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HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MINUTES 
JULY 11, 2011 

The Handley Neighborhood Association met on Monday, July 11, 2011 at the Handley United Methodist Church.  
President Joann Ehlers called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.   Prayer was given by JoAnn Wells.  All guests and 
members were welcomed.  There were 29 persons in attendance. 
The minutes were approved and seconded.  There was not a Treasurers report due to little activity to report. 
The following announcements were made: 
On August 18, 2011 at 12:30pm there will be a meeting at the East Regional Library to discuss the future of Fort 
Worth Libraries. 
The Railroad Museum is still waiting on the moving of the caboose; however, the electricity and water have been 
hooked up. 
The Ryanwood Neighborhood Association will meet on July 26 at 6:30pm at the Unitarian Church on Sandy Lane. 
NPO Kim Gardner reported that there were 12 offenses the week of July 2-9 with no apparent trend.  Officer Gard-
ner introduced the new East Division Captain Scott Conn.  Captain Conn spoke of a saturation detail being done 
due to the burglaries in the area. 
Code Compliance Officer Dennis Mitchell announced for anyone having issues to contact him by calling his cell 
phone (817-360-7455) and for anyone interested in being a code ranger to call him. 
Code Enforcement Officer Lynn Whisenant reported that she is back and to call her if there are any issues.  Su-
pervisor Carl Ellis reported that there has been 14 new people hired and are presently in training. 
Betty Coomer reported on code Blue.  There will be a Captains meeting on July 25

th. 
  The CAC meeting will be 

August 1 with Mayor Betsy Price being the speaker.   Eastside Ministries is having their 6
th
 Annual Dinner and 

Gospel Night on July 16
th
 at 5pm at Temple Baptist Church. 

Councilman Frank Moss reported on the street improvements around the new school and the new street lights 
being installed to match those along Lancaster and Handley Drive.  New sidewalks are slow in process but will be 
done by August 2012.  Councilman Moss reported that the library has been under total renovation and has in-
creased the number of computers and lap tops.  It is more than a library with the ability of having classes. 
Yard of the month was presented to new members Rolanda & Bonnie Cain, 7632 Craig Street. 
 The speaker for the evening was introduced, Tammy Ripple of the American Red Cross Chisholm Trail Chapter.  
It was a very informative and interesting program with the emphasis being on Ready When the Time Comes 
(RWTC).  It is an American Red Cross workplace volunteer program that utilizes the human resources of local 
businesses by training employees and mobilizes them as a community-based volunteer force when disaster 
strikes. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55pm. 
 
Respectively submitted by 
 
Shirley Collins-Cornwell 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

August, 2011 

Hope everyone is managing to stay cool in this hot weather. Remember; drink plenty of water if you have to be out-
side. Also, if you have outdoor pets or animals, make sure they have plenty of fresh water and some shade. One year 
I was keeping my son's Lab so I bought a small plastic kiddie pool, filled it with water and he spent most of the time in 
the pool. 
Our July program was presented by Tammy Riddle of the American Red Cross. She listed the services they provided 
and talked about forming a local neighborhood group that responds to local incidents e.i. tornados, fires, floods, etc. 
James Lawrence has volunteered to be captain of the group if we can get at least 10 people who are interested. We 
will discuss this at our August meeting. 
Several meetings are scheduled for August. Friday, August 12th at 10:00 A.M., the ribbon cutting ceremony for the 
Jean McClung Middle School will take place. Come and join in and take a tour of a most impressive and beautiful 
building. and one Handley can be proud to have in our community. At 12:30 P.M. on Thursday, August 18th, at the 
East Regional Library, 6301 Bridge St,. a public meeting will be held on the Library's 2020 Vision Plan.  
If you are a library user, attend and voice you suggestions. Also on Thursday, August 18th at Handley United Method-
ist Church at 6:00 P.M. there will be a public meeting presented by the Planning and Development Dept, City of Ft. 
Worth, on the Historic Handley Streetscape project for the front of the Historic Buildings on E. Lancaster. This project 
includes sidewalk repair, lights, pavers, landscaping etc. This is funded by a Land Use/Transportation joint venture 
and has been in the planning for 3-4 years.  
Try to attend the meetings to keep abreast of events in Handley and the East Side. 
The Handley Neighborhood Assoc., Handley Code Blue and Code Rangers always needs more members. Encour-
age your neighbors and friends to join the programs to support Handley. Meals on Wheels always needs more volun-
teers for a regular route or as a substitute when needed. 
Our next meeting is Monday, August 8th, 6:30 P.M. at the Handley United Methodist Church, 2929 Forest. This 
month's program will be the Better Business Bureau bingo game with prizes. Desserts is the theme of our meal this 
month. Bring your favorite dessert to share with the group.. Social starts at 6:30 P.M. with the business starting at 
7:00 P.M.  
Come and join in the fun, food and fellowship. 
Joann  
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Eastside Antiques 
Open Monday-Tuesday By Chance 
Open Wednesday– Saturday 11-5 

