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Story of Fort Worth from Outpost to Metropolis
FORT WORTH FROM OUTPOST
THE FIRST STEPS
Life moved slowly in Fort Worth during those first few years after the soldiers left. Farming was the main business, and there was little to set Fort Worth apart from hundreds of other tiny villages that dotted the frontier. In 1854,
John Peter Smith arrived and opened the first school. Twelve students enrolled. Their parents paid $5 tuition per student
and agreed to provide the food and a place for the teacher to live. Poor health forced Smith to close his school after
three years. Later, in 1882--the year Fort Worth Public School System was established--he became mayor of Fort Worth
and served in that post for four years.
In 1856, the pace of growth began to quicken, and a special election was called to decide whether Birdville
should remain the county seat or whether it should be moved to Fort Worth. Fort Worth won, and the victory was an important one. The county government brought more people to Fort Worth and, as a result, more business. By 1860, Fort
Worth had grown to nearly 450 people and Tarrant County to nearly 6,000.
Thus, only ten years after the Army had first occupied the fort on the Trinity, Fort Worth had developed into the business
center for a rich and growing agricultural area. The future of the town appeared bright; but at the height of this prosperity,
the long-simmering feud over slavery burst into war between the North and the South.
Texans always had been fighting men. The state's brief history was already dotted liberally with wars--endless
battles with the Indians, the fight for independence from Mexico and the second war against Mexico in 1846. When
Texas seceded to join the Confederacy, the men from Fort Worth and Tarrant County rushed to join other Texans in the
fighting.
Those who survived returned home in 1865 to disaster. Farms left untended during the war years had grown
over. Small herds of cattle had run unchecked and mixed with the wild herds originally brought over by the Spanish explorers. There was no money, no seed, no markets. The bloody War between the States had brought the nation to the
brink of ruin. Fort Worth, Tarrant County and all of Texas were in chaos.
SPURS & SIXGUNS
Just as the effects of the Civil War pushed Fort Worth near extension, problems that the war caused in other
areas created a situation that saved the town and provided a basis for growth for the next several years.
During the five years of fighting, cattle in the heavily populated areas of the north and east had been slaughtered
to feed the Union armies. Now, with the war over, these people were hungry for beef.
In Texas, beef was the only major asset. Large numbers of cattle, descendants of Spanish herds, roamed untamed and unbranded. Because of their wide horn spread, they became known as longhorns, or Texas longhorns. They
were poor eating; their meat was tough and stringy. But they were beef and the only major source of it available. Texans
began driving these herds of longhorns north to market.
The first drives went by way of the Chisholm and other trails as far as Illinois and Iowa, where the cattle were
sold to individual farmers and stores. When the meat companies learned of the beef supply in Texas, they moved to purchase beef in larger quantities. The railroads quickly built toward the southwest to meet the herds. Sedalia, Missouri and
later Abilene and Dodge City, Kansas became major cattle shipping points.
The cattle drives were the beginning of that period most people recall when they think of the Old West. For the
next twenty-five years, cattle and cowboys dominated life in the West.
The drivers themselves reached their peak six years after they began. In 1871, nearly 650,000 cattle were herded up the
trails; within three years , only a trickle still moved north.
(Continued on page 6)
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Groundhog day is February 2nd. Are we going to have any winter?
Happy Valentine's Day, February 14th
President's Day, February 20th
Ash Wednesday, February 22nd
Our January meeting was a Member's Forum. This was a chance for members to express their ideas, concerns and program ideas for the coming year. Major Jones from the Eastside Police Sector answered concerns about crime. Edward Casati brought attention to the danger of children from the middle school crossing Meadowbrook Dr at Forest. This problem will be addressed by the city, police and school officials. Also,
panhandling at the stores on Meadowbrook Dr. is a problem. Kim Gardner, NPO said to call the police and
to also report it to the manager of the store. CVS is very good about attending to this problem.
Saturday, February 18th, 8:30 A.M. to 12:30 P.M., at the Hazel Harvey Peace Center, 818 Missouri, the
Fort Worth Neighborhood Education Office is presenting Neighborhood University. Topics include: Update,
Transportation & Public Works, Tools for Great Meetings, What's on Your Mind?, City Council Redistricting, and Zoning Changes: Organizing for Effective Influence. Keynote: Police Chief Jeff Halstead . Fee is
$5.00. Any one that is interested in attending, please contact me and I will send you a Registration Form.
Judy Taylor, Marti Lawrence and I attended last year and found it most informative.
I am sure you are aware that we are still meeting at HUMC. Due to objections from members, the decision
was made to continue at the church.
Remember, to continue to receive the Newsletter, your dues need to be paid. They are only $12.00 a year.
Remit to HNA, P.O. Box 3087, Ft. Worth, 76124.
We always need more volunteers for Code Blue, Code Rangers and also Meals on Wheels always needs
more volunteers. Your participation in Handley events is very important for our neighborhood.
Our next meeting is February 13th, 6:30 P.M. at HUMC, 2929 Forest. Our program is L.G. Swift, HandleyMeadowbrook Library. He will discuss the many services provided at the library.
A light meal will be served at 6:30 P.M. Hope you can attend.
Joann
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TREASURER’S ISLAND
Hi- "Happy Valentine Day" to each of
you. Can you believe that we are starting into February 2012? It seems like
Christmas was just a day or so ago.
Where does the time go so fast?
I guess the older we get, the time
seems to slip away from us. I will soon
be 72 years young. I was almost born
on "Birthington's Washday." Freddie
Holcomb and I both were born in February, just a day or
two shy of the President's Day celebrations. We both
keep busy in our elder years--maybe that's what keeps
us young. HA
Be sure to get your calenders and pens handy to write
down all these dates for upcoming events. We need
your support in our community. The Captain's meeting is
open to everyone--especially Code Blue members and
their captains. It is being held on January 30 at 6:00 p.m.
and it will be held at the Handley Recreation Center on
Beaty. We were meeting at the new place on Nashville
over in Poly. We are so glad to have it held back in our
area once again. The meetings are to give us information on activities going on in our areas and to tell us how
to better protect our neighborhoods. These meetings are
held once a month on the last Monday night of the
month.
The next COPS Training class will be held at the Police
Academy, February 18, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. You must have
your paperwork in by February 10 for your background
check. The CAC "Community Advisory Committee"
meeting will be held at the Handley Recreation Center,
6:30 p.m. February 6--on a Monday night. Sooo, here
are 3 things to put down. By the time you get this newsletter it will be too late for January 30th meeting with the
Captain--just remember it meets once a month on the
last Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m. We have had so
many crimes lately, be extra careful and always be
aware of your surroundings at all times, day & night. The

