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HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MINUTES 
MARCH 14, 2011 

The Handley Neighborhood Association met on Monday, March 14, 2011 at the Handley United Methodist 
Church.  President Joann Ehlers called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  A new member Bill Stewart was intro-
duced.  There were 24 persons in attendance.   
 
The minutes were approved and seconded. 
The Treasurers report was approved and seconded. 
 
President Joann Ehlers announced to meet at the Gazebo at 8:30am, April 2 for the 26

th
 Annual Great American 

Cleanup.  The hours are from 9am to 12 noon.  Lunch will be at Dixie House.  On April 9, there will be a garage 
and craft sale at Handley United Methodist Church.  Joann showed pillowcases she has made to be given to the 
Women’s Haven and encouraged others to make them. 
 
Bob Taylor gave a report on the Railroad Museum.  The caboose will be moved onto the museum property as well 
as a refurbished boxcar that will set adjacent to the caboose.  The railroad car ran between Dallas and Fort Worth.  
In approximately two years, Tower 55 will be moved to the property also.  The ground floor of the Tower has al-
ready been leased to a restaurant.  Eventually hope to build shelters over all the cars but are in the process of 
raising money to build a shelter over the restored car.  Bob reported that 15 trees were provided by a grant and 
planted along E. Lancaster. 
 
NPO Kim Gardner reported that there were 11 offenses during the week of Feb. 26 thru March 4 and 4 offenses 
the week of March5 – 11.  Kim stated the offenses were not bad but will get worse as the weather gets warmer.  
There are new flyers to be given out to everyone on block when and where an offense occurs.  Everyone was in-
vited to attend the grand opening of the Polytechnic Heights Neighborhood Police Center on Thursday, March 24.   
Code compliance/Code Ranger Officer Dennis Mitchell reported that there will be a class for Code Rangers on 
March 26.  Judy Taylor will be working with Dennis on any Code Compliance issues. 
 
Betty Coomer reported on Code Blue.  There will be a training program July 20-23, 2011.  There is a problem in 
the 2800 block of McGee and should call police if anything unusual is noticed.   
 
Alice Boyd, President of Ryanwood Neighborhood Association announced that their meetings are now held bi-
monthly and will meet on March 29 at 6:30 at First Jefferson Unitarian Church.  The program will be Marshall 
Grain & Feed on yard landscaping. 
 
The speaker of the night was Dennis Scott of the Fort Worth Fire Department.   It was very informative and every-
one benefited on learning on how deadly carbon dioxide can be and the dangers of burning candles.  Also learned 
to read the gauges on fire extinguisher, if it is red, it is no good.  Everyone should plan it safe by planning where to 
meet in case of fire. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:00pm. 
 
Respectively submitted by 
Shirley Collins-Cornwell 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

April, 2011 

 
Happy Easter. 
At our march meeting, Dennis Scott, Ft. Worth Fire Dept was our speaker.  He completed his presentation he started 
at our October meeting.  Very timely information and I learned several new things about fire prevention.  Bob Taylor 
gave an update on the progress of the Railroad Museum.  The railroad will be laying tracks for the caboose and for a 
box car they are giving us.  If you have driven by the site, you will have noticed trees are now being planted.  This has 
been along time in coming with many set backs, but it is finally "on track". 
On Saturday, April 16th at 10 A.M. at Smokey's Bar-B-Que, 5300 E. Lancaster, there will be a meeting for Eastside 
Crime Watch.  Crime Watch is a program for neighbors to watch out for their block and notify Police about any crimi-
nal activity they observe.  All those interested in joining or just want more information on the program, you can call 
Norm Bermes at 817-429-3312 or e-mail at efwewa@gmail.com . 
Judy Taylor is now our Code Compliance Chairman.  She will be driving the neighborhood at times looking for prob-
lems.  If you have an issue to report, you can call Judy at 817-451-4125. 
One of our projects for this year is to make or decorate pillowcases to be donated to the Women's Haven.  At the 
March meeting, I showed 3 cases I have made.  It only takes about a yard and 1/2 of material and 30 minutes of your 
time.  I know we have members who sew or embroider that can help with this project.  I don't want to have to make all 
of them.                                                                                      
You have received a post card about our April meeting.  The Speaker, Dave Lieber, Watchdog Columist for the Star 
Telegram is very informative and entertaining.  I have heard him before and you will certainly enjoy the presentation. 
Our April meeting is Monday, the 11th at Handley United Methodist Church, 2929 Forest.  Meal at 6:30 P.M. and busi-
ness starting at 7:00 P.M.  Our meal will be lasagna with garlic bread.  Desserts are always needed.  Thanks to all 
who bring food and who feed the kitty.   
Please join us for the evening. 
Joann 

http://us.mc2.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=efwewa@gmail.com
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Eastside Antiques 
Open Monday-Tuesday By Chance 
Open Wednesday– Saturday 11-5 

