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―Never doubt 
that a small 

group of 
thoughtful,  
committed  

citizens can 
change the 

world. Indeed, it 
is the only thing 
that ever has.‖ 

- Margaret Mead 
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Pictures from our last snow 
 and the train wreck in Handley  
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

April, 2010 

Happy Easter, April 4th and Earth Day, April 22nd. 
 
We want to thank Ryanwood Neighborhood Association for donating $200.00 to our ceme-
tery fund for fencing.  Bob Taylor is still working on this project for us. I contacted Cathy 
Young, County Commissioner ‗s Court about help from them for the fence but she stated 
they did not have money for a fence. 
We have a new business in Handley.  Ricks & Mary Pluenneke has opened the M&M Resale 
Shop on S. Erie.  The shop is open on Thursday, Friday  and Saturday from 9am to 5pm.  
Sunday from 1pm to 5pm.  They have designer clothes, estate jewelry, ceramics and more.  
Since Erie St. is closed, you can either go right off Handley Dr. to Hart St and left on Erie or 
go west on Rosedale and right on Erie. Stop by and visit them and buy something. 
We have a new Neighborhood Education Specialist.  His name is Ruben Olmos.  I have 
contacted him about getting the Safe Neighborhood Initiative for Handley.   
For those who signed up for the Cowtown Clean-up, don‘t forget it is Saturday, April 10th 
from 9am to 12 noon.   
We will meet in front of the old Handley feed store on Lancaster.  Hopefully it won‘t be cold 
like it was last year.  After the clean-up, we will meet at Dixie House for lunch paid for by 
the neighborhood assoc. and Handley Code Blue. 
Our garage sale date has been set for June 5th at the gazebo on Handley Dr.  Please make 
plans to help with this project. 
Our program for April is Randy Westerman, Public Education Specialist of the Emergency 
Management Office.  He will present a program called KnoWhat2Do in regards to emergen-
cies.   
Our next meeting is April 12th at 6:30 P.M. at Handley United Methodist Church, 2929 Forest 
Ave.  As usual, we will serve a light meal. 
 
See you at the meeting. 
Joann 
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Eastside Antiques 
Open Monday-Tuesday By Chance 
Open Wednesday– Saturday 11-5 

 
 
3132 Handley Dr. 
Fort Worth, Texas 76112           817-492-4200 

 

April, 2010 

HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES 

March, 2010  
The Handley Neighborhood Association met on Monday, March 8, 2010 at the Handley United Methodist Church.  
President Joann Ehlers called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  Nedia Dryden gave the opening prayer. 
The minutes were read, corrected and approved.  The Treasurer’s report was also read and approved. 
The following announcements were made by President Joann Ehlers: 

There will be a garage sale on June 5, 2010 from 9AM to 5PM at the gazebo.  Workable and useable 
items only.  No junk.  Will need volunteers to help. 

Census forms will be mailed soon.  There will be ten questions.  If forms are not returned, will get a 
visit. 

Debris from storm will not be charged for one time pick up. 
 Cowtown Cleanup will be April 10.  Meet at the 9AM at old Handley Feed Store.  Trash will be picked 

up all over area. 
Reports: 
Doris Harrison reported on the Historic Handley Railroad Museum at 1020 S. Handley Dr.  It will be a meeting 
place and will be rented out for parties. 
NPO Kim Gardener was not present; therefore there was no report. 
Dennis Mitchell, Code Compliance reported that there is a great need for volunteers.  The city is cutting programs 
making it harder to cover all areas.  There are 72 officers to cover the whole city.  Carl Ellis of Code compliance 
also spoke.  He is assisting with animal control and is giving citations and information out. 
Betty Coomer of Code Blue reported that they are saturating areas to cut down crime.  
 Code Blue members remember to go to the academy to have your photo taken by Officer Perez for code Blue 
Seminar, May 22.   
The HNA speaker for the evening was Diane Reid who is a Land Administrator of Approach Resources Inc.  
Diane gave a very informative talk. Chesapeake is the largest drilling company in the United States.  There are 
three areas of gas drilling in the Handley area.  Big Daddy is on the Eastside of Handley with Sandy Lane in the 
middle.  It has three wells on it.  Will drill on vacant lot by Enterprise Car Rental and at 7213 Lancaster, west of 
Rose Hill Cemetery formerly was a mobile home lot.  Diane urged everyone to check the website of 
www.ryanwoodna.org  on what is going on.  Landscaping will be worked on at the locations with the barriers 
pulled down.  Drilling takes 31/2 weeks and completion rig is there for only 3-4 days.  She stated there had not 
been any complaints on gas vapors and there is no danger as there are many safe guards. 
President Joan Ehlers invited everyone to attend the Citizens Advisory Committee on the first Monday of the 
month at 6:00pm at Handley Meadowbrook Community Center to keep informed with what is going on in 
neighborhood.  Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers to deliver meals. 
Betty Coomer announced that dues for 2010 are due. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
Respectfully submitted by 
 