 
 
3132 Handley Dr. 
Fort Worth, Texas 76112           817-492-4200 



VOLUME 10,  ISSUE 8  

Hello- I hope everyone had a fantastic July 

4th.  It’s always fun to get together with 

family and friends to celebrate these special 

occasions throughout the year. 

For those of you who did not attend the 

Eastside Ministries’ 6th annual gospel night, 

you don’t know what you missed.  The food 

was delicious and the entertainment was 

marvelous.  We had singers from king of 

glory Lutheran Church, St. Matthews United Methodist 

Church, Meadowbrook United Methodist Church, Bethel 

Temple, Temple Baptist and had the world famous wills fam-

ily.  Max Brenan was the master of ceremonies.   Doug Rife, 

pastor of Temple Baptist Church can not only preach, but boy 

oh boy, can he ever sing.  He was amazing.  This was Eastside 

Ministries biggest fund raising event of the year.  This is held 

every year and is well worth attending and it’s for a very 

worthwhile cause also.   

I have written in past articles about ―old Bo‖, the battle 

scarred dog with blood shot eyes and his girlfriend ―honey‖, 

who lives over on Bryan St. off Vickery.  Old Bo and honey 

were some pair.  Bo would go inside and sleep in the cool 

during the day, but honey wouldn’t let people come near her.  

She would patiently wait for Bo every evening when he would 

come out when Jane’s secret place would close.  She would 

run up to him greeting him with licks all over the face and off 

they would trot up the hill together.  Not long ago several of 

the police women caught honey and took her for her shots and 

had her fixed so she wouldn’t have any more puppies.  She 

had beautiful puppies.  I just recently found out that in May 

someone said honey bit someone who was riding a bicycle 

down the street.  It was thought they might have been kicking 

at her is why she bit them.  Anyway, the pound picked her up 

and although she had had her shots and was well cared for by 

the businesses in the area, she was put down.  The police 

friends went to bat for her, but she was put down anyway.  

Now ―old Bo‖, when he goes out in the evenings, he stands 

looking for her as if to say, ―where are you honey—what do i 

do now?  He seems so lost—honey looked out after him.  It’s 

so sad—he just doesn’t understand where she went.  

Bobby & Helen Young of the Handley alumni association just 

celebrated their 63rd wedding anniversary. They were married 

July 10, 1948.  Congratulations to them both and may you 

celebrate many, many more anniversaries in the years to 

come. 

I just recently ate again at ―the crochet café ―at 6523 e. Lan-

caster suite c—next door to Jackson’s place.  Kandy 

Crenshaw is the owner.  She has delicious sandwiches –ham 

& or turkey.  You can order to take out or eat there.  You get 

turkey or ham sandwiches w/ chips & drink all for $5.40 in-

cluding tax.  She has served soups and i understand her 

chicken spaghetti is delicious and it is served with a salad for 

$5.99.  Lemonade, ice tea & bottled water $1.25 reg. coffee is 

$1.25. Go by and welcome Kandy into our community. She is 

just getting started in her business and she needs our support.  

