumni luncheon will be October 19, 2013.
I had a marvelous 73rd Birthday. Thank all of you
who sent me cards, wished me Happy Birthday on
Facebook & etc. Marie Kauth of Eastside Antiques
and I share the same birthday--her family had a
cake for us. M & M Resale shop, James had a BBQ
dinner and Jody Hughes furnished a delicious
chocolate cake and Doris & I brought the salads. I
was wined and dined by nieces and nephews and
my sister had a meal for me and our card playing
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buddies. I feel so blessed to have so many good
friends and family, who are so good to me. Many
thanks to all of you for a fantastic day or I should
say days and for all the lovely gifts.
For alumni members, I am working on the Handley
High School Roster. If you know of any corrections
that need to be made, please contact me ASAP, so
I can get these corrections made before our next
meeting in April. I will be making copies of the roster in early April. betty.coomer@att.net cell_ 682365-3261 Home 817-457-9059.
We lost a long time Handley Neighborhood Assoc.
member as well as a Handley High School Alumni
member. Doris Reynolds passed away the latter
part of February. We also lost another Handley N.
Assoc. member in February--Dorothy Phelps.
Please remember their families in your thoughts
and prayers. Clinton Claiborne, Jean McClung's
Dad also passed away. Clinton and Dorothy were
members of Handley United Methodist Church.
My Sister, Bonnie Opitz, is to have back surgery
March 14th.
I finally got me a bird. Her name is "Maggie Mae".
She talks and squawks. She is a lot of company.
Do you remember the series on TV "Barretta"? He
was the person who had a large white "Cockatoo".
Maggie Mae is a smaller Cockatoo. She is in a
cage where she can't get out like the other bird did.
There is talk of possibly putting a Kid's Garden
(community Garden) at the gazebo this year.
This year we are not going to have a "Car Show" at
the Handley Street festival. Its possible we will
have a street dance at the festival. We are working
on getting a permanent stage for the festival area.
(Continued on page 6)
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We are beginning to ask for donations to go toward
a new fence at our gazebo area on Handley Drive.
Jody Hughes has donated a quilt to go toward the
cost. We will again put some collection cans in the
businesses in Handley to ask for donations for the
fence. We got the clock last year for our area. The
name plaques will soon be installed with names of
the people who contributed $100.00 or more towards the clock. We will again have a plaque put on
the fence for those people who contribute $100.00
or more toward the fence. This is a community project and we sure could use your help and support.
Thanks to Jody Hughes and Dr. Reeves for their
donations. This money goes in our account "Friends
of Old Town Handley" (FOOTH). We need new banners for our light posts. We want to do community
projects to get nice things for our Historic Community. In time, wouldn't it be nice to have signs or
brick signs at each end of our Historic Handley area
"WELCOME TO HISTORIC HANDLEY?" We need
to get our Historic Community more on the map.
Our HHDC--Historic Handley Development Corp.
will be having some fund raisers started to help pay
for the festival expenses. We hope you will come
out and help support us.
We had a very informative Captain’s Meeting this
month. We saw films on the Fort Worth Gang Intervention/Prevention. There are 400 gangs in the Ft.
Worth area with 111 active gangs. Most gang members are Hispanic in the 18-24 age group.
Most are dropouts from school. Forty percent are
African American with 47% Hispanic. Eastern Hills
has the Treetop Bloods---Regency Oaks Bloods.
Kim Gardner is Neighborhood Police Officer for our
area.
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The thieves have got smart--they now break out a
window glass to get inside your home--if they raise
a window the alarm will go off, where it won't go off
with a broken window. Be on the lookout where ever
you go. Keep your doors & windows locked both at
home and in your car.
Please remember our sick & bereaved in your
thoughts and prayers. Until next time, take care,
Betty A. Coomer
——————————————————————FORT WORTH
HANDLEY
Prior to the Civil War, Fort Worth was a dirty, dreary,
cold, mean little place. In 1865, K.M. Van Zandt arrived and said he saw a dead and gloomy picture.
There were few businesses -some of them closed.
The courthouse was started, but construction suspended.
Situations began to change. The Civil War was over
and restless people, some in search of new homes
and happiness moved westward. The familiar saying of "Gone to Texas" was frequently heard. Stagecoach routes appeared and one such was from Dallas to Fort Worth. It ran a bit southwardly to include
Johnson Station and a spot on Village Creek was a
favorite watering place for drivers. On one particular
trip, a young clothing salesman was on board. He
seemed to take a liking to the area. Perhaps he too
was one who was in search of a place to make a
new home. This was the Major James Madison
Handley for whom our community is named. He was
of a Virginia family, though his father had moved to
Georgia, and Handley had served with distinction in
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

