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HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 14, 2011 

 

The Handley Neighborhood Association met on Monday, February 7, 2011 at the Handley United Meth-
odist Church.  President Joann Ehlers called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  There were 34 persons in 
attendance. 
 

NPO Kim Gardner reported that not much was going on.  There had been two thefts and one metal re-
cycling offense.  Kim warned everyone to watch out for any suspicious vehicles that could be stealing 
copper as the price has gone up to $4.62 lb.  Everyone was alerted to check air conditioning units.  Kim 
passed out a missing person flyer on Debra Whalen-Grey who has been missing since October, 2010. 
 

There were no minutes from the previous meeting. 
Treasurer’s report was read and approved.  
 

The following announcements were made by President Joann Ehlers: 
Bulk waste is picked up the second Monday of the month but it should be placed at the curb late 

Sunday night or very early Monday morning. 
A community service project is needed, asked if the association would be interested in making pil-

lowcases for women’s shelters or nursing homes. 
Meals On Wheels is in need of a driver for Route 12 in White Lake Hills on Friday. 

 

Code Compliance Officer Dennis Mitchell reported that Lynn Whisenant is working in this area but is 
having medical issues and if a problem arises and she can’t be reached, call her supervisor Carl Ellis at 
817-994-6060.  Dennis Mitchell can be reached on his cell 817-994-1368, call animal control at 817-392
-3737.   A Code Ranger class will be coming up in March or April. 
Betty Coomer, Code Blue reported that there will be a East Division Code Blue Training Class on Satur-
day, March 5, 8am-4pm at the Police Sector Community Room, 1100 Nashville Ave.  If attending, need 
to turn paperwork in by March 4 so a back ground check can be done. 
Wanda Conlin reported on a Survey being done for South East Fort Worth. 
The speaker for the evening was Frank Moss, Council Representative of District 5.  Mr. Moss spoke on 
the Neighborhood Empowerment Zone (NEZ) by explaining the background of its creation was to pro-
vide tax and incentives to promote affordable housing and economic development.  He explained the 
basic incentives available in a NEZ and the fees waived for qualified properties or projects.  There are 
currently sixteen designated NEZ areas and there are other possible NEZ areas to be designated. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm. 
 
Respectively submitted by 
Shirley Collins-Cornwell 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

March, 2011 

 
Happy St. Patrick's Day. 
At our February meeting, Frank Moss, our City Councilman, was our guest speaker.  He talked 
about the Urban Village and NEZ(Neighborhood Empowerment Zone) of which Handley is in both. 
The Handleyfest meetings are underway for the 2011 festival.  There will be a general meeting for 
anyone interested in learning about the plans on Thursday, March 17th, 6:00 P.M. at Smokey's 
BBQ.  If the meeting place changes will let you know.  Lots of good fun planned for this year. 
Don't forget to "spring forward" your clocks on Sunday, March 13th for the start of Day Light Sav-
ings Time.  And spring begins Sunday, March 20th.  I think everyone is ready for warmer 
weather.  Only problem, allergies will start again. 
Thanks to Judy Taylor for her persistance in getting the boarded up building on Craig St.  demol-
ished.  She stay on the problem till she got results.  It has been an eyesore for several 
years.  Also, Edward Casati stayed firm on a problem on Forest that is finally getting resolved.   
Thanks to all of you who bring food to the meetings and also those that "feed" the kitty.  At the 
March meeting we will be serving soup.  Desserts are always needed if you would like to bring 
something.   
Our next meeting is Monday, March 14th at the Handley United Methodish Church, 2929 For-
est.  A light meal will be served at 6:30 P.M. with the business meeting starting at 7:00 P.M.  We 
are hoping to have Dennis Scott, Ft. Worth Fire Department, give the second part of his presenta-
tion.   
Please join us.  
Joann 
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Eastside Antiques 
Open Monday-Tuesday By Chance 
Open Wednesday– Saturday 11-5 

 
 
3132 Handley Dr. 
Fort Worth, Texas 76112           817-492-4200 

March, 2011 

Health and Wellness Solutions 
Courtesy of Marti and James Lawrence 

 

February was American Heart Month—a reminder to all that, yes, heart disease continues to be the 

leading cause of death in the United States! According to the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-

tion, someone has a heart attack every 25 seconds in America, and someone will die from a heart attack 

every minute! Pretty frightening statistics, given that many risk factors for heart disease can be signifi-

cantly reduced with modest lifestyle changes. 