 
 
3132 Handley Dr. 
Fort Worth, Texas 76112           817-492-4200 

April, 2011 

Health and Wellness Solutions 
Courtesy of Marti and James Lawrence 

Our first goal should be living in harmony with Nature, for the Laws of Nature are fixed laws.  They will never change, so we 
must adjust our lives in accordance with their demands. - Dr. Forrest C. Shaklee - Reflections on a Philosophy 
For over 50 years, Shaklee has been leading the way in natural health products and sustainable business practices.  We cre-
ated and launched one of the first non-toxic, biodegradable household cleaners in 1960. We became the first Climate Neu-
tral™ certified company in the U.S. Now, more than ever, we think people want a way to live a healthier life and a better life.  
That is why our first goal is to live in harmony with Nature.   
 

Free Education Programs  
From the City of Fort Worth 

To help us live in harmony with Nature  
Neighborhood Education offers educational presentations to neighborhood associations, 
schools and community groups by request. Presentations last about 30 minutes each and are 
offered free of charge. 
 

Caring for Cowtown Air – Do you know where air pollution comes from? Learn about ozone 
formation, effects on your health, simple ways to prevent pollution and what the EPA and City 
of Fort Worth are doing about possible gas well emissions. 
 

Conquer Your Crud! – What are those rectangular holes in the side of the street curb? And 
where do they lead? Get answers to these questions plus learn how to get rid of old paint, mo-
tor oil and other ―crud‖ that lurks in your storage area. 
 

Fair Housing – Don’t get taken when buying a home. Learn to recognize housing discrimina-
tion, avoid predatory lending practices and find help if you need it. You’ll also learn about two 
types of neighborhood associations in Fort Worth and the benefits of each. 
 

Keeping Our Lakes Clean – Fort Worth’s beautiful lakes are an asset to the community, but 
some are polluted. Can you guess the top six sources of water pollution in Fort Worth? Even if 
you don’t live near a lake, you can still help prevent water pollution. 
 

Recycle Right! – This hands-on recycling and garbage presentation helps you know what can 
and cannot be recycled in Fort Worth’s blue cart. See how recycling right can lead to less gar-
bage, save landfill space and possibly save money on your garbage bill. 
 

There will be a survey at our next meeting to see what topics YOU are interested in hearing about at a Handley 

Neighborhood Association meeting.    

. 
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Hello  I hope you will have a wonder-
ful  Easter and get to celebrate with 
family and friends.   
We had twenty-four members attend 
our HNA meeting in March.  Dennis 
Scott from our Fort Worth Fire Depart-
ment was our guest speaker.  You really 
missed a good program, if you did not 

attend. He really gave some good advice on fires in the 
home and what you should do in case of a fire in your 
home.     
The Lions Club will be having their Community Auction 
and Chili Supper on Friday, April 1 from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. at the Lions Club Building on Craig Street. This is 
always a fun affair and is for a very good cause.  You 
also have a chance to win a 40‖ TV at the raffle draw-
ing.  Tickets are $5.00 each or 5 for $20.00. 
If any of you are interested in reading about the History 
of Fort Worth, there is a fantastic assortment of books 
for sale at the Montgomery Street Antique Mall.   
Captain Jones’s meeting will be March 28

