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HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MINUTES 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
 
 

The Handley Neighborhood Association met on Monday, January14, 2013 at the Handley United 
Methodist Church.  Vice President Judy Taylor called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.   Prayer was 
given by Judy Taylor.  All guests and members were welcomed.  There were 26 in attendance. 
The minutes and treasurer’s reports were read and approved.  
Judy Taylor read resignations from President Marti Lawrence and Secretary Joann Ehlers. 
Reports were given by:  NPO Kim Gardner, Code Compliance Enforcement officer Tiffany Taylor 
and Betty Coomer, Code Blue.  
Judy Taylor asked for volunteers for the Yard of Month Committee. 
Speaker of the evening was District 5 Councilman Frank Moss who spoke on the many street ac-
complishments with some still being worked.  Mr. Moss explained that all streets are ranked with the 
worse ranked being worked on first.  Sidewalks along Craig Street are being worked for school  
children. 
The February meeting will be an organizational meeting and election of president and secretary. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10pm. 
Respectively submitted by 
 
Shirley Collins-Cornwell 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

February, 2013 

 
 

 

The HNA met on Monday, January 14, 2013 and enjoyed a meal of Pizza and de-

serts. Once the meeting was called to order my sad duty was to present the resig-

nations of two of our newly elected officers, Marti Lawrence, President and Jo Ann 

Ehlers, Secretary, making it necessary to schedule an organizational meeting at the 

next meeting: Monday, February 11th. There will be a slate of officers offered and 

opportunity for nominations from the floor to fill the board of HNA for 2013 at the 

next meeting. Our guest speaker for the night was District 5 Councilman Frank 

Moss, his presentation offered an update on many happenings on the Eastside, one 

of which is a strong new outlook for the area with-in 1/4 mile of Bank of America and 

the Police Building on East Lancaster and another the new street repair strategy. 

Please be thoughtful of the future of HNA and join us each 2nd Monday of the 

month for the food, fellowship plus fun and informational programs. 

 

 

 

Judy Taylor 

Acting President 

Your ad  
could  

be here 
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Hello--I hope this finds everyone bright 
eyed and bushy tailed. The weather has 
been unusually beautiful the last few 
days--let's hope it stays that way for 
awhile.  
It's almost time for Presidents Day, 
"Birthington's Washday", Valentines 
Day and my birthday. 
All great people were born in February. 

 
I would like to tell you some history on "Turkey Knob." A 
Mrs. Katherine Hester, who lived at 3126 Forest Ave. 
was born October 19, 1892, in Handley, Texas. Her par-
ents were Patrick O'Riley and Mary Ellen O'Fitten. They 
were born and married in Illinois, coming to Fort Worth in 
1883. Mrs. Hester was interviewed for this article many 
years ago. Thanks to Jack Ellett, one of my Handley 
Code Blue members, who gave this article to me. The 
parents moved to Texas because they thought that it 
was a new country and they felt like they could do a little 
better here than they were doing in Illinois or Indiana. 
Her father was a farmer and stockman. They bought 
property right in this area on the other side of the rail-
road. It was adjoining the farm of the old "Turkey Knob" 
that was an Indian look-out post years before. The Indi-
ans could sit up there on Turkey Knob and look around 
the country. The present location of Turkey Knob was 
about the 6800 block of Willard Street, south of the pre-
sent location of Handley...it being south of Lake Erie , 
which is now the property of Texas Electric Ser. Co., the 
lake having been drained and abandoned. Some of her 
family were involved with the building of the dam for the 
old Lake Erie. Two of her brothers worked mules to 
scrapers and plows to help build the dam that Lake Erie 
was built around. It was owner originally by a man by the 
name of Cravey. He sold it to Texas Electric or North 
Texas Traction Co.. While it was a farm and no Lake 
Erie there, just a hillside, they found arrowheads and all 
sorts of items. There was a branch that ran through their 