Shirley Collins, Secretary       

http://www.ryanwoodna.org
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 Hello Everybody,  I do hope 
this finds everyone bright eyed and 
bushy tailed and ready for spring to 
arrive.  What a winter we have had 
with all the snow, rains and cold 
weather. We have lost so many 
trees and bushes with all the heavy 
wet snow  We are about to get water 
logged.  Now is a good time to get 

out and pull those ever growing weeds, while the 
ground is still moist. My back yard was a jungle.  
Every time it was time to mow it, it would rain. 
 
I attended our Eastside Ministries Board Meeting on 
March 11th.  Eastside Ministries does so much good 
in our community towards helping so many people, 
who are out of work and who are less fortunate than 
us and are in great need of food and clothing. East-
side Ministries needs our support.  In the last 2 to 3 
years we have spent more money helping people 
who are down on their luck ,than we have money 
coming into ESM.  It‘s really getting serious. We may 
have to go to 4 days a week opening instead of the 
usual 5 days a week, some staff hours have been cut 
to help meet the budget.  If we don‘t make our 
budget this year, we may soon be out of funds.  
Times are hard for everyone right now, even 
churches, who contribute toward our support.  We 
need the communities support.  You can make 
monetary donations, food donations and clothing 
donations. You can made donations in memory of 
someone or in honor of someone .Please send do-
nations to ESM %Pat Krick at 5929 E. Lancaster, Ft. 
Worth, TX. 76112   We need your help desperately, if 
we are going to be able to keep our doors open.. We 
served 20% more clients this year than we did last 
year.  In July, Rev. Max Brennan, from St. Matthew 
United Methodist Church on Hitson Lane, will spon-
sor a Gospel night, with the proceeds going to ESM.  

St. Rita‘s Church just sponsored a dinner dance as a 
fund raiser for ESM.  Our April meeting will be held 
at Eastern Hills United Methodist Church and our 
May meeting will be held at King of Glory Lutheran 
Church. 
 
 One of our Handley Businesses—―The Handley Sta-
tion Café‖ is still collecting canned vegetables –4 
cans--and for the 4 cans, un-dented and not out of 
date cans, you get a free dessert and ESM receives 
the much needed food for their shelves. 
 
On Friday, March 12th, Pat Brown and Norm Bermes 
along with the police department held a meeting at 
the Community Center in regards to a Neighborhood 
Watch Program.  We need to have more people be-
come involved in our crime watches.  You don‘t 
have to get out and drive around as you do in Code 
Blue. All you have to do is keep watch in your own 
neighborhoods for anything suspicious looking tak-
ing place and call it in, either to the police depart-
ment or to your neighborhood watch block captain.  
If they can‘t get enough people interested and in-
volved , the Neighborhood Watch Program will dis-
continue.  You just need to keep a watch out your 
windows and in your comings and goings to the 
store or etc.  Another meeting will be called for 
those of us who expressed a desire to keep the 
Neighborhood Watch Program going.  A large num-
ber of our eastside police officers attended the 
meeting, including our own NPO, Kim Gardner 
 
Our Handley Neighborhood Association meeting on 
March 8, was attended by 33 officers, members and 
guests.  A number of the attendees were from our 
Ryanwood Neighborhood Association including 
their president Alyce Boyd.  We do hope they will 
continue to attend our meetings, as they meet just 4 

(Continued on page 6) 
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TREASURER’S ISLAND 

April, 2010 

Your Advertisement  
could be here.  