the Civil War with the troops from Alabama. This trip
to Fort Worth by stagecoach is believed to have
been in 1865 or 1866 and we don't know if it was his
first trip or not. Salesmen in those days were known
as drummers. Handley liked the area so much that
he stopped in Fort Worth to buy some 600 acres in
Handley and several lots on Houston Street. Returning to New York, he then went to Birmingham, Alabama, to visit cousins, the Haynies, and then persuaded them to come here to manage his farm.
As in the plot of any good Western, the building of a
railroad can make or break an area. Luckily the T &
P Railroad saw fit to put its lines through to include
the present community, and a station house was
built just east of the old Depot that many of us remember. Stories of how and why Handley was honored by naming the town for him vary. Residents of
the Village Creek area then moved their homes to
Handley. When the Haynies arrived by train some
time later, only seven families lived here. Mr. & Mrs.
George Beggs, Sr. met their train and escorted
them to the house the Major had built for them. Besides the Beggs, the McRaes, Swansons,
Washburns, Barnes, Thomases, McBees lived here.
Some railroad workers lived in three section houses.
Although at this time we find only three houses between Handley and Poly.
We really have found out little of the personal life of
Major Handley. There are many stories as to where
he lived; one being that he lived in a small house,
surrounded by a picket fence, located where the
Jamies Drive-In Grocery on Lancaster now is. One
lady, who as a young girl helped to throw the paper,
told us he would be waiting on his porch every afternoon for his paper and she would go up and hand it
to him. When we would ask if she had ever heard
him tell of his war stories she remarked, "Oh no, my
mother would not have wanted me to talk to him."
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Rumor too was that he was mean, grumpy, and was
known to have not been a teetotaler. Whether or not
if any of these are true, we actually don't know. He is
not listed in the 1880 Census of Tarrant County.
Whether he was away or just enumerated by the
census taker is someone’s guess. The 1890 Census
was burned and the 1900 has yet to be released.
One story does tell us that he was involved in an unhappy love affair. He had met a Miss Rhetta Farnsworth, who was visiting at the home of an uncle of
hers. They fell madly in love, but she was stricken
with arthritis and thus they could never marry. The
Major, however, saw that she was treated at all
health resorts around. It is apparent he died a lonely
man on March 25, 1906. He was first buried in the
Old Handley Cemetery, but the body was removed
to Rose Hill Cemetery. One legend is that it was a
dream of the Major to have had a home atop the hill
that is now the cemetery. Another is that he actually
lived there.
The late Mrs. Ada Kell, nee Ada Haynie, was a girl of
12 when she came from Alabama. She recalled the
Major telling her of his dreams that someday Dallas
and Fort Worth would meet. About 1900 a group of
Easterners came through to look over the possibilities of building an electric railroad between Dallas
and Fort Worth. The Major is said to have brought
these men to the Kell home and between Miss Ada's
cooking and his persuasion the plant was built here
and became the North Texas Traction Company.
*****************************************
The Handley Antique Mall has started up its 1st Saturday Flea Market---March 2nd was the first one.
Every 1st Saturday in the month there will be an outside flea market--many times we will have entertainment and of course there will always be food to eat.
Please come join us for a fun filled day.
_________________________________________
(Continued on page 8)
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Did you know that the East division of the Ft. Worth Police Force has a "Bike Team?" You might see them on special
details occasionally riding up & down Lancaster Ave. targeting problems with street people committing minor crimes in
the area. The target area has a zero tolerance approach toward crimes committed by street persons. They target any
street person who loiters for the purpose of begging or is committing any crimes in that area. This detail resulted in a
large number of arrests of street persons around the Lancaster and Oakland area.
Did you know that anyone selling door to door should be reported as there is a city ordinance on solicitation?
Your house numbers should be visible for the emergency responders . This can increase response time.
During TAX time--be sure to watch out for Identity Theft. Scammers can use your Social Security number to get a job,
or to collect your tax refund.
The next East Division Crime Watch Training Schedule is: 10:00 am --11:30am & 6:30pm-8:00pm. and the Dates are
as follows.
March 26th, April 23rd, May 28th, June 25th, July 23rd, August 27th, September 24th, October 22nd, November 26th,
December 17th. All trainings will be held on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 1100 Nashville. Michael Grigsby 817392-4834-michael.grigsby@fortworthtexas.gov.
When looking for a job, use caution when applying to or for jobs and don't fall for a check cashing scam that uses Better Business Bureau's name.
(Continued on page 10)