farm that was the main tributary to building Lake Erie, 
filling it out. When Mrs. Hester was asked what the pur-
pose of building this was, her answer was, " for an 
amusement spot. " They had a pavilion where you could 
go and sit on the edge of the water. You could play 
cards or dominoes...or just sit and talk...or just look at 
the water if you wanted to. There was a beautiful dance 
floor in the center, if you wanted to dance.. At first they 
had an Italian Band; then later they had other bands 
there. It was fun. They had a roller skating rink and a 
merry-go-round. They had canoes or boats on the lake 
where you could rent one to go boating if you wished to. 
They had a chute boat that was built up on the edge of 
Turkey Knob, way up high. They raised the boats up by 
some kind of lift; you got in and came down that chute 
and hit the water. That was a thrill for many people. The 
park was beautifully kept up. There were flowers planted 
in every bed with nice walks; it was just a lovely amuse-
ment center. There was a stage where they would show 
picture shows. They had a vocalist who would sing. 
They would illustrate her songs on those canvas curtains 
and it was beautiful. 
You could go inside the amusement park at any time 
and there was no charge. Only if you danced, there was 
a small admission price of a quarter and you could 
dance all you wanted to. There was a small admission to 
the skating rink also . If you wanted anything to snack on 
you also had to pay for that too. The singing and enter-
tainment were all free also. You could sit up in the bal-
cony and look down at the stage and watch the enter-
tainers. It was two story, but open all the way around. 
Chairs and tables were provided for you to sit and have 
picnics if you wanted to. You could play any kind of 
games or just sit & visit. It was just a lovely beautiful 
place. The two story burned and then they built one that 
was only one story. It was demolished when the recrea-
tion center was broken up. Other parks were built 
around the area. The only way to get to this one was on 

(Continued on page 5) 

TREASURER’S ISLAND 

February, 2013 

Eastside Antiques 
Open Monday-Tuesday By Chance 
Open Wednesday– Saturday 11-5 

 
 
3132 Handley Dr. 
Fort Worth, Texas 76112           817-492-4200 
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the interurban, unless you had your own conveyance. It 
started in the early 1900's and was a recreation center 
until after Mrs.Hester was married. That's where we had 
balloon ascensions too. They had this balloon on the 
ground. She wasn't sure what they filled it with, but 
guessed it was helium of some kind. The balloon was 
held down by people until it sufficiently filled to go into 
the air. Someone would sit in the basket wearing a para-
chute. It went up so high; then the passenger jumped 
out and came to the ground by parachute. To be contin-
ued in the March 2013 HNA Newsletter. 
***************************************************** 
Our Historic Handley Development Corp. has just 
elected a new slate of Officers and Board members for 
2013. President--Jean McClung, Vice-President--Betty 
Coomer, Secretary-Treasurer--Paul Kerpoe. We have a 
new slate of Board Members and more in number than 
ever before. The new board members are Kirk Lancas-
ter, Jody Hughes, Paul Tessier, Bill Ryan, Joann Ehlers, 
Brad Haskovec, and Andra. The officers can serve only 
one year, unless voted back in and the Board Members 
can serve a 2 year term unless they are voted back in 
for another term. A lot of decisions for the community 
are made at these meetings. If you would like to come 
see and hear what is being planned for our community, 
you are more than welcome to do so. They are open 
meetings, nothing secret. The membership dues are just 
$25.00 a year & when paid, you can voice your opinion 
and have a say in the activities. Right now our chairman 
for the Festival , Brad Haskovec, is working hard in plan-
ning a real good festival this year. It will be our 15th year 
for having the festivals. We plan to have a fantastic Chil-
dren's area this year. Jody Hughes has taken on that 
project. The booths will be priced where our own com-
munity people can afford them. The festival will be Octo-
ber 12, 2013. We have a "CHILI DINNER" planned for 
one of our money making projects. This will be on a Fri-
day night at the Community Center on Forest at 5:00 
p.m. --7:00 p.m. Donations are $5.00 each. Please come 
join us and help support your community. March 17th, 
Sunday, we will be serving at the Gazebo--IRISH STEW 
--celebrating St. Patty's Day. In April we will have a 
Spring Fling on the 20th of April, Saturday at the Weiler 

(Continued from page 4) Gallery--open house where there will be a silent auction 
--auctioning off art pieces. We want & need more com-
munity involvement. We need you. 
 
We have two vacancies in our Handley Neighborhood 
Association now--President & Secretary. We will have 
elections for these 2 offices at our next meeting--2nd 
Monday of each month--this meeting will be February 
11th. Please let Judy Taylor, Shirley Collins-Cornwell or 
Betty Coomer know if you are interested in running for 
either of these two offices. 
 
Our fall gathering for our Handley High School Alumni 
members is October 19th. We will meet at Smokey's on 
East Lancaster again. Smokey's have been so gracious 
to us--they even bought purple table coverings (our 
school colors) for us & the food has been delicious. 
 