 

Although some risk factors—such as age and family history—can’t be controlled, most risk factors can! 

Making healthful food choices, being physically active, losing weight if overweight, and supplementing 

your diet with key nutrients that promote heart health are strategies you can implement to improve and 

protect the health of the most important organ in your body—your heart. 

 

Start by looking to improve your food choices: Try to eliminate fast foods, which, in general, deliver 

unhealthy amounts of saturated and trans fats, along with excessive sugar and calories. Make a commit-

ment to eat more fiber-rich whole grains and legumes. Look to include more fresh fruits and vegetables, 

plus a couple of servings per week of omega-3-rich fish such as salmon. Limit your intake of sweets and 

watch for higher sodium content of many processed foods. 

 

Be more active! Physical activity not only helps lower blood pressure and cholesterol, it helps control 

your weight, reduces stress and anxiety, and improves blood circulation. If you’re among the two-thirds 

of Americans who are overweight, improving your diet and boosting your physical activity will help 

you lose those extra pounds—and also promote a healthy heart. Our Cinch® Inch Loss Plan is a com-

prehensive weight management program that is clinically tested† and helps to support metabolism. 

 

When it comes to heart-smart supplementation, Shaklee OmegaGuard® is a great place to start! It pro-

vides a full spectrum of seven naturally occurring omega-3 fatty acids found in fish, including concen-

trated levels of DHA and EPA, the most beneficial omega-3s. OmegaGuard not only supports a healthy 

heart and cardiovascular system, it also supports healthy brain, vision, and joint function. 
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 Hello- I hope you had a fantas-
tic ―President’s Day.‖  I don’t know how 
many times I went to the mailbox look-
ing for my mail before I got with it that 
no mail is delivered on a holiday.  You’d 
think that at 71 years young I could re-
member that.  I was almost born on 
―Birthington’s Washday.‖ Did you know 
that a lot of famous people were born in 

February and a lot of them are left handed? 
We had a nice turn out for our Handley Neighborhood 
Association meeting.  Frank Moss was our guest 
speaker.   
Handley Code Blue had 18 members attend the meet-
ing.  Judy Goins from Communications will be leaving us 
after next month’s meeting.  She is retiring. She has 
hopelessly spoiled us by bringing all of us nice gifts 
through the year.  She will be missed.  Thank you Judy 
for attending our meetings, bringing us information from 
―Police Communications‖ and for all the goodies you 
have bestowed on us this past year.  The Police Satura-
tion Patrols have been a big success.  We had 20 patrol-
lers show up for the patrol over in the Stop Six area this 
morning.  Thanks to all of you for volunteering and keep-
ing crime down in our areas.  Captain Gene Jones par-
ticipated in this detail. 
Some important dates are coming up.  Please mark your 
calendars for these events.  The Main Street Arts Festi-
val – 2011 in down town Fort Worth is scheduled for 
April 14

th
 through the 17

th
. It is a Volunteer Opportunity, 

sooo if you are interested in doing some volunteer work 
they could use your help.  It is not a Code Blue Volun-
teer Event.  You will be given an Arts Festival T-shirt.   
This is their 26

th
 year to celebrate the arts festival. You 

can call Christine Boren, Volunteer Manager at 817-851-
7742. Or http://mainstreetartsfest.org/More-Ways-To-
Explore/Volunteers/Volunteer-Signup.aspx. 
This is from Deputy Chief Flynn with the Fort Worth Fire 
Dept.  The Fort Worth Fire Department is hosting a Citi-

zens Fire Academy.  The class is scheduled to start April 
21

st
 and will run every Thursday evening for ten weeks.  