Handley Happenings
Advertising Rates
business card ad: $25 per month
1/4 page ad: $40 per month
1/2 page ad: $70 per month
6 month business card ad: $120
We reserve the right to refuse
ads. Acceptance of an ad is not
an endorsement of products or
services.
Ads must be received by the 15th
of the month in order to reserve a
space. To place an ad call,
Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059
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David Fuchshuber 2/26/1940
Glen Carr; 2/26
David Fuchshuber; 2/26/1940
Freddie Holcomb; 2/26/1940
Jim Kimsey; 3/04/1940
Craig McConnell; 3/04/1955
Jackie Huff; 3/05
Billie Polk; 3/14/1933
Bob Storey; 3/15/1926
Clara M. Clark 3/16/1931
Richard Tyler; 3/18
Judy Taylor; 3/26/1941
Ernestine Ferguson 3/27/1929
Wanda Knight; 3/27
Carter Lawrence; 3/31

Help YOUR newsletter grow
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area (they will
be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next newsletter.
Send in your favorite stories and pictures to:
Handley Happenings
P. O. Box 8037
Fort Worth, Texas 76124
Or e-mail them to:
lloyd@historichandley.org

Your ad
could
be here
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Hello Everyone...
Just FYI for those of you interested...
The whole issue of the railroad "quiet zone" has been talked about so much in the past years, especially as the track
got busier -- and in recent years, as the school was planned, built, and opened. We thought, several years ago, that
we had a chance of getting the quiet zone established, but negative media attention put a hamper on that as railroad
engineers and planners had to re-think the whole process. The good news is that the application for the quiet zone
for the intersection of Handley is going forward. This is definitely a huge factor when it comes to development
when Handley is this close to the railroad line.
The improvements that we saw at the crossing located at Handley Drive over the past month included the initial necessary changes to infrastructure to accommodate the quiet zone requirements and process. Over the next few
months, we will be seeing even more work being completed in order to be able to have the quiet zone at this crossing.
Since the initial work being completed, there are now three more "major" tasks to do, which are:
the removal of the abandoned railroad track that is currently there at the intersection;
building a median on both sides of the track (which is now under design);
and the last step will be to file the paperwork with the railroad and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA).
Thankfully, the Transportation and Public Works Department for the City of Fort Worth is spearheading and overseeing the necessary work, and they expect to be finished with it, as well as completed the necessary paperwork for the
railroad, by the end of this year.
If anyone has any questions about the quiet zone process, the person to contact with the City of Fort Worth will be Tai
Nguyen, with the Transportation and Public Works Department, who works with the City of Fort Worth Railroad Safety
Program. His email his Tai.Neguyen@FortWorthTexas.gov.
Again, this is just FYI for those of you who have been campaigning for the quiet zone...let's continue to support it and
help the City any way that we can as we go through the process of establishing the zone for Handley.
Brad Haskovec
General Manager of the Historic Handley Antique Mall
t: 817-451-8663 | m: 682-231-2723

(Continued from page 8)

Twenty one years ago Fort Worth was rated as one of the highest crime riddled cities in the nation.Now, thanks to hard
work and putting a great plan in motion Code Blue/Citizens on Patrol came into being and now Fort Worth is one of the
safest cities in the nation.
The next Code Blue Training Class will be on Saturday, May 18, 2013. August 17, 2013 and November 16, 2013. All
COP training sessions are on Saturdays, 8am to 4pm at the FWPD Police Training Center at 1000 Calvert.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me and if I don't know the answer or etc. I will try to
find out for you. Betty Coomer Captain of Handley Code Blue 817-457-9059 and cell: 682-365-3261 or
betty.coomer@att.net
It's Daylight Savings Time! Remember to change your clocks on Sunday, March 10, 2013. Spring forward, fall back.
Spring Break is March 11-15, 2013. Our Code Blue Coordinator is Freddie Holcomb for East Division. 817-392-4846
freddie.holcomb@fortworthtexas.gov 5650 E. Lancaster
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Membership Enrollment Form

Have a voice in your community.
Help shape and improve your
Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference.

Name __________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________

Date________________________

Birth date/s_______________________________ Anniversary_______________

Dues are $12.00 per household a year
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association
And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037

VOLUME 12, ISSUE 3

March, 2013

Page 11

HISTORIC HANDLEY
NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 8037
Fort Worth, TX 76124-8037

Helping the community
through community
involvement

In God
We Trust
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