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Paraprosdokians
Paraprosdokian: a figure of speech in which the latter part of a sentence or phrase is surprising or unexpected- frequently used in a humorous situation.
Do not argue with an idiot. He will drag you down to his level and beat you with experience.
The last thing I want to do is hurt you. But it's still on my list.
Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear bright until you hear them speak.
If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong.
We never really grow up; we only learn how to act in public.
War does not determine who is right - only who is left.
Knowledge knows a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.
Evening news is where they begin with 'Good Evening,' and then proceed to tell you why it isn't.
To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is research.
A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where a train stops. On my desk, I have a work station.
I thought I wanted a career. Turns out I just wanted paychecks.
Whenever I fill out an application, in the part that says, 'In case of emergency, notify:' I put 'DOCTOR.'
I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you.
Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street with a bald head and a beer gut, and still think
they are sexy.
Behind every successful man is his woman. Behind the fall of a successful man is usually another woman.
A clear conscience is the sign of a fuzzy memory.
You do not need a parachute to skydive. You only need a parachute to skydive twice.
Money can't buy happiness, but it sure makes misery easier to live with.
There's a fine line between cuddling and holding someone down so they can't get away.
I used to be indecisive. Now I'm not so sure.
You're never too old to learn something stupid.
To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call whatever you hit the target.
Nostalgia isn't what it used to be.
Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.
Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing in a garage makes you a car.
Where there's a will, there’s a relative.
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Day light savings time begins Sunday, March 11th.
Happy St. Patrick's Day March 17th.
First day of spring March 20th.
Seems like we have had fall all winter and with all the rain, the weeds are thriving.
Our February meeting program was L.G. Swift from the eSkills Library and Job Center (old Handley-Meadowbrook
Library). He explained the programs that the library provides including computer training and job training and search.
There are still books that can be checked out and any material that they do not have, they can obtain from another
library.
Judy Taylor, Bill Stevens and I attended the winter session of Neighborhood University presented by the city's
Neighborhood Education Office. Some of the topics covered were: Update: Transportation and Public Works, Zoning
Changes: Organizing for Effective Influence, Tools for Great Meetings and a presentation by Rubin Olmos, our
Neighborhood Education Specialist. Good information given.
Also, Judy, Bill and I attended the Crime Control and Prevention District Board meeting to learn how the money is
distributed. Two of the items considered and approved were Budget Adjustments to Zero Tolerance and NPO Programs and Budget Adjustments to the Officer's Recruitment Program.
Saturday, March 10th from 8:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. at the Botanic Gardens a free seminar will be held. Topics covered
will be Native and Adapted Plants for Water Saving Landscape, Water/Energy Conservation thru Landscape Design
and Growing Edibles using Companion Planting Techniques. Also a session on ask the experts and a tour of the Water Conservation Garden. Remember, drought restrictions are still in place.
Our next meeting is Monday, March 12th at Handley United Methodist Church, 2929 Forest. Light meal served at 6:30
P.M. with the business starting at 7:00 P.M. Our speaker for the evening will be Captain Scott Conn of the East Side
Sector, Police Department.
Don't forget Code Blue, Code Rangers and Meals on Wheels always need more volunteers, Eastside Ministries
needs non-perishable food. Contact Betty Coomer for Code Blue and Eastside Ministries, Debbie at 817-336-0912 for
Meals on Wheels and Dennis Mitchell for Code Rangers.
See you at the meeting.
Joann
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TREASURER’S ISLAND
Hello-I hope everyone had a very
"Happy Valentines Day." Now President's Day has just passed and St. Patrick's Day & Easter are just around the
corner. Go by & pay our merchants a
visit and let them know we appreciate
their businesses in our area.
Let's travel down memory lane for a
little bit since we have a copy of the Handley News published in 1959. How many of you remember Hubbard
Drug on East Lancaster? Then there is Morris Gulf
owned and operated by Bob Morris & Vernon Routt,
Hadley's Auto Service, Hawthorne's Service Station and
Garage, Zig Zag Grocery, Wansley's Grill & Delicatessen on the corner of E. Lancaster and Canton Dr., W.W.
Williams Humble Service Station and the biggest number of these places gave S & H Green Stamps. Then
there was The First National Bank of Handley, 3129
Handley Drive--phone JE 6-5611. It was the only National Bank in the suburban area of Handley. I worked
for this bank many years ago and went through all the
name changes clear up to its name now--Bank of America. Banking is sure not what it used to be. Do you remember those .19 cent hamburgers at Wansley's Grill?
We had Miss Vergie's Five and Dime Store, Cotter's
Grocery Store, Steel's Grocery Store, W.B. Grove Insurance. There was the Gem Theater where we went every
Sat. to see a picture show. So many changes through
the years--thank heavens for memories--but, it sure
dates you. Here is another article from the paper of
1959. I am sure a lot of you people know or knew Merle
Attebery. I knew her son, Tommy, who is now a Fort
Worth police officer.
****************************************************************
*********
Mrs. Attebery
We are happy that Mrs. Merle Attebery didn't hang up
her dancing slippers when she became a wife and