Help support  
The Historic Handley  Neighborhood  

Association   
and  your newsletter,  
purchase ad space. 
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times a year.  Thank you so much for coming.  Our 
guest speaker was Diane Reid, Land Administrator 
for Approach Resources, Inc. 
 
We missed a birthday last month.  Please wish Terry 
Asmus a Happy Belated Birthday , her birthday was 
on 3-28-1944.  Happy Birthday, Terry, and many 
many more to come. 
 
I just returned from a weeks cruise to Jamaica and 
Cozumel on the Carnival Conquest. I went with 2 
nieces and 2 nephews and we had a fantastic time.  
As usual I was everyone‘s best customer, even there.   
I thought I had to buy all the photos that were taken 
on board the ship—and we really had some good 
ones made.  I spent a small fortune on the photos.  I 
have never walked so much in my life.  We were on 
the front of the ship and everything took place on the 
back of the ship.  I‘ve never seen such long halls.  
The food was fantastic.  I got to eat my first 
―Escargot‖, or however you spell it—snail or etc., 
and it was delicious.  The time to try these things out 
to see if you like them, is when you don‘t have to pay 
for them.  I regret I didn‘t try the lobster. I got deli-
cious steak, until I got a bite that wouldn‘t go down 
or up and I was sick all night.  That ended my steak 
eating. I didn‘t get sea sick, yea.  I used those darned 
expensive goodies you put behind your ears and I 
also chewed some Ginger Gum  I went shopping in 
Jamaica & Cozumel.  I‘m a telling you those people 
you can‘t get loose from.  You learn real quick that 
when you start for the door they start coming down 
on their prices.  We had a real good time, each going 
our separate ways, but sharing our early dining fes-
tivities together every evening. 
 
I came home to find Madeline‘s Interiors had already 
moved and Paper Planet had moved into Madeline‘s 
2 buildings. Brad & Ray opened up their new busi-
ness, ―Freda‘s‖ over on 609 S. Jennings St.  The new 
eating establishment is named after Brad‘s mom. 
Doris Thomas & I were invited  to a complimentary 
dinner for a ―pre-glimpse‖ of their café and coffee 

(Continued from page 5) house on Friday, February 26th.  It was very enjoyable 
and the food delicious.  Congratulations to them in 
their new endeavor.   
 
Our Handley High School Alumni officers met at 
Luby‘s on Wed. March 10, 2010, to  discuss our up-
coming alumni luncheon , which will be held once 
again at the Lions Club Building on Craig Street and 
will be catered by Eddie Deen from Smokey‘s Barbe-
que on East Lancaster...It will be held on Saturday, 
April 24, 2010—10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Our fall meeting will be held on Sat., October 9, 
2010—the same day as the Handley street festival. 
 
Shirley Brown, our Code Blue Coordinator‘s, brother 
passed away recently.  We extend to Shirley our love 
and sympathy. 
 
Handley United Methodist Church is planning an 
Easter Egg hunt on Saturday, April 3rd at 9:30 a.m.  
for hopefully a lot of children.,  Please call Heather 
Taber at 817-274-3107 if you can attend, so they can 
have a supply of goodies for all the children.  Please 
bring your children, grandchildren and  friends.   On 
April 17th, Handley United Methodist  Church will 
have a spring church garage sale. Agape School at 
HUMC has been discontinued.   AA Meetings are held 
everyday at HUMC at 7:00 p.m. at the building at the 
back of the church.  The dedication for Forest Middle 
School was held at the church on March 1st, 2010.  
The school is to be built across the street from 
HUMC. 
 
The Cowtown Great American Cleanup is on April 10, 
2010 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00.  Handley Group will 
meet at the old Handley Feed Store on E. Lancaster, 
where we will receive our supplies and t-shirts and 
be assigned areas that need attention.  Handley 
Neighborhood and Handley Code Blue will take the 
volunteers to Dixie House Café for lunch. 
 