The food is delicious.  You can call her for your order at 817-

394-1127. 

Our next code blue meeting is July 17th.  We will meet at the 

antique mall café for our meeting and i hope to have someone 

from Shannon Rose Hill Funeral Chapel and Cemetery give a 

short talk about pre need funeral arrangements.  Her name is 

Deborah Coffman.  A lot of people don’t like to discuss things 

like this, but it is something we all are facing in our lives 

sometime down the road.  Things and prices are changing all 

the time.  I have my pre need already & things have changed 

drastically since i got mine & cecils.  You used to could not 

freeze the opening and closing of the graves.  You can now 

and in the very near future the price is going up drastically.  In 

the past, if you or your spouse died before the space & etc. 

Was paid for, you had to completely pay it off.  Now you have 

10 years to pay it out & if one dies before it’s paid for, it is 

completely paid for.  If you wait until the occasion comes up, 

you let your feelings get ahead of you and you have a ten-

dency of getting more than you can afford and it costs much 

more also if you wait until you need it.  She should give an 

interesting talk and will have a question and answering time at 

the end. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Page 5 

TREASURER’S ISLAND 

August, 2011 
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I have sent out numerous e-mails asking for people to call 911 

is they see anything suspicious going on in the area.  Most of 

our burglaries are taking place in the daytime. Doors are being 

kicked in.  Don’t open your door to people you don’t know and 

keep your doors locked at all times.  You need to keep your car 

locked and valuables out of sight.   Some of us are careless and 

will leave change in full view in our car—thieves break win-

dows out to get to this money—don’t be a victim by being 

careless. 

Please remember our sick & bereaved members in your 

thoughts and prayers.  Doris Thomas is still in rehab out off 

Hulen at Stonegate. She is doing some better, but can’t seem to 

regain her strength.   Bonnie Opitz is still having problems 

with her knee and is taking therapy.  Mary Ann Harris fell & 

broke her foot and is out Bryant Irving way.  I’m sure they 

would appreciate cards, visits or a call. 

July 25th is our Captain’s meeting.  August 1st is CAC & our 

new mayor will be the guest speaker.  August 8th is Handley 

neighborhood assoc. Meeting. .  August 12, Friday, is the rib-

bon cutting ceremony at the Jean Mcclung Middle School at 

10:00 a.m.    

I have placed a box with food in it at our store front on forest 

for eastside ministries. Esm needs canned green vegetables or 

anything you might could spare out of your pantries.  They can 

always use food and clothes.  I will see that they get the food 

delivered to them. 

The sprinkler system has just been installed at the gazebo on 

Handley Dr., but not in time to save our pine tree we decorated 

for Christmas last year—it’s dead. 

Bob Taylor is plugging along trying to get the museum up & 

running.  He has done so much for hhdc.   He is an asset to the 

community. The sprinkler system has just recently been in-

stalled at the caboose also.  Hopefully our trees in that area will 

survive this heat.      Doris Harrison is getting ready for an es-

tate sale at her home on Jewell. 

The serendipity equine haven is located at 2416 canton drive, 

Ft. Worth, Texas.  An equine facilitated learning center where 

children and adults learn about themselves, other people and 

interacting with the world. The S.E. haven is volunteers, young 

& old alike, people helping people.  All horses are either res-

cued or donated. The horses and volunteers help students de-

velop and increase self awareness and leadership skills as well 

(Continued from page 5) as teaching them responsibility for themselves and others 