mother. A former professional dancer, she loves working
with amateur theatrical productions. And she has passed
her dancing talent on to her daughter Peggy, 10. Mr. &
Mrs. Attebery, whom many of us know, have lived in the
Handley Community the past several years. They also
have three sons, Dale 16, Tommy 13, and who is now a
Fort Worth Policeman, and Bobby 8. A devoted mother,
Mrs. Attebery has been active in PT-A work for several
years. When the Handley High PT-A decided to put on a
parents and faculty variety show last year, they called on
her for choreography. The show was such fun and such
a success that she was asked to direct and produce another for the school early this year. March 12 and 13 the
curtains will go up on her fifth variety show in the Handley community, making her third at Handley High and
two at West Handley Elementary. Though there will be
some acts from outside our community, most of the production is built around Mrs. Attebery's ideas. She will
help costume, produce and rehearse some acts as long
as 8 weeks in advance. The fine cooperation she is
given from every one to help make each show a greater
success over the last , is wonderful. The play, "Island
Holiday" is coming up.
****************************************************************
*********
Our Chief Halstead's meeting was held on February 20.
Sixty some odd mostly Code Blue Captains attended.
We moved from place 10 to place 16 -making Fort Worth
the 16th safest city. Crime has been down in East Division. Our COPS Seminar will be held this year on September 15th at the River Ranch, where it was held last
year. There will not be a full breakfast served due to the
high cost, but a continental breakfast will be served--rolls
& etc. The Code Blue Golf Tournament will be held June
1st, which is the lst Friday in June. This is the year of the
"Panther." All police officers will receive the Panther
Badge.
Be sure and write down dates. Our Chief's Meetings are
(Continued on page 5)