If you are interested in taking this course, you can con-
tact Larry Bilbrey, Capt. Of the Fort Worth Fire Dept. at 
817-392-6861 or Larry.Bilbrey@fortworthgov.org.  This 
is a very interesting course.   The public is given a work-
ing knowledge of their local fire department. 
The Texas Citizens on Patrol Conference that will be 
here in Fort Worth this year is promised to be the best 
one yet.  There will be many outstanding speakers here 
for the event.  It is set up right now for the week of June 
29

th
-July 2

nd
, 2011. 

Due to the July 4
th
 weekend holiday, it may be changed 

to July 20
th
-23

rd
.  If you register before May 1

st
 the fee is 

$50.00.  After May 1
st
 the fee will be approximately 

$100.00.  You can e-mail Shirlee-Wilkinson at: Shir-
lee.Wilkinson@fortworthgov.org  or Diron Hill at: 
DHill@burlesontx.com  www.txcop.org. 
Eastside Ministries is always in need of food, clothing 
and money.  This is a very worthwhile cause—helping 
less fortunate people than we are.  Our next Board 
Meeting will be held on Thursday, March 10

th
, 2011 at 

St. Luke’s in the Meadow Episcopal Church at 12:00 
noon.  Remember you can donate in someone’s mem-
ory, in honor of someone or for any reason and keep the 
money in our own area.  Your donations are also tax 
deductable. 
Cowtown Cleanup is Saturday, April 2

nd
 from 9:00 a.m. 

to noon.  You will get a T-shirt for helping as well as a 
paid for lunch by Handley Code Blue & Handley 
Neighborhood Assoc. at the Dixie House Restaurant on 
East Lancaster.   Please join us in helping to make 
Handley a cleaner place to live.  Call or  e-mail JoAnn 
Ehlers to sign up & give your shirt size.  This is another 
volunteer activity and is open to everyone—young and 
old alike.  Mary.joann@sbcglobal.net  or 817-451-1873. 
The 13

th
 annual Handley Fest will take place Saturday, 

October 8, 2011 from 10:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. in the His-
(Continued on page 6) 

Page 5 

TREASURER’S ISLAND 

March, 2011 

http://mainstreetartsfest.org/More-Ways-To-Explore/Volunteers/Volunteer-Signup.aspx
http://mainstreetartsfest.org/More-Ways-To-Explore/Volunteers/Volunteer-Signup.aspx
mailto:Larry.Bilbrey@fortworthgov.org.
mailto:Shirlee.Wilkinson@fortworthgov.org
mailto:Shirlee.Wilkinson@fortworthgov.org
mailto:DHill@burlesontx.com
http://www.txcop.org
mailto:Mary.joann@sbcglobal.net


Page  6 HANDLEY HAPPENINGS 

toric Handley area of Fort Worth, Texas. 
The Handley High School Alumni Luncheon is also to be 
held on October 8, 20ll, the same date as the street festi-
val.  The new website is:  www.handleyfest.com. It is 
slated to be the best and biggest yet.  Please come out 
and join us for a fun filled day and night of entertainment 
and help support your town. 
Dub Holcomb, Captain of Eastern Hills Cops, mother 
passed away.  Her funeral was Saturday, February 26, 
2011.  Please keep Dub & Freddie in your thoughts and 
prayers. 
Well, I exposed my ignorance again.  I got an e-mail tell-
ing us that East Division Community Forum will soon be 
held & the location was TBA at this time.  I e-mailed Shir-
lee back and asked her where TBA was and what was 
TBA.  Dumb,dumb,dumb—in case some of you others 
who don’t know what TBA stands for—its—To Be An-
nounced.  Oh me. One forum is May 26

th
, 2011, 7-8-p.m. 

