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Meeting:
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Handley
United
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Starting
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas and that Santa was good to you.
Happy New Year!
We had a wonderful Christmas party at our December meeting. We had
Christmas music by Ira, Deborah and Sally. Played a get acquainted game
and had a Chinese gift exchange. Lloyd brought brisket and the assoc furnished the chicken and drinks. The members brought side dishes and desserts. It was all very good and thanks to all who brought food. The remaining
chicken was taken to the Handley Fire Station and the firemen said a big
thank you.
At our December officer's meeting , we set up a tentative program list for next
year. We ask the members at the party for ideas and suggestions and got
some good topics and will follow through on the ideas. Remember, we want
to present programs that are of interest to the members, so any more suggestions, please give to one of the officers.
The December Yard of the Month went to Chris Simco at 7225 Craig St. Very
pretty yard. Thanks to Joann Wells for the selection and offering to do Yard
of the Month.
At our January meeting, we are asking Frank Moss, our City Councilman to be
our speaker and to talk about city business. So do come if you have
questions or concerns to present to him.
Our next meeting is Monday, January 10th at Handley United Methodist
Church, 2929 Forest. A light meal will be served at 6:30 P.M. with the business
meeting starting at 7:00 P.M.
Start the new year off right by attending the meetings and find out what is
going on in our neighborhood and in the city.
Joann
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Health and Wellness Solutions
Courtesy of Marti and James Lawrence
Maintaining your health and wellness is pretty simple, really. Just replace that bag of chips with some
carrot sticks and you're home free, right? Well, not quite. If it were that simple, we'd all be slim and live
to be 100!
Vitamin D has been a hot topic in recent news. Research studies show that vitamin D - the "sunshine
vitamin" - offers a multitude of important benefits including supporting healthy heart function, immune
and bone health. Yet, surprisingly, up to 80% of Americans may have insufficient levels.

The level of vitamin D supplementation you may need depends on many factors including where you
live, time of year, your skin color, how much sun exposure you get each day, your age, if you are overweight, how often you eat fish or vitamin D fortified foods and how often you exercise.
Add Some Sunshine to Your Day-Vitamin D, also called the “sunshine vitamin,” offers a multitude of
health benefits. Our bodies produce it when exposed to the sun, but a majority of people may not be
getting enough vitamin D due to geographical location, the time of year, sunscreen use, and skin color.
Studies show this essential nutrient helps:
Promote immune system health
Support healthy heart function
Facilitate healthy cell development
Maintain strong bones and teeth by increasing calcium absorption.
Make sure you are getting enough Vitamin D with Vitamin D-ology™, a new online quiz developed by
Shaklee Scientists. Based on the answers to 8 simple questions, the Vitamin D quiz will quickly calculate the Shaklee Health Sciences recommended level of Vitamin D.
Here is the online address to take the quiz: http://
martiandjames.myshaklee.com/us/en/pop_VitaminD_Quiz.s.html