The Quilt we are selling tickets for -for Old Towne Hand-
ley is on display in the front of the Handley Antique Mall. 
Please go by & buy some $2.00 tickets. The quilt is 
beautiful. We are having Corral Fence Co. come out & 
give us a bid on a new fence around 2 sides of the ga-
zebo. We raised enough money to replace the clock in 
our Historic Handley area last year. This year we have 
thought about replacing the Gazebo Fence and or 
maybe also getting new banners on our light posts for 
this year.  
 
We have lost some of our Handley Code Blue members 
this past year . Jim Pierce, Jerry Tijerina, Ira Noble's 
daughter & Tyrone & Joann Well's son. Also, Peggy 
Yale's husband, BO. Peggy has the doll shop 
(Enchanted Dolls) in Handley. They are soon to be clos-
ing, everything is now 75% off --my house runneth over. 
Please remember these families in your thoughts & 
prayers. Take care until next time. Betty A. Coomer 
_____________________________________________ 
 
CONTINUED FROM JANUARY NEWSLETTER 

 
CITY OF FORT WORTH POLICE DEPARTMENT 

CITIZENS CODE BLUE PATROL  

(Continued on page 6) 
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changed from Code Blue Seminar to Citizens On Patrol 
Appreciation Luncheon. The place & date have also been 
changed. We hope you plan to attend. There will be lots 
of food, entertainment and drawings for each division for 
some fabulous gifts. 
 

************************* 

 
HISTORIC HANDLEY DEVELOPMENT CORP (HHDC) 
 
The HHDC met in January. New officers were voted on. 
Jean McClung was elected President, Betty Coomer as 
Vice-President and Paul Kerpoe as Secretary-Treasurer. 
We need some new members. If you are interested in 
what is taking place in our Historic Handley area and 
want to have a say in it, please plan to come join us. The 
dues are $25.00 a year. Plans are now underway for the 
upcoming festival in the fall. Jody Hughes has asked to 
plan the children's area activities this year. We have 
some upcoming fund raisers in the plans for all during the 
year. 
 

****************** 
 

FRIENDS OF OLD TOWNE HANDLEY 
 
Don't forget we have a quilt on display at the Handley 
Antique Mall. We are selling tickets for $2.00 each--the 
funds will go into the Friends of Old Towne Handley ac-
count to go towards something special for the community. 
We got the clock last year--maybe a new fence for the 
gazebo area this year. We will have a drawing for the 
quilt in the early spring at the flea market. It's a beautiful 
quilt donated by Jody Hughes. 
___________________________________________ 

Here are some more dates for you to write on your  

calendar. The Handley High School Alumni Association 

will hold their spring luncheon at Smokey's on east  

Lancaster on April 13, 2013--10:00--2:00. The fall alumni 

luncheon will be on October 19, 2013. We do hope you 

(Continued on page 7) 

How much time will I need to commit to the program? 
Only the time you want. Citizens are needed to patrol 
their neighborhoods and deterrent to crime. If you can 
spare a few hours a month to your neighborhood to help 
make Fort Worth a better place to live the COP program 
needs you! Patrols are conducted in COP member's per-
sonal vehicles with appropriate magnetic COP identifica-
tion signs attached to the vehicle. Shirts, jackets and hats 
with the COPs logo are provided for patrollers to maintain 
contact with their COPs base radio Operators at all times. 
Base radio operators record any observations made by 
patrollers and make appropriate calls for police assis-
tance when necessary.  
 
HOW DOES THE PROGRAM BENEFIT MY NEIGHBOR-
HOOD? 
The program helps increase home and property security, 
code enforcement and neighborhood involvement to de-
ter crime. COP patrols provide a visible presence which 
helps deter criminal activity in their neighborhood. COP 
members also develop a close relationship with their 
NPO (Neighborhood Police Officer) and the Fort Worth 
Police Department.  
 
I HAVE A CONCEALED HANDGUN LICENSE; CAN I 
CARRY A FIREARM WHILE INVOLVED IN COP  
ACTIVITIES?  
 
NO. COP MEMBERS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO 
CARRY ANY TYPE OF FIREARM WITH THEM WHILE 
CONDUCTING ANY COP ACTIVITIES. Citizens Code 
Blue Patrol--Building a partnership with citizens, busi-
nesses and the Fort Worth Police Department to address 
and reduce crime for a safer community. We need you, 
your neighborhood needs you, your community needs 
you. 
 
Our upcoming CITIZENS ON PATROL APPRECIATION 
LUNCHEON is Saturday, March 9th, 2013 7:30 a.m.-2:00 
p.m. at the Will Rogers Memorial Center, 3401 West Lan-
caster Ave. Free parking with COP jacket & or shirt and 
COP ID Card. All COP members and their spouses are 
invited to attend this annual event. The name has been 

(Continued from page 5) 
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alumni members are planning to attend. Each year our 

membership dwindles down due to deaths and illnesses. 