th
 at the Nash-

ville Police Sector at 6:00 p.m. The meeting is open to 
all citizens.   The next city-wide date for COPS TRAIN-
ING is set for April 9, at the Police Academy from 8:00 
a.m. till 4:00 p.m.  The GRAND OPENING of the new 
Nashville Police Sector will have had its grand opening 
celebration on March 24 at 10:30, by the time you re-
ceive this newsletter.  Everyone was invited to at-
tend.  EASTSIDE CRIME WATCH—this big organiza-
tional/informational meeting will be at Smokey’s Bar-B-
Que, 5300 East Lancaster Ave, April 16, 10:00 a.m., 
everyone is invited, whether or not you are interested in 
joining or just interested in more information. You can 
call Norm Bermes at 817-419-3312. 
MEALS ON WHEELS is still in need of volunteers.  If 
any of you have even just an hour a week or month they 
can use you to deliver food to the homebound folks.  Let 
me tell you, it’s a very rewarding time spent.  The clients 

are so appreciative of not only the food you take to 
them, but to have someone to chat with for even a few 
minutes.  You may be their only contact with the outside 
world for the day.  Again, Jody & I tried with all our might 
to deliver food to the wrong address.  We had the right 
number, but the wrong street.  Needless to say, we get 
the giggles and trot on to the street we needed to be on 
in the first place.  What would we do, if we couldn’t laugh 
at our blunders once in awhile? 
The Cowtown Clean-Up is scheduled for April 2

nd
.  I 

have signed up to help, but am not sure I will be able to 
participate this year.  I am scheduled to have a second 
surgery on my neck on March 24

th
, but as I tell every-

one—―I’m a tough old bird‖, you can’t keep me down & if 
at all possible I will be out there picking up someone 
else’s garbage along Craig Street. It would be nice if 
more people had more pride in their neighbor-
hoods.  Our group will meet at the ―Gazebo‖ on Handley 
Drive at 8:30 a.m.  The time is from 9:00 a.m. -12:00 
with lunch to follow at Dixie House paid for by Handley 
Neighborhood Assoc. and Handley Code Blue.  Please 
plan to join us in helping make Handley a cleaner place 
to live. 
At our Handley Code Blue meeting on March 21

st
 , we 

had a going away celebration for our retiring police com-
munications member, Judy Goins, who faithfully at-
tended our meetings last year and this year bringing us 
all sorts of goodies to treasure.  It was also a "Belated 
Birthday‖ celebration for our NPO, Kim Gardner, and last 
but not least, one of our CB members, Jim Arnold, is 
moving out of state and this was also a going away cele-
bration for Jim as well.  Jim received Cop of the Year 
award several years ago at our Code Blue Seminar.  He 
will be greatly missed.  Good luck to you Jim.  
The police saturation patrols on Thursdays are still in 
effect.  If you are interested in participating in these satu-
ration details, you need to be at the east sector by 9:15 
a.m. on Thursday morning. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Page 5 

TREASURER’S ISLAND 

April, 2011 
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Eastside Ministries, what can I say—we are always in 
need of money, clothes and food. It’s a good way to keep 
our funds for donations in our own areas.  Remember, 
you can donate in honor of someone or in remembrance 
of someone and your money goes for the needy in our 
area. 
Well I took Toby, my little dog from hell and back for her 
yearly vet. check up and to have the chip put in her 
neck.  I’m a telling you, I’ve never seen a dog react the 
way she did. How she knew the shots on the table were 
for her, I’ll never know.  Thank heavens Joe Laird went 
with me to take her.  She went crazy.  I couldn’t handle 
her & finally had to back up and set down and let Joe 
man handle her.  She fought high man out—then when 
the vet, Dr. Fuchshuber, came in the room and sweet 
talked to her, she put her head down and went to him—
glaring back at Cathy, the assistant, all the while.  She 
was very traumatized, but we all were time it was 
over.  She was snapping at all of us and I got a scratch 
behind my ear from her claw.  That was some experi-
ence.  You can sure tell Dr. Fuchshuber loves ani-
mals.  He has a way with them that just makes them 
wilt.  Makes me wonder if saving the $36.00 a year for 
city tags was worth what we all went through.  She’s my 
little special needs dog—she needs lots of loving.  I 
grieve at times thinking what would become of my 3 ba-
bies (dogs) , if something happened to me. 
Did you know that you can recycle empty aerosol 
cans?  We can put them in the recycle bins rather than 
the garbage bins. 
Handley United Methodist Church is having a craft as 
well as a Garage Sale on April 9

th
.   Handley Alumni 

luncheon is on April 16
th
. at the Lions Club on Craig 

St.  At the next CAC meeting April 4
th
, Chief Halstead will 

be in attendance.   We have a new business opened up 
across the street from M&M Resale Shop on Handley Dr. 
They have some antiques as well as new items for 
sale.  Linda & Paul Kerpole are the proud owners.  They 
have landscaped the yard beautifully.  Go by and pay 
Linda a visit as well as our other businesses in the 
area.     Have you noticed all the trees being planted out 
by the caboose?  Slowly, but surely, things are beginning 
to happen in Handley. 