Eastside Antiques
Open Monday-Tuesday By Chance
Open Wednesday– Saturday 11-5

3132 Handley Dr.
Fort Worth, Texas 76112
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TREASURER’S ISLAND
Hello I trust everyone had a fantastic
Christmas with their family and
friends. I hope the New Year 2011
will be a better one for all of us.
We had the decorating of the Christmas Tree at the Gazebo on Handley
Drive the Saturday night after
Thanksgiving and the lighting of the
Christmas Tree in down town Fort Worth.. We had a
disappointing turn out of members and friends, but
those few of us that did show up and decorate had a
good time. Joe Laird, my handyman, and Lloyd
Jones did most of the decorating, especially high up
on the gazebo & tree.
The tree is small now, but is supposed to grow by
leaps and bounds every year. We had hot apple cider and hot chocolate and sweet snacks to eat. Ira
Noble brought his boom box and we had music. At
least this year our tree didn’t look like Charlie
Brown’s Christmas Tree. It’s not big, but it will
grow. Thanks to the Montgomerys of Ryanwood
Neighborhood Assoc. for coming out to support us
on their way to the Bass Hall. Joe Laird, Lloyd
Jones, Joann Ehlers & I were the only ones who
decorated. One of my neighbors, who is a Police
call taker, walked over and joined us and also Jerry
Tijerina and Doris Thomas, two of our members
came & Ira played his music.
Judy Taylor and Shelley Ruiz and Edward Casati
have completed their Code Blue training and are
now members of my Handley Code Blue group.
Congratulations to all of them.
Freddie Holcomb & I went up for two hours in the
Police Sky-watch the other day. It’s parked at Wallmart on Eastchase. We stayed up in it for two hours
with binoculars looking for anything and everything
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we could see. .It was a neat experience and we hope
to go again soon.
Thank you for continuing to send in your dues. For
those of you, who have not paid your dues, this will
be your last newsletter you will receive by snail mail
or e-mail, until your dues are paid.
Gina Karaboikis continues to send us her delicious
desserts to our HNA & Code Blue meetings.
Thank you Gina. They are delicious. .Our CAC
Christmas party was really nice and fun. A lot of
members turned out for the event that was held at
the Meadowbrook United Met. Church. The food
was delicious and program funny. Our regular CAC
Meeting will resume in January. You ought to start
attending these meetings. You learn about problems and activities going on in your neighborhoods.
It’s a very informative meeting and yes, you get fed
by the police department.
We really had a great fun time at our CPAA Christmas party. We had the Chinese Gift Exchange and it
was really a lot of fun and the food was delicious.
We had approximately 35 attend our HNA Christmas
party, where we again had the Chinese Gift Exchange and lots of good food to eat.
Thanks to everyone who brought food for Eastside
Ministries. It is all greatly appreciated and greatly
needed.
Handley Code Blue had about 25 people attend our
Christmas gathering and we again had the Chinese
Gift Exchange and delicious chicken from Smokey’s
with all the trimmings. We have all about partied
out, but it’s all been fun.
(Continued on page 6)
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I lost my wedding ring set, I went to Office Depot,
Post Office, Wallmart Grocery on Handley Dr. back
tracking where I had gone that day. No one turned
them in. They had a lot of sentimental value to them.
I keep looking,, but haven’t found them yet. I am just
sick.
Jody Hughes & I delivered 12 sacks of Christmas
goodies to our clients before Christmas. They were
all so appreciative. Handley Code Blue, Handley
Neighborhood Assoc., Marti Lawrence, & Jody & I
along with some goodies from our Code Blue Coordinator furnished the items from calendars to lap
throws , lotions, books & etc..
The COP Saturation Details will resume January 6,
2011 on Thursdays.
The next Code Blue training class will take place at
the academy on Saturday January 8, 2011.
I hope you drove around and got to see all the beautiful Christmas decorations this year. There are
really some fantastic lights & decorations this year.
Remember our meetings will resume in January
2011. The first Monday Jan. 3rd is CAC Meeting, second Monday Jan. 10th is HNA meeting, the 3rd Monday Jan 17 is Handley Code Blue meeting and Jan 31
is the Captains Meeting.. Eastside Ministries meets
Jan 13th.
HANDLEY HIGH SCHOOL
The first “Handley High School” was built in 1895,
and was located at the corner of Church and Forest
Avenue In 1922 the center building of the present
group was built. C.S. Carter was the superintendent.
In 1928 the school went into the Fort Worth Independent School District. In 1929 Edward Munden
became the Principal. The present Principal, L.T.
Scarborough, became principal in 1948. In 1951 the

Page 6

January, 2011

auditorium on the right, and the gymnasium on the
left were built. The school colors are purple and
white. And the emblem is the Greyhound. This plate
is issued in 1955 by the P.T.A. with Mrs. P.J. Brown
as President.
This information was on back of a collectors plate
put out in 1955 of the old Handley High School.
Have you noticed Smitty’s Little Church all aglow
with bright colored Christmas lights on the front
porch next door to the antique mall on Handley
Drive? It’s real pretty with the different colors of
lights on the top of the church.
This is an article I wrote a few years ago about “
SMITTY’S LITTLE CHURCH ON THE HILL.” How true
it is or isn’t,, it’s interesting. .I’ve been busier than a
cranberry merchant lately trying to find out as much
as I can about the “Little Church” that used to be on
the top of the hill on Craig Street. It belonged to
Smitty, the watch man, Leslie Smith. I still plan to
make more telephone calls to old Handley residents
who might know more history on it. And I also understand the Fort Worth Public Library and Arlington
Library as well as some of the colleges have articles
on it as well as the Handley area. I talked to Mary
Ruth Halm, Stella Bishop & Betty Burgess to name a
few. The most information came from Stella Bishop
& her son, Steve. It seems as though when Steve
was a teenager or younger he used to go up & keep
“Smitty” as we called him, company & Steve was fascinated with the “Little Church.” This is the story of
what Smitty told to Steve.. Smitty had a 4 year old
son, who he was very close to. He & his young son
used to go out front and set on the steps every evening & watch as they were building the first building
of the Handley United Methodist Church on Forest.
Every evening they would set out and the little boy’s
dog would set out with them. On Christmas Eve,
they all three were setting out when the little dog
made a dash & ran out in the street. The little boy
ran after him and they were both run over & killed.
For Smitty to help work through his grief he kept
(Continued on page 7)
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busy. He took the little dog’s dog house & built the
church out of it. The little dog is said to have been
buried under the little church. The green stained
glass windows came out of an inter-urban car. It was
originally thought they came from the Handley Depot.
In this church he made wooden pews, podium &
chars. At one time there was a chandelier imported
from Italy hanging in it. It has 5 stained glass windows including one in the door. A lock was put on
the front door.
As the story goes, the only time the door was
unlocked was on Christmas Eve. You could hear
Christmas carols coming from it and you could open
the door & look in. On the front pew was a figurine of
a little boy & his dog and a miniature Christmas tree
was also inside. This was done at Christmas eve,
only in memory & honor of this little boy. A Christmas wreath was placed around the clock during the
holidays.
Smitty worked on watches & clocks and has a clock
repair shop on the east side of the little church & his
home on Craig Street across from the Handley Jr. Sr.
High School. He was almost blind. After the depression he moved to the Handley area & worked for the
gas company. He was a Boy Scout leader. He & his
Boy Scout troop tore down the Handley Depot and
materials were used in the Scout Hut on Craig St.
Gladys, his wife, worked in the post office.
It’s a beautiful story We hope by next year it will
again be restored and will have music we can hear
coming from inside the church on Christmas eve.
Please remember our sick & bereaved members &
loved ones in your thoughts & prayers.
Take care until next time.
Betty Allene Coomer
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(Continued from page 9)