You know our last two grades to graduate from Handley 

Jr. Sr. High School were the classes of 1958 & 1959. We 

are in our late sixties and early seventies now. When we 

are gone, our alumni luncheons will no longer be in exis-

tence. We will be on the deceased lists. Sooo, when you 

have got the chance to come be with friends & foes to 

reminisce about olden times, ya better start coming now, 

before you show up on that deceased list. 

 

Please don't forget to pay your yearly dues, which are 

due every January--January to January. They are just 

$12.00 a year. This will be your last newsy newsletter--

until your dues are paid. Your $12.00 will pay you to  

January 1, 2014. DUES ARE DUE NOW 

 

VALENTINES DAY IS COMING ON FEBRUARY 14TH. 

HOPE YOU HAVE A FANTASTIC DAY.  

HAPPY VALENTINES DAY 

 

************************************************************* 

This article came out of the Handley News on February 

13, 1959 

 

LESLIE SMITH RETIRES AFTER 20 YEARS SERVICE 

AS SCOUTMASTER 

 

Leslie T. Smith, Scoutmaster of Boy Scout Troop 83 for 

20 years., was honored at a retirement party Tuesday 

night, Feb, 3,1959, at Handley Methodist Church.  

The troop is sponsored by the Men's Club of the church. 

 

"Smitty" as he is called by his friends, was praised by a 

number of speakers  

during the dinner meeting. The club presented him with a 

plaque and adult scout  

trophy. Among the Scout executives who attended the 

(Continued from page 6) party were Gayland  

Unger, Fort Worth area executive scout director, and 

Grover Sims, field  

executive. Doug Koldin will replace Mr. Smith as scout-

master. About 100 guests were present. Joe Kunze is 

president of the club. Mr. Smith who lives with his  

wife, Gladys, at 6455 Craig, recalls that when he took 

over the troop with the assistance of L.Z. Pruett, twenty 

years ago, there were only about 14 boys in the troop. 

Now Handley boasts of five active troops. At that time the 

Boy Scouts met in the Handley Baptist Church; now they 

have their own 30x50 foot masonry building, complete 

with large recreation room, fire-place, an office and  

rest rooms all near the present Hut at 6717 Craig Street, 

which was built in 1950. Mr. Smith recalls that the very 

first task of his troop was cleaning up Handley, which was 

no easy task. 

 

What became of these Boy Scouts who grew up here? 

There are too many to name them all. Among them were 

six ministers, three medical doctors, at least one lawyer 

and some have risen to responsible positions in business. 

Two became pilots and it is thought that there is a former 

Boy Scout with the armed forces in every country where 

our armed forces are located. Mr. Smith corresponds with  

many of them. Some of the boys who were former mem-

bers of troops 86 and 83, who have made good in their 

chosen fields are: R.H. Brooks, Jr., Eugene Browder,  

Don Hazelwood, Albert Browder, David Hughes, Elmer 

Browder, J. E. Green, Dickie Caruthers (deceased), and 

Ben Gant, Jr. Leslie Smith , who is Presbyterian and 

holds a Royal Lodge degree in the Masonic Lodge, will 

not withdraw entirely from scouting. He will continue as a 

Scouter, helping in any way he can. Since he was a lad in 

his early teens, Leslie has been interested in tinkering 

with watches. It has been his hobby all his life. He has a 

watch repair and jewelry shop at his home address where 

he can usually be found  

(Continued on page 8) 
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Handley Happenings 
Advertising Rates 

business card ad: $25 per month 
1/4 page ad: $40 per month 
1/2 page ad: $70 per month 

6 month  business card  ad: $120 
We reserve the right to refuse 

ads. Acceptance of an ad is not 
an endorsement of products or 

services. 
Ads must be received by the 15th 
of the month in order to reserve a 

space. To place an ad call, 
Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059 

surrounded by striking clocks and watches in all states of repair. Outside his shop there are interesting rocks which he 

has collected on field trips. He is never too busy to stop and chat with an old friend, who might drop in to see him. Sev-

eral of his old friends are T.C. "Red Duncan" and "Barney Crow. I am sure many of you remember Smitty's Little 

Church on the Hill on Craig St. The little church sits in the front yard of the house to the north of the Handley Antique 

Mall. We hope in time to have it connected to chimes--especially at Christmas time. 