The second Citywide Diversity Forum is August 18, 2011, 
7-8-p.m. 
You can put out your large bulk waste at any time, but, if 
it is not when you are supposed to put it out, it will be 
picked up and you will be charged for it. 
Code Rangers is offering another Training Course, Satur-
day March 26, 2011, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  Call Carmen 
Ventura at  817-392-267 if you are interested. 
April 16, 2011 is the Handley High School Alumni Lunch-
eon at the Lions Club on Craig.   Code Blue Seminar is 
Sat. Sept. 24

th
.  Next Captins meeting is March 28

th
 with 

a speker on Human Traffican.  Citizens MedStar Course 
is being offered. 
Be on the lookout for people stealing Copper, Brass or 
Aluminum items.  The price for Copper now is $4.62 lb, 
Brass is $2.82 a LB and Aluminum $1.85 a LB.  Secure 
your treasures & be aware of your surroundings at 
all times. 
Historical Handley Development Corp. is in the process 
of having Eddie Harrison deed the Gazebo and land over 
to us. The area is on the corner of Handley Drive & 
Church Street. 
Don’t forget to save those flip tops from drink cans, 
Campbell soup labels off cans, Del Monte labels off cans  
& used postage stamps cut from envelopes and recycle 

(Continued from page 5) your papers at the church.  Don’t throw away something 
someone else can benefit from. 
Remember the 1

st
 Monday night of the month is CAC 

meeting at the Community Center at 6:00 p.m.  The 2
nd

 
Monday is HNA meeting at HUMC at 6:30, the 3

rd
 Mon-

day night is Handley Code Blue at 6:30 p.m. at the store 
front & the last Monday of the month is Capt. Jones’s 
Meeting at 6:00 p.m. on Nashville. 
Jody Hughes and I have a new Meals on Wheels route 
now.  I don’t have to go up and down all those apartment 
steps carrying food.  We have the Handley area on Fri-
days.  Meals on Wheels are in need of volunteers.  It just 
takes approximately 1 to 1 ½ hours once each week and 
the people are so appreciative. 
Have you seen my lion cement statue  in my front yard?  
You can see it from quite a ways away.  It’s really unique.  
I got it from Bob Taylor who had it setting out front of his 
antique store next door to the mall last year. 
Toby, my little dog from hell, she is the sweetest thing 
and so pretty, but she still won’t mind thunder.  Both she 
& Heidi lead me a dog’s life.  I’m a telling you, if there’s 
any dog poop to pick up in heaven, I’m a gonna take my 
chances below.  My big dog, Rotel, is a sweetheart.  I 
give all three of them the powder called Missing Link and 
they are so pretty and shiny now.  Toby still tries to get 
out every chance she gets.I have an appointment to take 
her to get her yearly  overdue shots and check-up and 
have the chip put in her neck.  If you don’t have the dogs 
chipped, the city tags are $36.00 a year. It costs to have 
an animal. 
Don’t forget the Police Patrol Saturation Details are every 
Thursday-9:15 a.m. at the East Side Sector on E. Lan-
caster. 
Please remember the sick & bereaved in your thoughts 
and prayers.  I also need your prayers for the knot on my 
neck. 
Until next time, take care and be careful.  Betty Allene 
Coomer 

March, 2011 

http://www.handleyfest.com
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Handley Happenings 
Advertising Rates 

business card ad: $25 per month 
1/4 page ad: $40 per month 
1/2 page ad: $70 per month 

6 month  business card  ad:  $120 
We reserve the right to refuse ads. Acceptance of an ad  

is not an endorsement of products or services. 
Ads must be received by the 15th of the month in order 

to reserve a space. To place an ad call, 
Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059  
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Continued from February 2011 Newsletter from a pamphlet put out by the Fort Worth National Bank years ago.  I do hope you enjoy reading 
about the history of Fort Worth. 
 