(Continued from page 5) Please remember our sick and bereaved members in 
your thoughts and prayers.  Betty A. Coomer 

——————————————————- 

Carol Routt Austin’s nice article about growing up in 
Handley triggered-off my memories of growing up there 
during the same years that she did.  Carol, one of Hand-
ley’s finest, was one year younger than I, and both of us 
went entirely through grade school and high school in 
Handley during the late Depression years and World War 
II. 
Handley was a simple town where folks did not have a 
lot, need a lot, nor want a lot.  They were just good, solid 
down to earth folks who were all struggling to endure the 
problems associated with the Depression and the War.  
Patriotism and love of country were demonstrated at 
home, school and church like I have never seen since, 
most likely because at that time we were all aware that 
our freedom was being threatened. 
At first folks did not feel the threat of the war so much 
because it was being fought in a distant part of the world, 
but when Handley began having air-raid black-out prac-
tices-as did the rest of the country, then war became 
more of a reality to us in Handley.  Further, when word 
reached our town that sons of the Lumpkins, Reynolds 
and Jacks families (all who had grown up in Handley and 
attended the same church that my family attended) had 
been killed in action, the horrors of war became more 
personal to us all. 
Mrs. Clair Jacks was a teacher at the Handley Elemen-
tary School.  Her only child, Jimmy, was serving in the 
war zone.  One day, I walked into school and saw the 
other teachers all together speaking quietly in the hallway 
with tears in their eyes.  Later, the students were sadly 
told that Jimmy had been killed in action.  Because Mrs. 
Jacks was known throughout the town and had taught 
most of the children, the entire Handley community suf-
fered a great personal loss. 
War rationing made families tighten their belts and limit 
their use of certain items that had ―gone to war.‖  I spe-
cifically recall that ration stamps were issued to limit the 
usage of items such as sugar, coffee, gasoline and tires.  

(Continued on page 7) 

April, 2011 
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Handley Happenings 
Advertising Rates 

business card ad: $25 per month 
1/4 page ad: $40 per month 
1/2 page ad: $70 per month 

6 month  business card  ad:  $120 
We reserve the right to refuse ads. Acceptance of an ad  

is not an endorsement of products or services. 
Ads must be received by the 15th of the month in order 

to reserve a space. To place an ad call, 
Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059 

The family of my wife, Glenda Pawley, also a Handley 
student from first grade through the twelfth, lost all four 
wheels of their car to thieves who obviously wanted the 
rationed tires.   A crime referred to as ―the black market‖ 
was spawned from rationing. 
To prevent a food shortage resulting from the war, the 
government encouraged the planting of family ―victory 
gardens,‖ which was nothing new to our family, since 
gardening and canning had helped us get through the 
depression. 
One bright spot in the war for me, as a ten year old, was 
a traveling war savings bond and stamp promotion event 
that stopped briefly in Handley.  A long flat-bed truck was 
placed sideways across Handley drive at east Lancaster 
and used for a stage.  The truck was elaborately deco-
rated in red, white and blue banners, which added to the 
excitement.  Stairs were rolled up to the truck.  After  a 
large crowd had gathered, sirens began to scream down 
the highway and a busload of movie stars including Ho-
palong Cassidy stopped at the improvised ‖stage.‖  I was 
standing up front at the ―stage,‖ when ―Hoppy‖ squatted 
down and shook my hand.  I felt like a ―celebrity‖, myself.  
(I was reluctant to ever wash my hand again.) 
I have many precious memories of my childhood in 
Handley.  When I got drafted in 1952, I declared that if I 
ever got home, I would never leave Handley again.  But 
twenty years later, we moved to a little farm in Aledo, 
where we still live. 
Thanks to Carol for stirring up these memories of Hand-
ley of long ago. Doyle Marshall 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Continued from the  March 2011 Newsletter 
 from a pamphlet put out by the Fort Worth National Bank years ago.   
I do hope you enjoy reading about the history of Fort Worth.  Betty Allene Coomer 

 

 The city went its merry way until Fort Worth’s representative to the State Legislature, Wallace Malone, intro-
duced a bill empowering a city of 100,000 to annex a neighboring city of less than 2,000. It passed and Niles City 
worked madly to enlarge its population. Almost overnight the city grew to 2,600 by drawing in more territory. 
Fort Worth paid no attention to this, and annexed the city July 22, 1922.  
 