CAC always meets the first Monday of Each Month,
HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOC. MEETS THE
2ND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 6:30 P.M. AT
THE HANDLEY UNITED METHIODIST CHURCH . The
3rd Monday Handley Code Blue meets at the store front
on Forest and again the Capt.'s meeting is the last Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m.
Seems as though all our Mondays are taken up with
meetings. If all this information stresses you out, just
handle the stressful situation like a dog. If you can't eat it
or play with it, pee on it and walk away.
I don't know how many of you have At&T, but I have
been getting snowed under with all kinds of e-mails asking for my password , date of birth & other info. they
should have. They threaten to close my AT&T service off
it I don't respond. The last time this happened I wasn't
smart, I supplied them with the information they were
asking for. As a result, someone zapped into my computer and stole everyone of my e-mail addresses off my
computer. Don't give them any information. Just for your
information, don't get into the problems I have had by
supplying them with information they already have.
Say, people, have you noticed the "Little Church" has
finally found it's new and permanent resting place on
Handley Drive, next door to the Antique Mall? Brad
Haskovec, Ray Barnes, Joe Laird, and others have put a
lot of time and money into restoring the church. It will
soon have a preacher and Bible inside. It's really fantastic that it could be brought back to life after all these
years. It was at the top of the hill on Craig Street at
Smitty's residence, then at a Presbyterian Church on
Oak Hill Rd.--in storage there for a number of years,
then in Betty Coomer's back yard where Cecil restored a
lot of it and ended up on the front porch at the house by
the Handley Antique Mall. You are welcome to stop by
and see it. If you wish, you can open the front door and
(Continued on page 5)