Under the first mayor, Dr. W.P. Burts, and city engineer, I.C. Terry, the city was laid out with the business
confined to the public square. At this point the town
was at a low ebb in growth, with no significant leadership.
B.B. Paddock, who had bought the local newspaper,
launched a series of stories on the future of Fort
Worth in the Democrat. He had Terry draw a map
showing eight railroad lines passing through the
town, proclaiming it as the future rail center of the
state.
The town was soon to obtain the title “Panther City.”
Why the imprint of a panther was interpreted from
marks on a Fort Worth street is unknown. But with
the discovery of these marks a local Dallas Herald
correspondent picked up the story and it was published. The Herald was a weekly newspaper at the
time.
Fort Worth was described as so dead that a panther
slept unmolested in the street.
Continued in February 2011 Newsletter
From a pamphlet, put out by the Fort Worth National
Bank years ago. I hope you enjoy reading about the
history of Fort Worth.
Betty Allene “Drinkard” Coomer
Handley Happenings
Advertising Rates
business card ad: $25 per month
1/4 page ad: $40 per month
1/2 page ad: $70 per month
6 month business card ad: $120
We reserve the right to refuse ads. Acceptance of an ad
is not an endorsement of products or services.
Ads must be received by the 15th of the month in order
to reserve a space. To place an ad call,
Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059
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FORT WORTH, 1800 TO NOW
CONTINUED FROM December 2010 NEWSLETTER

The question was not settled, however. The county senator at that time , Col. A.J. Walker, had not entered
the picture. He backed Birdville completely and brought up the question of Fort Worth’s right to the
county seat in the Legislature. At this occasion Captain Terrell and John Peter Smith were in Austin and
dropped their business to join Dr. J. W. Throckmorton, later governor, in fighting the opposition. They
met with the joint committee nearly all night. A compromise bill was adopted proposing another election.
Again the people of Tarrant County went to the polls, but this time not without scheme. The county election board added Center to the election ballot. It is not known whether it was meant to represent the
“Center” of the county or not, but its appearance on the ballots was to weigh heavily on the election. The
workers of Fort Worth collected every vote they could. The ones they could not get were induced to vote
for Center. When the count was made ,Center, had split the vote, Fort Worth had gained its goal for
keeps. In the following years, Fort Worth became a court center for the state. Judges, attorneys and clients came from all parts of the state. Among these many visitors was Sam Houston. Captain Daggett
was his host. It had been told that Daggett dressed Houston’s wound using the basin which the former
had captured from Santa Anna at the battle of Buena Vista. The facts are not conclusive whether the
wound was the one received at San Jacinto, or a shoulder wound he received in an Indian fight in Tennessee earlier than the Texas battle.
District Judge Hardin Hart was one of the colorful figures of the city in its earlier days. Judge Hardin Hart
according to B.B. Paddock’s history, brought the language of the barroom and poker game into the
courtroom. One time, when attorney, J. C. Terrell attempted to change his pleadings in the district court,
Hart said, “Now Joe, you know you can’t raise at this stage of the game. Gause stands pat on his general
denial and you will have to call or lay down your hand.” In spite of his language Paddock contended that
Hart’s decisions were usually right. At this early stage the city still belonged to the pioneering set. Men
outnumbered the women almost three to one.
In a tiny frame structure at the corner of Main and First Streets Captain M.B. Loyd opened the first bank,
which later became First National Bank. Close behind were Maj. K.M. Van Zandt and associates with the
establishment of the bank that is Fort Worth National Bank today
John Peter Smith turned school-master and opened the first school in the old post hospital building. It
soon closed due to his bad health. Other private schools opened as the settlement became more and
more of a town. Smith died in St. Louis in April 1901, after having been attacked and robbed there by a
band of thugs.
At that moment the clouds of war darkened the settlement. With the creation of the southern Confederacy
a citizens’ meeting was held November 26, 1860. Resolutions were compiled and sent to Governor Houston. Fort Worth’s resolutions proclaimed, “this day hoist in the public square the Long Star Flag, as
pledge of fidelity to the sovereign state of Texas.” The South was too much in the people of Texas for
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

