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MINUTES OF THE HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MEETING
MARCH 11, 2013
The Handley Neighborhood Association held it's regular monthly meeting at the Handley United Methodist Church on
Monday, March 11, 2013. President Judy Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:59pm. The invocation was done by
JoAnn Wells. The 37 members and guests in attendance were welcomed by Judy Taylor. New members introduced
themselves: Lee & Linda Brookshire and Sharon & Gayle Mullinax.
The minutes of the February meeting were approved. The Treasurer's Report was approved.
ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE DURING THE MEETING:
--SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR EAST HANDLEY ELEMENTARY: There will be a collection box for donated supplies at
every HNA meeting. All supplies collected will be taken to the school before classes start in the fall. Supplies needed
are glue sticks, MAP pencils, pocket folders, composition notebooks, #2 pencils, water-based markers, and notebook
paper.
--NEXT MONTH A SPECIAL HNA MEETING: The April HNA meeting will be a forum for District 5 City Council candidates.
-- CODE BLUE PATROLLER OF THE YEAR, EAST DIVISION: Betty Coomer was elected the Code Blue Patroller of
the Year for East Division.
--RESIGNATION OF TREASURER: Betty Coomer announced her resignation of her office as HNA treasurer, her HNA
newsletter duties, and all other HNA duties effective as of today's meeting.
--COW TOWN CLEAN UP: The Cow Town Clean Up is April 6th. Members can sign up on computer. Joann Ehler is
organizing HNA's participation.
--HNA WEBPAGE: We are developing an HNA webpage. The webpage address is handleyneighborhoodassociation2013.hoa-express.com.
--YARD OF THE MONTH: Bill Stevens announced 6825 Van Natta Lane as Yard of the Month. A photo is posted on
the HNA webpage.
--John Paul Puryear, founder and chair of the Eastern Hills Alumni Association, announced they have volunteers from
the high school who will join us in Handley for Cow Town Clean Up on April 6th.
REPORTS GIVEN DURING THE MEETING:
--Lt J.C. Weenig of the Fort Worth Police Department East Division was present and addressed the meeting. He asked
us to pay special attention to teenagers out late at night.
--Officer LonNita Wiggins gave the Crime Trend Report on behalf of NPO Kim Gardner who was not able to be present.
She stated that lights on at night in the hallway or den area of a home that usually does not have such lights on can be a
sign that a burglary is in progress.
--Betty Coomer gave the Code Blue report.
--Joann Ehler gave the Code Compliance report.
PROGRAM: Fort Worth Mayor Betsy Price gave an overview of the State of the City.
(Continued on page 9)
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Now that we have Sprung Forward and spring is nipping at our heels it is time to think of the wonderful area we live in
and enjoy every day. As a historic area that is still growing and progressively changing every day we need to be
thankful for the fact that we are one of the safest parts of Fort Worth and have some of the very best access to roads
leading to the North, East, South and West, though some may be a mess from time to time. In her speech at the HNA
meeting on March 11, 2013 Mayor Price told us of good things happening all around us in the schools and transportation and challenged us to be part of making a difference where we live. The subject of the Cowtown Clean Up on April
6, 2013 was discussed with an invitation to join with friends to pick up trash and help with the beautification of Handley and the whole city, please consider making a difference, register at http://fortworthtexas.gov/CowtownCleanup,
the group will be Handley NA-HOA, leader Jo Ann Ehlers. John Paul was present to tell of the formation of the Eastern Hills High School Alumni Association, all you exes will want to check for more information so you will not miss a
minute of the fun. STOP LOOK LISTEN now is the time to mark your calendar and set a reminder on the computer so
you will not miss the April 8, 2013 HNA meeting, HNA will be hosting a District 5 Forum for council candidates,
Frank Moss, Gina Bivins and John Tunmire. This is the place to get all the information you need to be an informed
voter, you will be able to have all your questions answered to the best of their ability. It is my sad duty to tell you that
the association is in need of a Treasurer since Betty Coomer read her resignation letter at the March meeting. Betty
has served as Treasurer for 7 years and worked tirelessly to see to it that everyone knew of things happening in
Handley. Thought she will not be serving as an officer she says she will be around, when you see her be sure to
thank her for her service and you may also want to mention that you heard she is the East Fort Worth Code Blue Person of the year. If you would like to serve in the position of Treasurer or know someone that would, please contact the
officers at HNAofficers@yahoo.com or see President Judy Taylor, Vice-President Shelley Ruiz, Secretary Kimela
Ledbetter, or Member-at-Large Shirley Cornwell. Until we meet April 8, 2013, at Handley United Methodist Church
2929 Forest Ave., don't forget that's 6:30 p.m. get out and enjoy the nice weather and celebrate the Risen Lord on
Easter March 30.
Hope to see you soon;
Judy Taylor
HNA President