around them.  This experience can be applied to enrich the 

relationships in their lives and to be contributing members in 

their families, church, school and community. The mission of 

S.E. haven is a faith based 501(c)3 organizati0n dedicated to 

improving the lives of children and adults through equine as-

sisted activities.  Equine assisted activities have been shown to 

improve muscle tone, balance, posture, coordination, motor 

development, confidence and emotional well-being. Volunteers 

are needed to exercise horses, maintain the barn, lead and side-

walk riders, raise money, purchase hay, tack, gear and adaptive 

equipment.  You can make a tax deductible donation. Phone 

numbers are: barn: 817-457-8680, cell: 817-680-5474; fax: 817

-446-5509; contact@serendipityequinehaven.org; debbieytru-

man@aol.com; www.serendipityhaven.org            I lived on 

Canton Drive all my  life.  This is a fantastic place at the end of 

Canton Dr., right off Meadowbrook drive.  It’s in a very quiet 

serene location in among trees. 

Take care, be careful and keep out of the heat.  Until next time, 

Betty Coomer 

 

(Continued on page 7) 

August, 2011 

mailto:debbieytruman@aol.com
mailto:debbieytruman@aol.com
http://www.Serendipityhaven.org
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Handley Happenings 
Advertising Rates 

business card ad: $25 per month 
1/4 page ad: $40 per month 
1/2 page ad: $70 per month 

6 month  business card  ad:  $120 
We reserve the right to refuse ads. Acceptance of an ad  

is not an endorsement of products or services. 
Ads must be received by the 15th of the month in order 

to reserve a space. To place an ad call, 
Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059 

 

 

 

THE KOLACHE SHOPPE 

6724 Brentwood Stair Road 

(East of 820) 

Fort Worth, Texas 76112 

817-457-0071 

Business Delivery Available 

BREAKFAST 

Wide Assortment Fruit Kolaches, Sausage & Cheese 

Rolls, Muffins, Cinnamon Rolls, Apple Fritters, 

Croissants & Cookies. 

NOW SERVING SANDWICHES 

SANDWICHES 

All Sandwiches $4.50 each. Sliced Fresh Daily & 

Served with Lettuce, Tomatoes & Onions. Choice of 

Cheese. Wide Variety of Sandwiches: 

Turkey, Ham, Turkey & Ham, Club, Roast Beef, 

Tuna Salad, Chicken Salad & Egg Salad. Chips 

$1.00 Drinks $1.00 

Free Dessert with Sandwich, Chip & Drink Order 

with this Coupon Ad 

NEW HOURS 

CLOSED: MONDAY 

OPEN 

Tues.-Sat. 6:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Sunday 7:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 
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Continued from the July, 2011 Newsletter from a pamphlet put out by the Fort Worth National Bank, years ago.  I hope you enjoy reading about the early history of Fort Worth.  Betty Allene “Drinkard” Coomer. 