Eastside Antiques
Open Monday-Tuesday By Chance
Open Wednesday– Saturday 11-5
3132 Handley Dr.
Fort Worth, Texas 76112
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peer inside. Some people have already stopped by,
looked at the church and cried because of memories
they had growing up with the church, "Smitty's Little
Church" on top of the hill on Craig Street. Many of us old
timers have so many fond memories of that little church
and the stories told about it. A big thank you to all who
helped in restoring it and helping get it into its final resting place for all to enjoy. Please help us keep an eye on
it to keep down vandalism on it.
Our Friends of Old Towne Historic Handley has a fantastic money making project to help us succeed in getting
the new clock for the area. We have sold and raffled off
two quilts donated by Jody Hughes. We have cans out in
various stores in the community for people to put their
change in. Bill Ryan from the Weiler House held a silent
auction with some beautiful paintings and pictures and
we had a table set up at the lst Saturday flea market at
the mall and sold donated items. We will continue to
have a table at the flea market to sell items donated with
the proceeds going towards the purchase of the clock.
We have another picture to raffle off--it's a very unique
picture of a train and depot. It was donated by the M & M
Resale Shop. It will be on display at the mall---tickets are
just $1.00 each and you don't have to be present to win.
There will be other items for the drawing too. Remember, all those people who donated $100.00 or more, their
names will go on a plaque by or near the clock. We have
quite a few names to go on the plaque. If you have any
items that can be sold at the flea market for the Friends
of Old Towne Historic Handley booth, they would be
greatly appreciated.
East Fort Worth has some of the most active Neighborhood Associations in all of Fort Worth.
All of the Associations have regular public meetings,
membership is open to homeowners and residents
within their boundaries and elsewhere and visitors are
always welcome. By attending you get to find out what is
going on in your community and you get to know your
city council representative, Fort Worth NPO's , and other
people who contribute to the quality of life in Fort Worth.
It is a very worth while association to become a member
of.
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Thanks to everyone who has and is still contributing food
to our Eastside Ministries. Many people have left food at
the Handley Antique Mall and also our Handley & Ryanwood meeting store front on Forest. It is greatly appreciated. Eastside Ministries (ESM) of Fort Worth is a faith
based 501 (c)3 non-profit organization that is supported
by Churches, Organizations, Businesses and individuals. The sole purpose of ESM , without discrimination, is
to serve needy families, the handicapped, the elderly
and the homeless persons living in zip codes
76103,76112 or 76120. Many Eastside residents are in
need of help each day. Some of these individuals go to
area churches daily seeking food, clothing and other
support. Therefore, in 1985, several Eastside area
churches from many different denominations joined together to form a single non-profit organization to address
these needs. The resulting single service location has
proven to be far better at providing for the area needy
than what the individual churches could do by themselves. Since 1985 the mission has remained the same.
Hundreds of families are served each month through
generous support of individuals just like you. Remember,
you can make monetary donations in memory of someone or in honor of someone. Please help support this
worthwhile organization. They are always in need of
food and clothing.
The Historic Handley Cultural Center and Historic Handley Railroad Museum officers and members are saddened by the resignation of Bob Taylor. Bob has done
so very much for our area in getting the Cultural Center
and Railroad Museum up and going in our area. He has
put in so much time, effort and work in both projects. We
are hoping he will reconsider his resignation and will
continue to participate and be active in better things to
come in the upcoming months and years of our Historic
Handley. He has been a vital part in getting much of the
projects started and finished.
Meals on Wheels is in great need of more volunteers to
deliver food to home bound clients.
It is a very worth while work, which takes approximately
1 to 1 1/2 hours a day to deliver food and talk to the peo-

February, 2012

Page 5

(Continued from page 5)

(Continued from page 2)

ple. Many times we are the only contact these people
have with the outside world. You can do the work once a
month, once a week or however your hours will accommodate you. I deliver on Tuesdays and Fridays and thoroughly enjoy my contact
with our clients. It is very rewarding.

Time and romance have obscured much of the
harshness of the trail drives. The heat, dust and sweat,
work from dawn to dark, night herding, days on end without seeing a town--all are lost in more romantic memories
of trail towns, saloons, gambling halls, outlaws, gunfighters and town -tamers such as Wyatt Earp and Wild Bill
Hickok.

I attended a relatives funeral recently. This information
might be helpful to you, your loved ones and friends. It's
something I never thought about when I reached well
over 300 pounds before I got the gastric bypass. Eddie
weighed well over 350 pounds if not more. He wouldn't fit
into a regular size casket, so they had to buy a larger
casket. Due to the larger casket being used, it would take
up the one space and part of the other space that was to
be used for his wife, when her time came. They had already purchased two plots beside their folk's graves. The
funeral home finally relented--it may be a new policy now
--so his wife will be buried on top of him, rather than beside him, because of the larger size casket that was
needed for him. Something to think about for future reference.
I went to Jane's Secret Place last Saturday and visited
"Old Bo" the battled scared warrior on Bryan Street. He
was all healed up, didn't lose his tail, just a few more
scars added to his body. He's still got the blood shot
eyes that looks like he was out on an all night-er, but he's
very lovable and likes all the attention he is getting after
his near death with a pack of dogs and being hit by a car
to boot.
Go by and visit our Eastside Merchants and have a cup
of coffee with James at M & M Resale Shop. He has lots
of goodies to offer and at good prices too. He'll always
find a bargain for you. He's a super salesman. Get your
coffee pot ready, James.