I was recognized recently with a certificate and a 50 
year pin at the Handley Chapter 617 Order of the 

(Continued on page 7) 

April, 2010 

Your Ad could be here 
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Eastern Star Meeting that meets on Pollard Street.  I 
am very proud of this award and recognition.  It‘s 
sad to see such a wonderful organization dwindle in 
membership after so many years of being in exis-
tence.  I was a Rainbow Girl and then an Eastern Star 
member.  My two brothers were in Demolay and one 
brother went on to be a Mason and my sister & Mom 
were Eastern Star Members and my Dad was also a 
Mason. I remember through the years A.T. Grimes, 
Phil Ulmer, Fireman Bill Pierce, Raymond Miller, Gar-
land Walker and others, who I served with during 
those earlier years, when I held different offices. 
There was Peggy Miller, Margaret Grimes, Mary Jo & 
Don Turner  and of course Jerre Miller, who has been 
ever faithful to Eastern Star all these years carrying 
on her family name & tradition. It‘s a marvelous or-
ganization and one which I am very proud & honored 
to be a member of all these years. 
 
Handley Code Blue met on March 15th.with 12 in at-
tendance,  including our NPO, Kim Gardner. & Judy 
Goins from communications.  It was voted on that 
our April meeting would be held at Campo Verde.  
Our members have been doing a fantastic job of pa-
trolling, so it was decided that we would take every-
one out to eat every third month. 
 
The next CAC 5 meeting will be held at the Handley 
Rec. Center, April 5th at 6 p.m. Captain Jones next 
meeting at the Lancaster Police Sector will be on 

(Continued from page 6) March 29, 2010 at 6 p.m. and our next COPS Training 
will be held at the Academy on April 17, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
The Code Blue Seminar will be held on May 22, 2010 
at the Convention Center. We need more volunteers 
and more Code Blue patrollers.  Please mark your 
calendars for these important upcoming events.  
Handley Neighborhood Assoc. will have a garage 
sale at the gazebo on Handley Drive on Saturday 
June 5, 2010.  This is one of our money making pro-
jects for the year. 
 
A new M & M Resale Shoppe has opened on South 
Erie between Lancaster & East Rosedale. 
 
Garland Walker, a long time Handley resident passed 
away recently. Garland was a member of HNA as well 
as Handley Chapter 617 Order of Eastern Star.  He 
was in his 90‘s. Virginia, his wife, passed away sev-
eral years ago. 
 
Take care until next time and remember our ill and 
bereaved members in your thoughts and prayers—
call them, send them a card and better yet go see 
them.         

Betty Allene ―Drinkard‖ Coomer 

 

 
 

Handley Happenings 
Advertising Rates 

business card ad: $25 per month 
1/4 page ad: $40 per month 
1/2 page ad: $70 per month 

6 month  business card  ad:  $120 
We reserve the right to refuse ads. Acceptance of an ad  

is not an endorsement of products or services. 
Ads must be received by the 15th of the month in order 

to reserve a space. To place an ad call, 
Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059  
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THE HANDLEY NEWS 
BY DAVID DUNNETT 

 
Continued from the March 2010 Newsletter: 

 
Also, in 1922, a new high school was built at 2915 Haynie St.  At the time that planning for the 
new high school was going on, a part of the trustees, headed by Dr. Riley Foster, wished to 
build it south of the tracks near the Interurban power house and the others of whom Mr. A.G. 
Rosser was a leader, wished to build it on the hill north of the tracks, so that anyone coming 
into town would first see the school and know that the community was most interested in the 
education of its children The hill became its home. 
 
In the summer of 1928, the Handley Schools became a part of the Fort Worth Independent 
School District.  At that time, Mr. C.S. Carter was superintendent of Handley Schools, and there 
were 442 elementary students and 195 high school students.  The Handley Schools were accred-
ited when they became a part of the Fort Worth System. 
 
In 1954, the Handley Elementary school was so over crowded that a new elementary school was 
built and the district was divided.  At that time, the old Handley Elementary School became East 
Handley Elementary School and the new one at 2749 Putnam was called West Handley Elemen-
tary School.  Classes continued to be held in old East Handley Elementary School until February 
24, 1959.  At one time, a crack formed in the wall  of the northeast classrooms and an iron bar 
had to be placed through the wall to reinforce it.  Some roof work also had to be done, but it was 
a beautifully kept school and the landscaping of the grounds was very attractive.  On February 
24, 1959, the teachers and pupils moved from old East Handley School to a new building located 
on 4.268 acres of land at 2617 Mims.  The old building was used by the Y.M.C.A. for awhile.  In 
1961 the building was sold, torn down and a new luxury motel was erected on the property. 
 