Eastside Antiques
Open Monday-Tuesday By Chance
Open Wednesday– Saturday 11-5
3132 Handley Dr.
Fort Worth, Texas 76112
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held quarterly--next one will be held on May 14th-August 13th--& November 12th. This is for Code Blue
Captains only.
Anyone who thinks Meals on Wheels just delivers hot
meals to those who are home bound is mistaken.
The volunteers go way beyond that mission. They check
up on their clients daily, provide heaters and air conditioning to those in need, arrange for simple repair tasks
where possible and keep next of kin or neighbors aware
of any problems.
They send special helpers periodically to make sure clients are aware of services they might need from other
organizations, both governmental and charitable.
They are true angels of mercy. All that and more, and
they deliver over a million meals a year just in Tarrant
County. Priceless! This article was put in the paper by
Jack Russell of North Richland Hills. It is very rewarding . Several of us in HNA deliver meals. I even found
homes for 4 darling puppies. One client had the 4 puppies, another client wanted them--two for them & one
each for friends. I get to play with them every week. I
made arrangements for one client to have Virginia from
Jackson't Place on Handley Dr. to go to the home of one
of my home bound clients to cut her hair. Virginia will do
this service only if the person is strictly home bound and
at a very nominal price.
Well, ya want a dog? My little dog from hell, Toby, is still
at it. She chewed up the fur collar on my good black
leather coat. She gets even with me when I leave them
during the day or night. All I have to do is hold up the
coat & say who did this and she runs under the bed, little
devil her. They are leading me a dog's life and now I've
added an African Gray Parrot to the menagerie.
More dates for you to jot down.
CAC meets the lst Monday of every month-next one being March 5, 2012; Handley Neighborhood Association
meets the 2nd Monday, Handley Code Blue meets the
3rd Monday and the last Monday of the month is the
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Captains Meeting which meets at the Community Center
on Beaty Street.
Don'rt forget the flea market at the Antique Mall on
Handley Dr. --the next one being March 3rd. On April
7th, that will be the big one--music, eats, car show, big
flea market sale. I will be working a booth for "Friends of
Old Towne Handley". We are still trying to make money
to get a new clock for Handley. If anyone wants to get
their name on a plaque on or by the clock you still have
time to do that. Anyone contributing $100.00 or more
towards the clock will have their name put on the plaque.
We need your help & support to be able to do this before
the street festival in October or by Christmas of this
year. We are trying to raise more money by having a
table at the flea market by selling items donated and all
to go towards the purchase of the clock. Bill Ryan will
have another auction of paintings with the proceeds going towards the clock.
Here are 'TEN RULES FOR MAKING EVERY DAY A
GREAT DAY."
1. Think that good things will happen; 2. Express gratitude to a loved one; 3. Put your gripes away in a box; 4.
Be patient with an annoying person; 5. Do something
special for yourself; 6. Reach out to someone who
needs comfort; 7. Focus deeply on each moment; 8.
Learn from a mistake; 9. Look closely at a flower or tree
you haven't noticed before; and last but not least--"SMILE".
The Handley High School Alumni Luncheon will be coming up in April. We will have it at Smokey's on East Lancaster again. The newsletter will soon be mailed out giving all you alumni members the details. We are planning
on changing the dates in October so the luncheon will
not be on the same day as the festival.
New officers of Historic Handley Development Corp. are:
Jean McClung, Pres., Paul Kerpoe is Secretary & Treasurer, at this time no V-Pres., and on the board is Betty
Coomer, Kirk Lancaster, and JoAnn Ehlers.
Plans are under way for planning the street festival with
Ray Barnes & Brad Haskovec working on that. We hope
to also have another carnival for one of our money mak-
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ing projects.
Be sure to vote in May to keep the Homestead tax cap
for 65 and older, even if you are not 65 yet--someday you
will be. If you are a Texas homeowner then this is important to you. If not, it is important to your family and friends
who are.
Many of you who grew up in Handley remember Dr. Ruth
Little Darnell. Dr. Darnell passed away a few days ago at
the age of 97. The obit. should be in the Feb. 29th newspaper. On March 3rd there will be a celebration of life
memorial for her at the United Methodist Church on Morrison Dr. at 3:00 p.m. Please check the newspaper obits.
for verification of information. Dr. Darnell had her practice
on Handley Dr. for a number of years. She was a doctor
to many here in our community.
The 27th Annual Cowtown Clean-up is coming up on
Saturday, April 14th. Volunteers are needed. Please help
wipe out litter in our community. Please register for the
annual event on the KEEP FORT WORTH BEAUTIFUL
page or call 817-392-3279. I have sent e-mails out to a
number of you. Please also check with your Handley
Neighborhood and Handley Code Blue officers for more
information. Your help is needed.
Thank you to all my business friends here in Handley for
the calls, cards, cakes and gifts to help me celebrate my
72nd Birthday, February 23rd. It was greatly appreciated.
Marie Kauth of Eastside Antiques and I both have birthdays on Feb. 23rd. Gary bought a cake for us and Brad,
Ray, Paul and Freddie made a delicious cake for me. I
had a fantastic birthday.
Be sure to be aware of your surroundings at all times-keep those doors and screens latched and don't let just
anyone in your home. Keep your car windows up and
doors locked. If you see anything or any suspicious person walking down the street --call 911 -- and let the policeman make the decision. It's better to be safe than
sorry. Be with our sick and bereaved members and keep
them in your prayers & thoughts. Be good & be safe-until next time, Betty A. Coomer
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Craig, which was built in 1950.
Mr. Smith recalls that the very first task of his troop was cleaning up Handley, which was no small undertaking.
Weeds and trash filled the area back of the stores and dirt and empty bottles and loose trash had accumulated at the
front of the stores. With the help of a county truck and driver the boys and their adult leaders worked until after midnight more than once cleaning the business area. When that was accomplished they started in on the town. There
was no garbage pick-up at that time. It took two trucks all day to collect the cans and trash all over the city.
Then when the war came on, they collected more than 100,000 pounds of paper and tons of scrap metal for the war
effort. These boys are still active in worthy causes.
Twenty years ago the Fort Worth police complained that the boys and girls of the village of Handley gave them more
trouble than any other community. Later after the Boy and Girl Scouts and other youth organizations grew in numbers here, the police department now compliments our community as being the best behaved part of the city.
What became of those Boy Scouts who grew up here? There are too many to name them all. Among them were six