HNA is collecting supplies to be given to East Handley Elementary School teachers to help them with things needed
to help students. These supplies will be collected at each meeting till August when school starts. Please keep the list
handy so you can pick up something each time you are out shopping.
Glue Sticks # 2 Pencils
Map Pencils Water-based Markers
Pocket Folders Notebook Paper
Composition Notebook
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BETTY’S ISLAND
Hi- I hope everyone is well and
happy and ready for spring to arrive.
I know I am. If you noticed in our
March newsletter we got all of our
February and March's Birthdays entered. If your name was not on the
list, more than likely when you filled
out your membership form, you didn't give us that information. If you would like your
birthdays and anniversaries in our newsletter,
please send them into any of the officers of HNA.
Have you noticed the Texas flag that has been
painted on the side of M & M Resale Shop? It's
really great. The painting was done by our school
children and their art teacher. The children are
wanting another project to do in our area. One is to
restore the outside of Smitty's Little Church, which
sits in the yard next door to the Handley Antique
Mall. Another project, I believe, is to paint another
Muriel on the Handley Antique Mall.
Plans are well under way for the upcoming street
festival to take place here in our Historic Handley
area in October. There is talk of building a permanent stage on the back parking lot on Halbert St.
instead of having the stage on Handley Dr. This
would save HHDC a lot of money every year. The
stage could be used all during the year for entertainment from bands, music, picture shows and etc.
These would be money making endeavors to help
build up the funds for the festival every year.
We need more members for our Historic Handley
Development Association. We meet once a month