 
The barnstorming pilots of the post-war days kept Ft. Worth air minded for several years.  They parked their dilapi-
dated planes in the muddy fields around the city. Soon Capt. Bill Irwin, famous war ace, built Aviation Gardens on 
Lake Worth Road.  It consisted of a dance pavilion and lunch room. 
Barron  Field at Everman was used as the first city base, but it became unserviceable and the position passed on 
to Aviation Gardens.  The city was left without a field when the hangars burned there. 
Soon the business men of the city saw the opportunity possible with the building of an airport. A site was selected 
and construction started.  The first work done was paid for by Mayor H.C. Meacham.  Fort Worth established the 
base formally as its airport April 1, 1926, and named for the air minded mayor. 
The Concho Wagon Yard in the 400 block of East Belknap closed in September 1928, ending a once flourishing  
industry.  In the old days it sold as much as $500 worth of hay and feed weekly, and a  40 foot well on the prop-
erty provided water for thousands of horses each year. 
In 1929 Congress authorized the construction of two narcotic farms, one in Lexington Kentucky, and the other in 
Fort Worth.  The final purchases of land were not completed until 1933.  The farm was to be located six miles 
southeast of the city limits and would cover 1,402 acres.  It was not until Feb., 13, 1937, that the corner stone was 
laid and the farm titled U.S. Public Service Hospital. 
Several breweries awaited the election of August 26, 1933, that would determine the legislation of 3.2 beer in 
Texas.  It passed and the city was very busy in the following months issuing distributors’ permits. 
By October 1933, Arlington Downs was at a peak for entertainment.  A 21 day racing tournament was scheduled.  
It was the first meet held in the state since pari-mutuel betting was legalized.  The stables were filled with some of 
the best Thoroughbreds in the nation. 
The Federal Post-office was occupied for the first time and work was nearing completion on the new Federal 
Courts Building.  It was completed the next year. 
In July 1936, the Fort Worth Frontier Centennial was staged with some of the most famous stars, starlets and 
songs in show business.  Billy Rose, producer of the show, Paul Whiteman, Eddie Foy, Jr., and other big names 
were brought in to take part in the world-famous Casa Manana show.  The huge amphitheater with its revolving 
stage surrounded with hundreds of tables, Pioneer Palace and various other shows pulled in as many as 4,000 
people in one night.  The show was such a success with people from throughout the United States that it was held 
again each of the next three summers. 
Colonial Country Club, founded by Marvin Leonard, opened its golf course in 1936.  The course soon was to be 
the scene of the early Colonial National Invitational Golf Tournament that would draw the nation’s top golfing pro-
fessionals. 
The Trinity Canal was a very real dream of the Fort Worth citizenry in 1937 and would be for years to come.  The 
main planning was placed in the hands of the organized Trinity River Canal Association. 
In the late 1930’s, Fort Worth was growing .  Mrs. Baird’s, which had been in business for several years, con-
structed the largest bakery in the South at its present location of West Vickery and Summit. 
The pride of the city was split four ways with the completion of a new City Hall, Public Library, City County Hospi-

(Continued on page 9) 
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tal and the Will Rogers Memorial Tower and Auditorium. 
March 4, 1941, the city voted “GO” on the construction of an air-craft factory on the Northwest corner of the city.  
This vote was to give Cowtown an economic boost for years to come.  The plant was named Consolidated Vultee 
Aircraft (Convair). 
During World War II, Fort Worth’s Servicemen” Center was the city’s largest public enterprise since Casa Manana.  
It was located at 4

th
 and Houston Sts., and was a block-long, five-story building that included everything from a 

telephone center to a theater stage. 
In 1943, Fort Worth contained 47 parks, 51 grade schools, 18 (secondary) schools and one vocational school. 
 

Continued in the September 2011 Newsletter 

(Continued from page 8) 

 

Handley Festival Meeting Dates: 
 
 

August 18 - Open Festival Meeting -  
All Welcome  

 

September 15 - Festival Committee Only  
 

September 23 - Volunteer Training  
 

October 6 - Open Festival Meeting -  
All Welcome  

 

October 7 - Festival Work Day  
 

November 17 - RECAP  
(Festival Committee Only)  



Page  10 HANDLEY HAPPENINGS 

Help YOUR newsletter grow   
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area 
(they will be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next 
newsletter.  

Send in your favorite stories and pictures to: 
Handley Happenings 

P. O. Box 8037 
Fort Worth, Texas 76124 

Or e-mail them to: 
lloyd@historichandley.org 

August, 2011 
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Membership Enrollment Form 

        Have a voice in your community.  
      Help shape and improve your 

Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the 
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference. 

  

  

Name __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

        Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
 

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________ 
 
 

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________ 
 
 

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________ 
 
 

Date________________________ 
 
 

Birth date/s_______________________________  Anniversary_______________ 
 
 

Dues are $12.00 per household a year 
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association 

And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037 
 

 

August, 2011 



HISTORIC HANDLEY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

 ASSOCIATION 
P.O.  Box  8037 

Fort Worth, TX  76124-8037 

Helping the community 
through community 

involvement 

In God  
We Trust 

August, 2011 

     