ministers, three medical doctors, at least one lawyer and some have risen to responsible positions in business. Two
became pilots and it is thought that there is a former Boy Scout with the armed forces in every country where our
armed forces are located. Mr. Smith corresponds with many of them. Some of the boys who were former members
of troops 86 and 83 , who have made good in their chosen fields are: R.H. Brooks, Jr., Eugene Browder, Dan and
David Hughes, Elmer Browder, J. E. Green, Dickie Caruthers (deceased), and Ben Gant, Jr.
Leslie Smith , who is a Presbyterian and holds a Royal Lodge degree in the Masonic Lodge, will not retire
entirely from scouting. He will continue as a Scouter, helping in any way he can.
Since he was a lad in his early teens, Leslie has been interested in tinkering with watches. It has been his hobby all
his life. He has a watch repair and jewelry shop at his home address where he can usually be found surrounded by
striking and chiming clocks and watches in different states of repair. Outside his shop there are interesting rocks
which he has collected on field trips. He is never too busy to stop and chat with an old friend who might drop in to
see him. Barney Crow on Forest and Red Duncan on Halbert St. were two of his many friends.
Smitty's Little Church on the Hill has now reached its final resting place on Handley Drive next door to the antique
mall. Thanks to Ray Barnes, and Brad Haskovec for all the work and money they have put into the renovation of it.
Cecil Coomer also worked on it rebuilding the front part of the church. Go by and take a look at an old Handley
Landmark. We hope lights and Christmas Music will be playing in it by next Christmas. Several stories have been
told about the Little Church on the hill. What fond memories some of us still have of that little church.
This article was given to me by Nels Gus Jahren and Bobby Young. Betty Coomer
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STORY OF FORT WORTH FROM OUTPOST TO METROPOLIS
FORT WORTH FROM OUTPOST FIGHT FOR A RAILROAD
As early as 1856, residents of Fort Worth had begun efforts to get a railroad. With the end of the cattle drives, the
need for rail service became critical. Since Texas cattle were barred from Kansas lands, the railroad had to be
brought to Texas, or the state's livestock industry was doomed, and if the cattle industry failed, Fort Worth also
was doomed.
In the early 1870's , two lines---the Fort Worth and Denver City and the Texas and Pacific---were chartered to build
into the town. By early 1873, the Texas and Pacific had laid track to within twenty-four miles of the city. Fort Worth
boomed. Population jumped from 300 in 1870 to 3,000 in 1873. The town's first newspaper began publication. The
first telegraph lines tying Fort Worth with the outside world were strung. The first city government was organized
under a charter granted by the state. Thomas A. Tidball and John B. Wilson formed Tidball & Wilson, the town's
first bank, now The Fort Worth National Bank.
The new city government immediately passed ordinances to regulate gambling, restrict the carrying of "deadly
weapons", create a police force and a fire department (the Fort Worth Volunteer Hook and Ladder Company) and
called for construction of sidewalks.
But 1873 was a year of panic for the financial world. An international money crisis cost the Texas and Pacific its
financial backing, and construction on the railroad was suspended. Many of the people who had moved to Fort
Worth to meet the railroad left, and population dropped back to only 600 citizens.
Once again , as they had in the county seat election in 1856, Fort Worth residents joined together to work for their
own common good and for their city. Under the leadership of the bank then known as Tidball, Van Zandt and Company, money was raised, and construction of the railroad began again. The state legislature agreed to extend the
time limit on free right-of-way it originally had granted the railroad. The tracks crept forward, but very slowly.
Three years later, the railroad still had not reached Fort Worth. The legislature, unhappy over the slow progress,
issued an ultimatum: Unless the railroad was serving Fort Worth by the day the Legislature adjourned, the state
would reclaim all right-of-way it had granted.
To meet the challenge, Fort Worth citizens raised more money and hired an outside firm to prepare the roadbed
ahead of the rails. Construction speed-ed up. But by July 3, , the date for the Legislature to adjourn , the railroad
was still miles away. Fort Worth representatives in Austin managed to gather enough support to block the scheduled adjournment. The city government passed an ordinance moving the city limits eastward toward the rails. By
July 7, the line had reached Johnson Station.
Laborers began work at dawn, quit at dusk for supper, then worked on until midnight. Men from Fort Worth joined
in to help/Women cooked, baked and carried food to the workers on the job. The rails sped forward a mile a day.
And each day, the legislature met to vote on adjournment . Each day, adjournment was staved off by the margin of
one vote.
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Finally, at 11:23 A.M., July 20, 1876, Texas and Pacific Engine No. 20 crawled across the shaky track into Fort
Worth greeted by lusty cheers from the citizens. Fort Worth had beaten the deadline, and the legislature adjourned.
CONTINUED IN THE APRIL NEWSLETTER BETTY COOMER
***********************************************************************************
ARTICLE TAKEN FROM THE HANDLEY NEWS, FRIDAY , FEBRUARY 13, 1959
LESLIE SMITH RETIRES AFTER 20 YEARS AS SCOUTMASTER
Leslie T. Smith , a Scoutmaster of Boy Scout Troop 83 for 20 years, was honored at a retirement party Tuesday
night , Feb. 3, at Handley Methodist Church. The troop is sponsored by the Men's Club of the church.
"Smitty" as he is called by his friends, was praised by a number of speakers during the dinner meeting. The club
presented him with a plaque and adult scout workers with whom he has been associated, gave him a scout trophy.
Among the scout executives who attended the party were Garland Unger, Fort Worth area executive scout director, and Grover Sims, field executive.
Doug Kouldin will replace Mr. Smith as scoutmaster. About 100 guests were present. Joe Kunze is president of the
club.
Mr. Smith who lives with his wife , Gladys. at 6455 Craig, recalls that when he took over the troop with the assistance of L.Z. Pruett, twenty years ago, there were only about 14 boys in the troop. Now Handley boasts of five active troops.
At that time the Boy Scouts met in Handley Baptist Church. Now they have their own 30x50 foot masonry building,
complete with large recreation room, fire-place, an office and rest rooms. It was built near the present Hut at 6717
(Continued on page 7)
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Advertising Rates
business card ad: $25 per month
1/4 page ad: $40 per month
1/2 page ad: $70 per month
6 month business card ad: $120
We reserve the right to refuse ads. Acceptance of an ad
is not an endorsement of products or services.
Ads must be received by the 15th of the month in order
to reserve a space. To place an ad call,
Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059
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Iona’s Unique Designs
We Design I Love You’s to I'm Sorry’s
With Fresh Flowers