on the 2nd Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. at the Cultural
Center (old Odd Fellows Building) across the street
from the Fire Department. A lot of decisions are
made at this meeting for activities going on in the
area. We need your input
We had a fantastic Code Blue Appreciation Luncheon at Will Rogers Coliseum Memorial Center in
March. It used to be called Code Blue Seminar. We
had good entertainment, good food, marvelous
ticket drawings for fantastic gifts. A speaker talking
on Identity Thefts. He really gave a lot of good information out. When you order checks for your accounts, do not have them sent to your home mailbox. Have them sent to your bank where you can
go in and pick them up. Lots of checks are stolen
out of mail boxes at your home. Do not put mail,
especially mail with checks inside on your mailbox,
unless it’s just a few minutes before the postman is
to arrive and also do not put your mail in the boxes
on the street until just before the mail is picked up.
People have been known to use sticks and gadgets
to reach down inside the boxes and fish the mail
out. This is how a lot of identity thefts occur. Once
someone gets your information and uses the information, it’s very hard to straighten identity theft out
and it takes a long long time--you have to convince
people that it was not you, who wrote the check or
made the bill. Sometimes it’s never fully settled and
your credit and etc. are ruined for years to come
until the mess is finally straightened out. Sooo, be
careful. Do not put your Social Security number on
your checks. The IRS requires you to put your SS #
on your payment checks, but it's not safe to do so.
(Continued on page 5)
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3132 Handley Dr.
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I feel very blessed to have received the COP Patroller of the Year award for the whole Eastside areas for 2012. I was in a state of shock and disbelief. It is a great honor, which I will cherish for years
to come. Another highlight of the day was that one
of my Code Blue Members, Ernie Lefebre, won a
deluxe wagon (great for doing yard work with) in
the ticket drawing and he gave it to me.
Thank you Ernie for a lovely useful gift, which I will
use this spring & summer working in my yard; I
really appreciate it.
The Cowtown Clean-Up is Saturday, April 6th from
8:00 am till 11:00 am. To register as a member of
Handley Neighborhood Association go to:
www.FortWorthTexas.gov/KFWB. Information as to
where you meet--you need to contact Judy Taylor
our new Pres. of HNA at HNAofficers@yahoo.com.
The Handley High School Alumni Luncheon is April
13, 2013 at Smokeys on E. Lancaster--10:00am till
2:00pm.
Don't forget the beautiful quilt hanging in the front
part of the Handley Antique Mall--we are still selling
tickets @ $2.00 ea. or 3 for $5.00. The funds will go
toward a new fence at the Gazebo. This quilt was
donated by Jody Hughes. Thanks to Jody and Dr.
Reeves for getting our donations started. I will soon
put out cans in our businesses , like we did for the
clock, to collect change to go towards the fence.
We sure could use some help in donations to help
pay for the fence. If you write a check, please be
sure to put in bottom left hand corner "FENCE DONATION" and make the check out to FOOTH-"FRIENDS OF OLD TOWNE HANDLEY." The
checks can be mailed to Betty Coomer 3108 Handley Drive, Ft. Worth, TX 76112-7013. We need your
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support--every bit helps. Remember, due to your
donations, we were able to get the clock and 2
benches for our Historic Handley area. That is what
FOOTH is about. We want to get things for our
community and when needs arise, help someone in
need. By the way-with daylight savings time in affect now--our clock has the right time on it- at least
for the next 6 months. Now, if we have someone
who is not afraid to climb ladders, we need someone to trim the tree branches on the tree right there
by the clock, so the clock can been seen better.
Check with Ray or Brad at the Antique Mall if you
are willing to do this. You might even volunteer to
change the clock time every 6 months.
The Lions Club Chili Supper & Auction was a huge
success on March 15th. It's always fun to attend
every year.
MOW "Meals on Wheels" is in dire need of volunteers to deliver food to our sick shut-ins. If you have
some spare time even once a month or week it
would be greatly appreciated. I deliver food every
Tuesday & Friday. It's very rewarding. The people
are very appreciative.
Eastside Ministries is also in need of food and
clothes. ESM is right here in our own community-one that we can help.
Please remember our sick and bereaved members
in your thoughts and prayers. My sister, Bonnie
Opitz, came through her back surgery ok. Thanks
for all your prayers.
It was with much sadness and lots of prayers &
tears, that Monday night at our HNA meeting that I
handed in my resignation from being Treasurer of
HNA for the last 7-8 years, due to personal reasons
(Continued on page 6)
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and health reasons, to become effective immediately. Lloyd Jones has asked me to continue my
articles in the newsletter every month. I have told
him I would do that for him--write my articles-nothing else. I feel like I am fulfilling a dream of my
Moms . She tried for years to have Readers Digest
publish some of her short stories she had dreams
about, but they never did.
Take care until next time--Betty Allene "Drinkard"
Coomer
__________________________