them to let the Civil War be ignored. The cause was taken up and the men marched off to war.
Soon the town was drained of able bodied men. When Lee surrendered, the war was essentially over for
the men of Fort Worth. They returned home and set about to combat the period of Reconstruction. Under
its undesirable effects the people turned to Terrell for help. He joined with Edwin Hovencamp of Birdville
and set out for Austin. The two men made out a list of prospective county officials upon their arrival there
and went to see the governor, A.J. Hamilton, whom Terrell knew. Hamilton sent them to his provisional
secretary of state, Judge James Bell. To him they presented the list. The next day, Bell returned the list
signed and sealed. Thus, Fort Worth avoided many of the worst phases of Reconstruction by being able
to select its own officials.
The railroad lines had been surveyed through the county, but they were not to be built in the near future.
The citizens of the town held meetings to determine ways to speed their coming. Meanwhile the stage
lines had been resumed. But suddenly there loomed the importance of the range cattle industry.
With the opening of the Union Stockyards in Chicago in 1865 the great cattle movement was under way.
The multitude of cattle that roamed the range freely were rounded up and augmented with others that
were brought in from other states. This product could walk itself to market with no transportation
needed. A main line of the great cattle trails to the markets passed through Fort Worth.
This trail entered from the southwest and ran diagonally across the South Side where the old Texas and
Pacific station stood. From there it turned east and then north to the present location of Belknap. From
there it passed out of the city by way of the Cold Springs Road, near the spring. It was variously called
the Chisholm and the McCoy Trail.
To the people of the town it was not enough to have the cattle pass through here. Efforts were renewed
to obtain the railroad and thus make Fort Worth the destination of the drives...
In 1869 Addison and Randolph Clark and their sister Ida opened a small one-room school in Fort Worth.
They had six students. In 1873 the two brothers, feeling that the atmosphere of the fast growing cowtown
was too rough for the culture they sought to promote, moved the school to Thorp Spring in Hood County
and established AddRan Male and Female College.
It was renamed AddRan Christian College in 1889 when the property was taken over by the Christian
(Disciples of Christ) Churches of Texas. It was moved to Waco in 1895, and in 1902 the name was
changed to Texas Christian University. In 1910 a fire destroyed its main building. Faced with the expense
of rebuilding and being offered a large tract of land and a very substantial amount of cash by the citizens
of Fort Worth, its officials decided to move again to the town where it had its modest start in 1869.
The year 1873 brought incorporation to the town and an effort was made to drop Fort Worth from the
name, inasmuch as no fort ever existed, but the effort failed. The population had at this time reached 500.
(Continued on page 7)
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DUES STATEMENT FOR 2011
January 1, 2011 to January 1, 2012
HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Dear HNA Member:
Your dues are due for 2011. Our dues run from January to January
of each year and are only $12.00 a year. For this $12.00, you receive
our newsy-gossipy Handley Neighborhood Newsletter, “Handley Happenings” once a month. If you attend our meetings you always get
something to eat or drink-usually both and at Christmas time HNA
furnishes the meat for our Christmas party, as well as the drinks and
other goodies.
We have door prizes at most meetings and also have guest speakers,
who keep us up to date on happenings in our area.
Where else could you get all of these benefits for just $12.00 a year?
Remember, to be able to vote, your dues must be paid current.
Please help us save money on printing & stamps, by sending your
dues in now. Your dues also help pay for the
printing and postage of our newsletter every month.
Thank you,
Betty Allene Coomer
Betty Allene Coomer, Treasurer

Help YOUR newsletter grow
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area
(they will be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next
newsletter.
Send in your favorite stories and pictures to:
Handley Happenings
P. O. Box 8037
Fort Worth, Texas 76124
Or e-mail them to:
lloyd@historichandley.org
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Membership Enrollment Form

Have a voice in your community.
Help shape and improve your
Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference.

Name __________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________

Date________________________

Birth date/s_______________________________ Anniversary_______________

Dues are $12.00 per household a year
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association
And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037
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HISTORIC HANDLEY
NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 8037
Fort Worth, TX 76124-8037

Helping the community
through community
involvement

In God
We Trust
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