Iona Palmer
Owner

palmer.iona45@yahoo.com
6267 Brentwood Stair Rd
Fort Worth, TX 76112

817-446-3434 Fax 817-446-3521
www.ionasuniquedesigns.com
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HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MINUTES
FEBRUARY 13, 2012
The Handley Neighborhood Association met on Monday, February 13, 2012 at the Handley United Methodist Church.
President Joann Ehlers called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. Prayer was given by JoAnn Wells. All guests and
members were welcomed. There were 30 in attendance. The minutes were approved and seconded. The Treasurer’s report will be given at the next meeting.
President Joann made the following announcements:
A white male sex offender has moved in at 3123 Handley Dr.
A board meeting was held to go thru lists of past members that are no longer coming to meetings and
to try to get them back as members.
A community service project was suggested to collect school supplies for West Handley and East
Handley Elementary schools. A motion was made by Deborah Mair to do this project. It was seconded and
passed.
The city is requesting money to repair streets with most being in District 8, District 5 had only 2 in
Handley.
NPO Kim Gardner reported that there had only one offense this week. It may be because of colder weather.
Everyone should keep doors locked.
Code Compliance Officer Audrey Joiner wants feedback on concerns. She is presently working on junk vehicles at 3100 Craig St and is turning it over to Special Projects Team. Also, at 2700 Forrest, there are 20 vehicles on
property plus junk. Her cell number is 817-733-9596.
Dennis Mitchell, Code Rangers works in Special Projects. His cell phone is 817-994-1368.
Betty Coomer reported on Code Blue and reminded everyone to be aware of their surroundings. There will be
no Code Blue meeting next week. Code Blue Training will be Saturday, February 17 at the academy.
Program speaker for the evening was L. G. Swift from ESkills Library and Job Training Center formerly Handley-Meadowbrook Library. The library has changed in the past year. There are classrooms to develop employment
skills, and computer training. The next step is to help newly released prisoners to get employment. The library is
working on new GD program with TCC. The training is free. There are less books and materials on shelves but can
get any books or materials needed in a couple of days by currier. There are many E-Books available and they still
work with children.
Next month’s speaker will be Captain Conn.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:50PM.
Respectively submitted by
Shirley Collins-Cornwell
Secretary

Help YOUR newsletter grow
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area (they will
be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next newsletter.
Send in your favorite stories and pictures to:
Handley Happenings
P. O. Box 8037
Fort Worth, Texas 76124
Or e-mail them to:
lloyd@historichandley.org
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Membership Enrollment Form

Have a voice in your community.
Help shape and improve your
Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference.

Name __________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________

Date________________________

Birth date/s_______________________________ Anniversary_______________

Dues are $12.00 per household a year
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association
And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037
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HISTORIC HANDLEY
NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 8037
Fort Worth, TX 76124-8037

Helping the community
through community
involvement

In God
We Trust
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