Niles City fought back through the courts, but it was all to no avail. August 1, 1923, the little city worth 
$30,000,000 gave in to its rival and became a part of Fort Worth.  
 
“Ye Town Hall of Niles,” as it was named, became a residence and then later a syrup factory, WPA cannery and a 
World War II housing project. It was located at 2354 Decatur.  
 
The first Tarrant County Courthouse built in Fort Worth was destroyed by fire in 1876 and a new one was con-
structed that year. That one was torn down in 1894 and replaced by the present courthouse. Completed in 1895, 
it was the architectural pride of the city and county. Its four stories and basement built in the form of a cross of 
brown granite at a cost of more than $400,000 was outstanding. Most citizens declared it was too large and 
costly. The majority of the commissioner’s court was defeated at the next election, voicing the people’s disap-
proval.  
 
The Public Library opened in 1901 and two years later Continental Bank was established with J.G. Wilkinson as 
president. It was to be one of the first banks to lend money on oil speculations, production and development.  
 
With this growth into a city the Waggoners, Burnetts, Connells, Harrolds, Reynolds and Winfield Scotts built 
large homes and made their headquarters here.  
 
Fort Worth had begun the 20th Century with four men who concentrated their forces to shape the future of the 
city into the best in the Southwest.  
 
These were the men of the press: Clarence Ousley, editor of the Record; Louis J. Wortham and Amon G. Carter, 

(Continued on page 9) 
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editor and advertising manager of the Star, and C.D. Reimers, editor of the Telegram.  
 
At the time the Dallas News had the only national news right from Associated Press and the people here could 
not get the national news through their own newspapers. Ousley began the fight to break the monopolistic con-
trol of a single news service and won, thereby helping all cities throughout the United States.  
 
In 1906 Fort Worth adopted the commission form of government. It constituted the needed reform of the short 
ballot. The members of the commission included a mayor and four commissioners that were elected at large.  
 
A period of development began. Streets were paved and lighted, water and sewage facilities were extended and 
public schools were put under control of an independent school district so that bonds could be issued for 
needed development.  
 
In 1906 there was a Fort Worth University located where Technical High School is today on W. Cannon It was 
owned by the Methodist Episcopal Church Northern and had a medical school rated as Texas’ finest. The medical 
college was taken over by TCU in 1912 when the Clarks returned to Fort Worth. TCU’s classes had been held until 
that time in a rented apartment house at Weatherford and Commerce St.  
 

Continued in the May 2011 Newsletter  

(Continued from page 8) 
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Help YOUR newsletter grow   
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area 
(they will be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next 
newsletter.  

Send in your favorite stories and pictures to: 
Handley Happenings 

P. O. Box 8037 
Fort Worth, Texas 76124 

Or e-mail them to: 
lloyd@historichandley.org 

April, 2011 

 

Attention Doll Collectors: 

Beautiful 8” Ginny Doll for Sale-$40.00 
Mint condition in the box Vogue Ginny Doll looking for a loving home.  

Donated to the Handley Neighborhood Association; All proceeds benefit the HNA.  
 

Please contact Marti @ 817-654-2069 for more information. 
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Membership Enrollment Form 

        Have a voice in your community.  
      Help shape and improve your 

Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the 
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference. 

  

  

Name __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

        Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
 

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________ 
 
 

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________ 
 
 

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________ 
 
 

Date________________________ 
 
 

Birth date/s_______________________________  Anniversary_______________ 
 
 

Dues are $12.00 per household a year 
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association 

And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037 
 

 

April, 2011 



HISTORIC HANDLEY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

 ASSOCIATION 
P.O.  Box  8037 

Fort Worth, TX  76124-8037 

Helping the community 
through community 

involvement 

In God  
We Trust 
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