Fort Griffin, Texas, had become the base of buffalo hunting operations two years prior to the coming of the rail-
road, and a great army of hunters moved into the area.  The nearest railroad was in Fort Worth, so it was there 
that they turned for supplies and the shipping of their buffalo hides. 
The economical cattle man of that time scarcely used the railroad for moving herds from one section to the other.  
But, the incidental trade of supplies and hides alone expanded Fort Worth to the financial clearing house and busi-
ness area of a good-sized kingdom. 
The bustling  cowtown  became the trading point for Joseph H. Brown, a native of Scotland.  He opened a store 
and in nine years it was the largest wholesale grocery south of Saint Louis.  It was not unusual  for as many as 30 
carloads of flour and 20 pounds of bacon to be en route at one time.   
Soon the trails gave way to the refrigerator cars and the use of barbed-wire and the ranchers resorted to the rail-
road for their livelihood. 
W.A. Huffman, a leader in Fort Worth’s new board of trade, and Paddock started the ball rolling to make the new 
Fort Worth a live-stock center with packing house and stock yards. 
By his time the city was criss-crossed by the Fort Worth and Rio Grande, Fort Worth and Denver, Missouri Pacific 
and the Gulf and the Colorado and Santa Fe Railroads which were lending to the rapid growth of the community.  
In 1888 the government recognized its claim to being the railroad center of the Southwest. 
Wanting to display the rich resources of North Texas, the people of Fort Worth opened the Texas Spring Palace in 
the spring of 1889.  It was a large two-story edifice with eight towers and a dome.  With its huge success the first 
year the citizens decided to reopen it the second year. 
Next to the last night of the second season the band concert ended and the grand ball was about to begin when 
there was a cry of ―fire.‖  Shrieks rent the air and 7,000 persons rushed for the doors.  The fire started on the sec-
ond floor and spread rapidly.  In fifteen minutes the huge building had burned to the ground. 
A civil engineer, Al Hayne, was one of the most active in the rescue work.  He remained so long in the doomed 
building that he was badly burned and died the next day.  A monument to him and the Texas Spring Palace was 
erected in 1893 in the triangle of Houston, W. Lancaster and Main Streets just east of the T & P station. 
Polytechnic College was founded in 1891.  It was renamed Texas Women’s College in 1914 and remained a girls’ 
school until 1933 when it became co-educational.  At that time the name was changed to Texas Wesleyan Col-
lege. 
In 1890 the Fort Worth Dressed Meat and Packing Company was organized and a plant was built.  Two years 
later a financial depression hit and the plant ceased operation.  It was purchased by a Chicago firm and operated 
for three of the next six years.  In 1899 it went back to its original owner, G.W. Simpson of Boston, who in turn 
sold it to Armour. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Swift got wind of the purchase and wanted to get into Fort Worth.  In 1903 the plants opened opposite  each other 
in the town of Niles City around their location on Exchange Avenue.  Around these packing plants were built 
stockyards, plants of all sorts and various other business establishments. 
Niles City was established by a New Englander, Louville V. Niles, who came to Fort Worth to revive a small meat-
packing firm in the early 1900’s. Out of his venture grew the Fort Worth Stockyards and later the development of 
Armour and Swift. 
Niles City was incorporated in 1911 to keep away from Fort Worth jurisdiction.  With a population of 700 persons 
the city grew to be the ―richest city in the world‖ with a greater per capita value than any city at that time. 
Continued in the April 2011 newsletter.      Betty Allene Coomer 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Help YOUR newsletter grow   
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area 
(they will be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next 
newsletter.  

Send in your favorite stories and pictures to: 
Handley Happenings 

P. O. Box 8037 
Fort Worth, Texas 76124 

Or e-mail them to: 
lloyd@historichandley.org 

March, 2011 

 

Attention Doll Collectors: 

Beautiful 8” Ginny Doll for Sale-$40.00 
Mint condition in the box Vogue Ginny Doll looking for a loving home.  

Donated to the Handley Neighborhood Association; All proceeds benefit the HNA.  
 

Please contact Marti @ 817-654-2069 for more information. 
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Membership Enrollment Form 

        Have a voice in your community.  
      Help shape and improve your 

Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the 
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference. 

  

  

Name __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

        Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
 

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________ 
 
 

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________ 
 
 

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________ 
 
 

Date________________________ 
 
 

Birth date/s_______________________________  Anniversary_______________ 
 
 

Dues are $12.00 per household a year 
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association 

And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037 
 

 

March, 2011 



HISTORIC HANDLEY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

 ASSOCIATION 
P.O.  Box  8037 

Fort Worth, TX  76124-8037 

Helping the community 
through community 

involvement 

In God  
We Trust 
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