 

********************************************************************************************* 

 

HOW MANY OF YOU REMEMBER THESE BUSINESSES IN HANDLEY 

 

IN 1959? Wansley's Grill, "A good Place to Eat.", ZIG-ZAG Grocery, Hawthorne's Ser. Station and Garage, Hubbard 

Drug, WASHETTE, Morris Gulf Service, Hadley's Auto Service, Church Street Washateria, W.W. Williams Humble, and 

last, but not least Handley's FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF HANDLEY. I worked for that bank for many, many years--

from when it was First National Bank of Handley till its later years where it is now called Bank of America. We went 

through many name changes--Republic, First Republic Bank, City National Bank, Nations Bank, N.C.N.B., and then, I 

think, Bank of America. I moved with them from the location of the antique mall on Handley Drive to their present loca-

tion on E. Lancaster where we had a beautiful new building to work in. I was the head bookkeeper at the time. The only 

draw back was--they put the men's restroom right in the bookkeeping area where the men would have to come  

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Help YOUR newsletter grow   
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area (they will 
be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next newsletter.  

Send in your favorite stories and pictures to: 
Handley Happenings 

P. O. Box 8037 
Fort Worth, Texas 76124 

Or e-mail them to: 
lloyd@historichandley.org 

Your ad  
could  

be here 

traipsing through our posting machine area filled with all women. My sister, Bonnie Opitz, also worked at the bank in 

the proof department and also as a teller. At one time we had three sets of sisters working at the bank. Those were 

the days. I loved to post on the bookkeeping machines. We used to have a woman, Eleanor Walker, my good friend, 

working in the statement window. She was funnier than a barrel of monkeys. One Friday night when we were open 

late she came barreling out of the statement window doubled over laughing. You see in those years ,when people 

wanted to see their balance or see what checks or deposits had been posted, they would come to her window and 

want their statement sheet pulled , so they could see what had been posted to their account. When she could quit 

laughing long enough, she said some man came up to her window and asked her to pull his thing. Of course we all 

got tickled then. I could always get myself into a lot of trouble by laughing or as my sister puts it, snorting at the 

wrong time. I remember one day, I don't remember what it was we got so tickled over now, but she & I got to laugh-

ing, every time we would look at each other, we would bust out laughing. I'd have to get up, leave the bookkeeping 

room, go into the lunch room, try to get my self together. I'd go back to my desk, sit down and look at her and we just 

couldn't contain ourselves. In the afternoon our boss started calling each of us, one by one to his desk. Of course by 

now I don't remember what he told us, but I do remember he let me wiggle & squirm till the end, wondering what he 

was telling the others. We thought we had it rough back then, but looking back on those days now, we had it made. 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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We didn't make a lot, but the benefits were good. When you have good benefits, that means a lot on a job. If you're 

happy, that means a lot too. Don't ever burn your bridges when you leave a job. You never know when you may want to 

go back to work for the business. I was able to go back to the bank on three different occasions. I worked up from the 

statement department, bookkeeping poster & head bookkeeper to a regular teller, and then to a teller & auditor in the 

note department. We used to be told, there are machines coming that will replace tellers, and we didn't believe them. We 

should have believed them--look at banking now. They have lost a lot of the personal touch they used to have. At 72, I 

feel very fortunate that I did have a good job in banking, both here and in Long Beach California. I always had good 

benefits. Those benefits mean a lot.  

 

************************************************************************************************** 

 

My dog babies are fine--they lead me a dog's life, but they are so much company.  

I will soon go see "Old Bo" over at Jane's Secret Place. 

 

Meals on Wheels are desperate for more people to volunteer to take food to shut-ins. I deliver meals twice a week. It's 

very rewarding and only takes approximately 1 to 2 hours of your time. Eastside Ministries also need clothing and food 

donations. They serve a lot of people in our area.  

Betty Coomer 

 

(Continued from page 9) 
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Membership Enrollment Form 

        Have a voice in your community.  
      Help shape and improve your 

Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the 
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference. 

  

  

Name __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

        Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
 

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________ 
 
 

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________ 
 
 

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________ 
 
 

Date________________________ 
 
 

Birth date/s_______________________________  Anniversary_______________ 
 
 

Dues are $12.00 per household a year 
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association 

And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037 
 

 

February, 2013 



HISTORIC HANDLEY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

 ASSOCIATION 
P.O.  Box  8037 

Fort Worth, TX  76124-8037 

Helping the community 
through community 

involvement 

In God  
We Trust 

February, 2013 

 