FORT WORTH
HANDLEY
CONT. from March N/L:
By 1904, the Interurban seemed fully established-- a cinder less, smokeless, wonder. The line operated from Dallas to Fort Worth and south to Cleburne. The main plant
to supply power was located here on what was then Lake
Erie, and a substation was in Joshua. The Texas Electric
Power Plant now covers this area and the cooling pond is
the original Lake Erie. Stories abound of the picnic
grounds, and a resort like area built around the lake,
swings, a Merry go Round, hot air balloon ascent ions, a
skating rink, canoeing and this interesting bit--a kind of
pulley that pulled your canoe atop Turkey Knob. Perhaps
your descant was a somewhat like our popular Log Ride
at Six Flags. A pavilion was built on piers to extend out
over the lake. It was two stories high, requiring three
flights of stairs. There was a stage 20 x 100 feet and a
dance floor said to have attracted the best of music participants. No roughhousing was allowed. One gentleman
told of learning to swim, going from pier to pier. He too
told us of the tie yard located across the road from the
park. It was his delight at about age 6 to chase rabbits in
and, by closing up one end as the animal would scurry
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into the first possible opening, he was able to trap them.
The pavilion burned.
The Interurban operated from 1901 until 1934. Speeds of
80 miles per hour were achieved at Chalk Hill. The cars
were very plush and even had swivel seats. One of the
most luxurious of the cars was known as the Crimson
Limited. Stops from Fort Worth to Dallas were Cleburne
Junction (located at Riverside and East Lancaster), Sycamore Heights, Sycamore Creek, College Hill (TWC),
Tandy Lake, Oakland, Sagamore Hill, Stop Six, Haynes,
Duringer, Point Breeze (now Tierney Rd.), Canton, Handley, East Handley, Oakridge (the farms that included the
now Rose Hill Cemetery), Bethel, Waples, Cloverdale,
Siding Eleven, Fruitvale, Bower, and Keystone which was
the infamous death crossing. Six people were killed in a
covered wagon accident here in 1913. The next stop was
Summitt and then Arlington. One wonders just how long
the trip took if all stops were made.
By this time Handley was growing. Many railroad employees took advantage of low rents, the fact that you could
have a cow, garden, and the respectable reputation of
the community. Front Street (now East Lancaster)
boasted a few crude buildings. Truly Handley was moving
from across the T&P tracks and perhaps more in an Eastward direction.
Now that we have Handley established, let us go back to
1876, the year of the coming of the railroad. About this
time we find a church being built known as the Union
Church, used by the Methodists two Sundays a month,
the Baptists one and the Presbyterian the other. One
wonders if on the fifth Sunday perhaps there was not an
all day singing and dinner on the grounds.
The Tidball family donated land for a cemetery, a Public
Burial Ground, called the Old Handley Cemetery. This is
the small one you see by the Power Plant. Much of the
time this is an eyesore. One man said he moved to Fort
Worth in 1899 and it had always been overgrown with
weeds as long as he could remember. Periodically some
civic minded group will go in and clean it up as a Scout
(Continued on page 7)
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Troop did last year., but this is a much needed project
that needs to be tended to on a regular basis. Ophelia
White, recently retired principal of East Handley , whose
father was the chief engineer of the Power Plant in the
early 1900's tells us that her mother would organize
cemetery workings each spring, furnishing tools and ice
water.
Few know of another cemetery, located a few hundred
yards eastward. This was for the Blacks and they too had
their church known as Ebaenezer Baptist Church . The
burial ground is in sad shape, many stones toppling and
some broken and untended. You can see this cemetery if
you look quickly as you are passing the Wrights green
house coming into Handley from Arlington. It cannot be
seen in summer when leaves and grass are green.

1st Saturday in the month there will be an outside flea
market--many times we will have entertainment and of
course there will always be food to eat. Please come join
us for a fun filled day.
***********************
According to the Star Telegram, there will be extensive
training for Code Blue Patrollers, so they will know what to
watch for and be aware of in keeping our elementary
schools safe. They will be patrolling not only around the
outside of the schools and neighbors, but inside the
schools as well.

The need for schools too came and in 1877 in the summer a small building was built to be ready for fall opening.
It was located on the corner of Daggett (now Forest and
Main (now Hart) south of the T&P tracks. Mr. J.C. Cannifax was in charge. He too served as the Methodist minister receiving 25 cents a Sunday for his services. One
wonders how many students he had and his salary there.
By 1895, the need for a new and larger school led to the
erection of a building at the corner of Forest and Church
Streets. It had two rooms that could be divided or put together by the raising and lowering of a partition. A part of
this building is said still to exist next to the old Masonic
Hall.
The third school building was completed in 1910. It was
opened by Superintendent H.G. Read and Mr. Robert L.
Huff. This building, constructed of red brick and trimmed
with white stone, was located at 3127 Chilton St.. It had a
half basement and two other stories, and the campus
covered about four acres of land. By 1922 extensive remodeling was done.
continued in May Newsletter Betty Coomer
***********************************************
The Handley Antique Mall has started up its lst Saturday
Flea Market--March 2nd was its first one this year. Every
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Handley Happenings
Advertising Rates
business card ad: $25 per month
1/4 page ad: $40 per month
1/2 page ad: $70 per month
6 month business card ad: $120
We reserve the right to refuse
ads. Acceptance of an ad is not
an endorsement of products or
services.
Ads must be received by the 15th
of the month in order to reserve a
space. To place an ad call,
Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059
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HNA is collecting supplies to be
given to East Handley Elementary
School teachers to help them with
things needed to help students.
These supplies will be collected at
each meeting till August when
school starts. Please keep the list
handy so you can pick up something each time you
are out shopping.
Glue Sticks # 2 Pencils
Map Pencils Water-based Markers
Pocket Folders Notebook Paper
Composition Notebook