The new East Handley Elementary was outgrown almost before it was finished and the grounds 
were soon covered with temporary buildings.  The district was again divided and in September 
of 1967, half of the teachers and all of the students north of Meadowbrook reported to the new 
school, Atwood McDonald Elementary School located at 1850 Barron Lane. 
 
1959 also saw the opening of a new high school at 5701 Shelton.  This is called Eastern Hills 
High School, and the old high school building became a junior high. The junior high has since 
become a middle school, and a number of temporary buildings have been placed on campus in 
order to take care of the students who attend.  Land has been obtained for a new high school in 
the vicinity of Cooks Lane and Meadowbrook Drive. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Help YOUR newsletter grow   
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area 
(they will be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next 
newsletter.  

Send in your favorite stories and pictures to: 
Handley Happenings 

P. O. Box 8037 
Fort Worth, Texas 76124 

Or e-mail them to: 
lloyd@historichandley.org 

April, 2010 

 
One of the interesting stories to come to light is that of Ederville.  Shortly after 1900, this small 
community had some 2 or 3 stores, a hotel, a restaurant and Mineral Wells.  Water from these 
wells were believed to have great curative powers.  Popularity grew and a lot, 25‘ x 50‘, just large 
enough for a camp or wagon was selling for $3,500.00.  The water was cold and the ―thing‖ was 
that you dug a hole, poured in the water to make a mud and lowered the afflicted limb into it.  
Later a sanatorium was built near by for drug addicts.  The doctor‘s wife was the school teacher 
at the Ederville School, grades thru the 7th or 8th, located at the site of the Meadowbrook Na-
tional Bank.  Joseph Spaulding Works ―known as Buckskin Joe‖ was prominent in this develop-
ment.  Mrs. Works served on the school board.  It is believed that the Works are buried in the 
Isham Cemetery.  Now as to what happened to the wells, controversy arose over whether they 
were public or private property, so they were blocked or filled in. 
 
To be continued in the May 2010 Newsletter.   Betty ―Drinkard‖ Coomer 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Your Ad could be here Your Ad could be here 

 

2010 Eastside  

Community  

Carnival  

April 15 – 18 
 

Location: 8400 East Freeway  

Fort Worth, TX 76120  

At west end of the parking lot of the Eastchase 

Village Marketplace shopping center located at 

I-30 and Eastchase Parkway!  

 

 

Times:  

Thursday, April 15, 2010 5:00 p.m. – 11:30 p.m.  

Friday, April 16, 2010 5:00 p.m. – 11:30 p.m.  

Saturday, April 17, 2010 12:00 p.m. – 11:30 p.m.  

Sunday, April 18, 2010 12:00 p.m. – 11:30 p.m.  

 

Activities:  

Midway Carnival Rides !!!  

Carnival-style game booths   

Artist booths   

Vendor booths  

Craft booths   

Activity booths   

Commercial booths  

 

 

Attendance is free. 
 

The carnival is part of the efforts from the 
railroad committee of the Historic Handley 

Development Corporation to raise funds for 
the Caboose and Railroad Museum fund. 

Thank you for your support,  
Mike Harrison  

President,  
Historic Handley  

Development Corporation 

 
 
 
 
 

Join us for the  
Great American  

Clean-up  
on April 10,  

in front of the  
old Handley Feed Store,  

Corner of Forest and  
E. Lancaster 

8:30 am 

Letters to the Editor 
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Membership Enrollment Form 

        Have a voice in your community.  
      Help shape and improve your 

Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the 
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference. 

  

  

Name __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

        Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
 

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________ 
 
 

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________ 
 
 

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________ 
 
 

Date________________________ 
 
 

Birth date/s_______________________________  Anniversary_______________ 
 
 

Dues are $12.00 per household a year 
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association 

And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037 
 

 

April, 2010 



HISTORIC HANDLEY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

 ASSOCIATION 
P.O.  Box  8037 

Fort Worth, TX  76124-8037 

Helping the community 
through community 

involvement 

In God  
We Trust 

April, 2010 

Happy  
Easter 

 