Fort Worth was a trail town , the last stopping place in
Texas for cattlemen driving herds up the Chisholm trail. It
was the last place to buy supplies and relax before crossing the Red River into Indian and renegade-infested
Oklahoma Territory. The brands of the great cattle empires--the J A Ranch, the 101, and XIT. The Spur and the
King Ranches--passed through Fort Worth regularly. Famous ranchers such as Charles Goodnight and bad men
such as Ben Thompson and the deadly John Wesley
Hardin visited the town.
Fort Worth , near extinction at the end of the Civil War,
grew to meet the new demands. Saloons and gambling
halls opened; hotels began operating. Later, cattle buyers moved to town to meet the trail herders to purchase
their cattle for delivery to the railheads in Kansas. By
1870, Fort Worth had grown to about 300 in population.
Then in early 1872, disaster struck. Texas cattle were
discovered to be infested with ticks. Residents around
the Kansas railheads refused to let the animals cross
their land. Buyers refused to purchase the cattle for fear
of spreading the insects. Although a few herds continued
to move north in the next few years, the cattle boom was
finished.
Continued in the March Newsletter Betty Coomer

Take care until next time. Betty Coomer
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HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD MINUTES
9 Jan. meeting minutes
President Joann Elhers called the meeting to order. She welcomed two new members, and a few visitors for a total
attending of 23.
Minutes were voted on and accepted.
Will Dryden offered the invocation.
Will Dryden gave information on oil drilling in the Handley area.
Officer Kimberly Gardner reported on recent criminal activity in the area, 4th Saturday of the month.
Neighborhood Watch meetings at Nashville St. Police sector and auto etching to help with return of stolen vehicle at
McDonalds on Lancaster.
Betty Comer mentioned dates for several happenings of interest Code Blue, Captains meeting January 30th
moved to Handley Recreation Center. Meals on wheels, Friends to Friends 1 hour commitment to visit or call MOW
recipients, Eastside Ministries.
It was mentioned by Judy Taylor and Bill Stevens A need for the organization to encourage the city to upgrade Stark Street that has been on the books for utilities and surfacing since 1985.
Concern of undesirable activities and trash at area bus stops were expressed by Neda and will Dryden, and
others.
Edward Casati mentioned a problem with homeless and panhandlers at area businesses, Danger of
McClung Middle School children crossing major intersections such as Meadowbrook and Forest.
Major Jones thanked HNA for its support of the officers of East Ft. Worth and pledged there support to us.
He also responded to a concern of police response times and offered to send a representative of the 911 Communications Department to speak on procedures.
Jan Daws spoke on the need to clean up the intersection of Handley Dr. and Brentwood Stair Rd.
Rubin Olmos City Neighborhood Education Specialist spoke of February 18, 2012 Community Workshop
with classes on redistricting, rezoning. Also is representative of St. Ritas school. They have many concerns on the
loss of desirable businesses and appearance of undesirable businesses. There is a desire for cooperation between
St. Ritas and HNA.
February speaker will be L.G.Swift from the Meadowbrook Branch Library.
Call to adjourn
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THINKING ABOUT YOUR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS?
Most people will have given up on them before the Super Bowl!
Here are some ideas that will help you not be one of “most people”:
1. Lose Weight
Two thirds of Americans are overweight! The CINCH program/products from Shaklee are the scientifically-advanced way to lose the fat, maintain the muscle and lose the inches. A CINCH Shake
is a complete and nutritious meal and costs less than a typical meal. It’s fast, convenient, and delicious!
2. Get Out of Debt, Manage Money Wisely
For most people this would be easier to do if they had more money. By sharing the extraordinary Shaklee products
with a handful of people you can enjoy better health for free. Let us know if you would like to learn more about any of
the many options available.
3. Get Fit, Exercise More
While exercising, it’s easier to be consistent when you have the stamina to train well and the ability to recover quickly.
Shaklee Sports Nutrition products, used by hundreds of world-class athletes, will help you achieve your goals. Performance gives you energy to exercise. Physique allows you to recover quickly. Energy Chews give a quick lift.
Joint Health Complex takes care of aching joints.
4. Manage Stress More Effectively
Stress is the #1 reason for aging prematurely! Stress Relief Complex is 100% natural and helps you deal with the
physiological and mental effects of stress.
5. Get Healthier
The University of California, Berkeley School of Public Health determined that people taking typical multivitamins often have worse health than people taking no supplements. The same 20 year study found that Shaklee supplement users have dramatically better health than the other groups (see chart below).
BOTTOM LINE: People that don’t use Shaklee supplements are 150% to 400% more likely to suffer these diseases –
switching to Shaklee will dramatically lower your risk and help you achieve optimum health.
INCIDENCE OF DISEASE:

SHAKLEE

Other Brands

No Supplements

Coronary Heart Disease

5.0%

7.1%

5.6%

Type II Diabetes

2.9%

11.1%

8.5%

People that feel their health is ‘good’ to ‘excellent’

84.2%

55.6%

49.1%

6.

Learn Something New
Taking responsibility for our own health and the health of our family begins with education. The Learn & Earn program not only educates you about how to prevent a wealth of health issues, but also rewards you with up to $100 in
free product! Just go to our special website at: www.betterhealthin31days.com/success
7. Be More Eco-Conscious
Asthma rates in children under age five have increased more than 400% in the last 15 years, and it is directly linked to
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

the toxic cleaners found in the majority of homes. Shaklee cleaning products are non-toxic, biodegradable, safe for
your family, and safe for the environment, and they cost less per use than the toxic cleaners found in the grocery store.
Since the introduction of the GetClean Starter Kit, the amount of unused plastic containers could stretch around the
earth 28 times! These products are one of Oprah’s “25 Favorite Things”, and Rachel Ray raves about them. You can be
part of the pollution solution by switching to a GetClean Starter Kit, and with Shaklee you can save money, rid
your home of toxins, and help the planet!
8. Help Others
The Shaklee mission is: We provide a healthier life for everyone and a better life for anyone. We would be happy to
share the benefits of Shaklee!

To a Happy, Healthy, Successful 2012,

Marti, James and Carter Lawrence

Your ad
could
be here
Handley Happenings
Advertising Rates
business card ad: $25 per month
1/4 page ad: $40 per month
1/2 page ad: $70 per month
6 month business card ad: $120
We reserve the right to refuse ads. Acceptance of an ad
is not an endorsement of products or services.
Ads must be received by the 15th of the month in order
to reserve a space. To place an ad call,
Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059
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Iona’s Unique Designs
We Design I Love You’s to I'm Sorry’s
With Fresh Flowers

Iona Palmer
Owner

palmer.iona45@yahoo.com
6267 Brentwood Stair Rd
Fort Worth, TX 76112

817-446-3434 Fax 817-446-3521
www.ionasuniquedesigns.com
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DUES STATEMENT FOR 2012
January 1, 2012 to January 1, 2013
HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Dear HNA Member:
Your dues are due for 2012. Our dues run from January to January of
each year and are only $12.00 a year. For this $12.00, you receive our
newsy-gossipy Handley Neighborhood Newsletter, “Handley Happenings” once a month. If you attend our meetings you always get
something to eat or drink-usually both and at Christmas time HNA
furnishes the meat for our Christmas party, as well as the drinks and
other goodies.
We have door prizes at most meetings and also have guest speakers, who keep us up to date on happenings in our area. Where else
could you get all of these benefits for just $12.00 a year? Remember,
to be able to vote, your dues must be paid current. Please help us
save money on printing & stamps, by sending your dues in now.
Your dues also help pay for the printing and postage of our newsletter every month.
Thank you,

Betty Allene Coomer
Betty Allene Coomer, Treasurer

Help YOUR newsletter grow
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area (they will
be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next newsletter.
Send in your favorite stories and pictures to:
Handley Happenings
P. O. Box 8037
Fort Worth, Texas 76124
Or e-mail them to:
lloyd@historichandley.org
Page 10
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Membership Enrollment Form

Have a voice in your community.
Help shape and improve your
Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference.

Name __________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________

Date________________________

Birth date/s_______________________________ Anniversary_______________

Dues are $12.00 per household a year
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association
And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037
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HISTORIC HANDLEY
NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 8037
Fort Worth, TX 76124-8037

Helping the community
through community
involvement

In God
We Trust
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