(Continued from page 2)

The meeting was adjourned at 8:01pm. The next HNA meeting will be
April 8th.
Kimela Ledbetter
Secretary

Help YOUR newsletter grow
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area (they will
be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next newsletter.
Send in your favorite stories and pictures to:
Handley Happenings
P. O. Box 8037
Fort Worth, Texas 76124
Or e-mail them to:
lloyd@historichandley.org

You are invited to a Vendors Market!
Come shop with local crafters and retailers.
Saturday, April 13th
12:00pm - 4:00pm
Handley Heights Place
7101 E. Lancaster Avenue
Fort Worth 76112
Join us for a great time!
Don't miss out on shopping, food and meeting
people in the community.

Your Ad
Could Be Here
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April, 2013

Page 9

Hello Everyone...
Just FYI for those of you interested...
The whole issue of the railroad "quiet zone" has been talked about so much in the past years, especially as the track
got busier -- and in recent years, as the school was planned, built, and opened. We thought, several years ago, that
we had a chance of getting the quiet zone established, but negative media attention put a hamper on that as railroad
engineers and planners had to re-think the whole process. The good news is that the application for the quiet zone
for the intersection of Handley is going forward. This is definitely a huge factor when it comes to development
when Handley is this close to the railroad line.
The improvements that we saw at the crossing located at Handley Drive over the past month included the initial necessary changes to infrastructure to accommodate the quiet zone requirements and process. Over the next few
months, we will be seeing even more work being completed in order to be able to have the quiet zone at this crossing.
Since the initial work being completed, there are now three more "major" tasks to do, which are:
the removal of the abandoned railroad track that is currently there at the intersection;
building a median on both sides of the track (which is now under design);
and the last step will be to file the paperwork with the railroad and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA).
Thankfully, the Transportation and Public Works Department for the City of Fort Worth is spearheading and overseeing the necessary work, and they expect to be finished with it, as well as completed the necessary paperwork for the
railroad, by the end of this year.
If anyone has any questions about the quiet zone process, the person to contact with the City of Fort Worth will be Tai
Nguyen, with the Transportation and Public Works Department, who works with the City of Fort Worth Railroad Safety
Program. His email his Tai.Neguyen@FortWorthTexas.gov.
Again, this is just FYI for those of you who have been campaigning for the quiet zone...let's continue to support it and
help the City any way that we can as we go through the process of establishing the zone for Handley.
Brad Haskovec
General Manager of the Historic Handley Antique Mall
t: 817-451-8663 | m: 682-231-2723

You are invited to a Vendors Market!
Come shop with local crafters and retailers.
Saturday, April 13th
12:00pm - 4:00pm
Handley Heights Place
7101 E. Lancaster Avenue
Fort Worth 76112
Join us for a great time!
Don't miss out on shopping, food and
\meeting people in the community.
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Membership Enrollment Form

Have a voice in your community.
Help shape and improve your
Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference.

Name __________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________

Date________________________

Birth date/s_______________________________ Anniversary_______________

Dues are $12.00 per household a year
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association
And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037
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HISTORIC HANDLEY
NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 8037
Fort Worth, TX 76124-8037

Helping the community
through community
involvement

In God
We Trust
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